
 
        
 
 

 
 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: *NEW* 

                                                                              
Chairman//Repeaters   Brad Glen, ZS5BG    082 994-3331   

Vice Chairman/Contests and field days      Max Rossi, ZS5MAX    072 158-5015          
Secretary /Databases              Craig Williams, ZS5F                082 557-7721 
Assistant Contest/Field day Coordinator    Rob  Marshall, ZS5ROB                082 931-0970 
Hamnet/Qsl/Awards Manager              Glen Duffy, ZS5GD  082 962-6681    
Bulletin Manager                               Sean Pritchard, ZS5X         072 365-4063 
Treasurer-(T.B.A.) 
 
 Combined Committee Coordinator Portfolio  

 
Awards, Youth & PR                Whole Committee + Derek Mc Manus ZS5DM 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 
 
Website & Email Infrastructure                          Brad Phillips ZS5Z            
Hotline                                         Tony Mayall ZS5GR    031 7083078/073 3564758 
Clubhouse & meetings                 Derek Mc Manus ZS5DM, assisted by Sean ZS5X 
 
     HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof     145.625 MHz (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CTCSS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600 MHz (Rptr Tx) & 145.000Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CTCSS access tone-burnt down recently 
 
HAMNET VHF          145.700 MHz (Rptr Tx) Temporary Used for events. High Site? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
NATURN UHF   Kloof  Ch 1       434.650 Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx) -Off at present 
                           Ridge Road            Ch 3                439.025 MHz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                           Kensington             Ch 6                     439.275 Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.675Mhz (Rptr Rx) -Off at present 
 
APRS:     144.800 MHz, ZS0PMB-7 is the Durban-Bluff based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  *NEW!* 
 
DSTAR:   DSTAR calling frequency is 145.375 MHz (See DSTAR News-Ed) 
 
DMR-Mototrbo:  Kloof UHF Repeater - Coming Soon! 
 

Highway Hotline September 2014 

 

 2013  



BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Nedbank Pinetown Bank account  # 2004975946, a 
transmission account, code # 198765, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 77 New 
Germany 3620 or scanned / info emailed to admin@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct payments to the 
Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 77 New Germany 3620.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
October 2014 
 
5

th
                Brian     ZS5BR       082 823-6780   19

th
              Glen      ZS5GD        082 962-6681       

 
12

th
            Tony     ZS5ACB     031-7O82626(H)           26

th
            Gary       ZS5NK      031-7010109(H)   

 
The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be available to 
read! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BIRTHDAY BOOK 
 

October 2014 
 
02-Oct  Robert Suberg . ZR5RHS     
08-Oct  Robin Marshall  ZS5ROB      
12-Oct  Laura Mayall-Smith  Daughter of Carol & Tony ZS5GR 
14-Oct  Rob Cohen  ZS5LA     
15-Oct  Shaun Cullen  ZS5C     
25-Oct  Frik Schutte  ZS5KW     
30-Oct  Mary Ann Meyer  ZU5MAM Spouse of Glen ZS5GM 
 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a very HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
October 2014 
 
2  SARL 80 m QSO Party 
3  Schools close 
4  Spring QRP Contest; RTA Port Elizabeth 
5  RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest 
11  AWA AM/SSB Contest 
12  AWA AM/SSB Contest 
13  Schools open 
16  Radio Amateur Examination 
18  CQ Hou Koers; JOTA 
19  JOTA 
25  CQ WW DX SSB Contest 
26  CQ WW DX SSB Contest 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 

 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, thanks-
Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 

DSTAR News:  (-Ed) 
 
Please note that the calling/ragchew Durban DSTAR simplex frequency is now: 145.375Mhz (Because if the new VHF 
Bandplan) 
 
Please note that there is now a DSTAR net on HF on 7.048 Mhz on Saturdays at 15h00, run by Shaun ZR5S, the fellows usually 
have a SSB link-up talk a few kc’s down prior and after the net time. 
 

DMR Mototrbo News:  
 
Motorola Germany have offered a DMR UHF Repeater to the club, and UHF DMR radios at a very good price, to promote Digital 
Mobile Radio in Kzn, the radios will be arriving as and when ordered, see HARC Facebook Page, the repeater is due in November, 
and Brad ZS5BG will be installing the repeater at the Kloof VHF repeater site and setting up the radios.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:admin@harc.org.za


Monthly Cartoon- this month – from Glen ZS5GD 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An Article received from Peter ZS5PL: 
 
Whilst not being directly amateur related I thought the attached may be of interest to some of our “yachtie” comrades and also to 
those Hams interested in monitoring nautical frequencies. There has been a lot of concern and confusion expressed in sailing 
quarters recently as a result of Telkom’s decision to cease commercial traffic operations on all its coast station services and how 
that will affect, in particular, small craft not equipped with the type of radio equipment necessary to maintain contact with shore 
stations these days. I am referring of course to satellite communication equipment and also the latest generation of “automatic 
alerting” (or DSC) equipment provided on commercial vessels of 300 Gross Tonnage and over. The yachties were worried that they 
would no longer be able to obtain weather forecasts or safety related messages from SA coastal radio stations. This is not correct 
as Telkom are maintaining, for the foreseeable future anyway, all safety and distress related services which include weather 
forecasts, navigation warnings and so forth, however, it will no longer be possible to make telephone calls or exchange telegrams 
with vessels at sea via the Telkom coast stations. Any such traffic will have to be directed via the satellite services of Inmarsat, 
Iridium and so on at unfortunately a rather higher cost than via the terrestrial coastal radio services. The effective date for this was 
1

st
 September just gone. I have attached a comprehensive list in tabulated format indicating the current operational coastal radio 

stations around our coastline from Alexander Bay on the west coast to Kosi Bay on the east coast. The info includes the relevant 
watchkeeping and working channels on VHF, MF and HF and also the respective positions of the various stations for anyone 
interested, together with transmitter output power. If anyone would like further info, e.g. what type of operator certification will be 
required for the new types of radio equipment, they are welcome to email me at peterl@dut.ac.za  
 
Anyone wanting the attachment, please email me-Ed  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Another article from Rob ZS5RHS:The nightmare of obsolescence in the component and other industries 
Compiled by Hans van de Groenendaal:  
 
-Continued:- 
Stuart Hanford, technical marketing manager, Arrow Altech Distribution points in his comment to the problem of raw materials 
becoming unavailable. “There are several root causes for obsolescence. Starting with the most basic, obsolescence of raw 
material. This can arise from lack of availability of a particular raw material, addition of a raw material to a banned list (such as 
ROHS or REACH) or an older wafer technology becoming obsolete.  
Wafer obsolescence is prevalent particularly in the memory subcategory where memory is migrated to ever smaller semiconductor  
processes in order to drive price reductions, increase speed and lower power consumption.  
For example, cutting-edge semiconductor process in the mid 1990s was around 350 nm. A couple of months ago, one of the 
leading memory suppliers announced the introduction on 16 nm, and the industry extrapolates that we will be looking at 5 nm 
around 2020. 
This results in older processes falling away and being replaced by newer ones. Older semiconductor become unprofitable, so they 
are updated with newer process technology and the older components are obsoleted and replaced with newer ones. Another 
source of obsolescence is driven by the consumer. Consumers look for smaller, cheaper more powerful products. This results in 
semiconductor manufacturers continuously reducing the size of their components and obsoleting the older devices. The final cause  
for obsolescence is simple supply and demand. Simply put, if a customer stops buying it, a supplier stops making it." 

mailto:peterl@dut.ac.za


Saro Murabito, regional sales manager EBV says that obsolescence would in principle be caused by lack of demand for a particular 
device. “This is sometimes because parts with higher performance, or lower cost are introduced as technology improves, reducing 
the demand for the older technology or parts. Parts are also becoming more integrated, to reduce overall costs, so the demand for 
some of the smaller “building blocks” is becoming less.” 
 
What costs are associated with obsolescence and is that catered for in the price?  
Stuart Hanford: “Costs associated are across the entire down chain and affect the distributor and the end user. User affect is most 
noticeable as the end user has to either redesign the PCB which is already qualified and a working solution, or the distributor has to 
try to carefully source the part from reputable suppliers who may still have stock, however the source will not last infinitely and there 
has to be another solution. Avnet has fortunately a good alternative. Generally suppliers send out end of life notices and these are 
managed to the end customers via the distributor. Last time buys then become active and the distributor assists the customer to 
ensure they purchase enough inventory to cater for as much of the products' lifecycle as possible. “ 
Murison Kotzé: "The costs associated with obsolescence could be any of the following: re-design of product, re-qualification or 
recertification of product, scrapping of product that can no longer be repaired or paying extremely high prices to secure stock of 
obsolete components from buying houses. Sometimes in an effort to ensure supply of obsolete components large amounts are 
bought during the 'last time buy' period and then held in stores. This has a negative impact on cash flow.”  
Saro Murabito says the secret remains in managing the business risk! “The largest cost of obsolescence would be borne by the end 
user of the devices that become obsolete, as obsolescence would require redesign. Having said this, as technology evolves, it is 
usually the case that costs of newer solutions do decrease, and the cost of production can in fact be reduced. In cases where 
production volumes are large enough to keep investing in redesign, it would in any case be prudent of companies to keep 
evaluating options of redesign for down-costing, and hence avoid many of the problems associated with obsolescence. There is 
always an element of cost (risk) that distributors end up with old, obsolete stock, but this needs to be managed by the distributor. 
In today’s competitive world, if these costs are always passed on to the end client, the distributor will become less competitive, and 
eventually go out of business.” 
Arnold Perumal says that there are two primary sources of cost which need to be managed. Obsolete stock affects the distributor 
whilst redesign costs are typically encountered by the end customer.. “Stock holding around obsolete components is complex. 
Distributors need enough stock to support customers up to the point they switch over to a new part, or they discontinue their 
product. But there is the risk of being left with stock after the last order has been delivered. 
The cost to the end customer can appear on two fronts. If there is sufficient notice of obsolescence, there is a re-design cost which 
can be reduced by phasing over to an alternate component in the products normal evolution. However on occasion there is little to 
no notice given on a component being made obsolete. This can arise in the event of a disaster, such as the Tsunami that affected 
large parts of Japan and Thailand. Such costs are seldom catered for in the pricing for components.” 
What effect does obsolescence have on a 
distributor's stock management? 
Murison Kotzé says that he can’t speak for all distributors but if they manage their stock levels properly then obsolescence 
shouldn’t be an issue. ”If anything they could possibly charge more for certain items due to the supply demand scenario that arises 
when something goes obsolete. Stock with shelf life-time such as batteries though could have a negative impact on costs.” 
Stuart Hanford: “Distribution stock management is dependent on the information available from both the component manufacturer 
and the customer. Obsolescence costs can make distributors hesitant to commit to stock particularly where suppliers have a poor 
history for obsoleting product. However managing obsolescence is one of the value adds that distribution offers to the industry at 
large. Generally, obsolescence only takes place after a notice period for last time orders and last time deliveries. With the correct 
planning by distributors in conjunction with their customers the effect and cost of obsolescence can be significantly reduced. 
Adequate forecasting from end customers greatly reduces the costs associated with obsolescence, particularly for distributors with 
local inventory.” 
Saro Murabito: "Naturally this presents a challenge for stocking distributors, but all businesses have their challenges, not least of 
which is stock obsolescence. Fortunately product lifecycles are usually quite long, and therefore properly skilled inventory 
management teams can cope these challenges. Companies that don’t cope will lose money.” 
Arnold Perumal “Much has advanced in terms of suppliers returns. Suppliers generally have alternative or equivalent parts they 
firstly propose and have scrap allowances available as well to cater for returns on obsolescence.” How can obsolescence best be 
addressed from both a supplier and the manufacturing industry point of view? 
Murison Kotzé: "Reputable manufacturers of components will usually notify industry long in advance of end of life plans for their 
products. For the most part distributors in South Africa are becoming more pro-active in passing these notifications on to their 
customers. It’s then up to the designers to take cognisance of this in their design reviews to pre-empt the obsolescence.  
Arnold Perumal says that Avnet globally have an engagement with Rochester Electronics for this specific reason. “Under special 
contracts, Rochester receives all available finished goods from the original component manufacturer during the end of life stage of 
the product life cycle. Rochester then becomes the authorized distributor for those components – the qualified, reliable solution for 
100% quality product support. In addition to finished devices, Rochester maintains a die bank that contains the world's largest 
supply of silicon wafers. Part of the inventory has been purchased directly from the original manufacturer; and the rest has been 
manufactured by Rochester under authorisation from the original manufacturer. This inventory enhances the in-stock finished 
product supply with a ready-to-manufacture semiconductor supply.” 
Saro Murabito: "The easiest way to manage obsolescence from the manufacturing Industry, would be to choose your Supply 
partners carefully. Franchised distributors nearly always receive timely notification of pending obsolescence from the component 
manufacturers, and are able to pass this information onto end customers that they are aware are using the devices to be obsolete. 
Naturally, if the production house is sourcing any device from a supplier that is not franchised to sell that part, there is the risk that 
they will not become aware of this problem, until it is too late.” Some distributors have no local stock holding. Is that the answer to 
the problem of obsolescence or does it create a bigger problem for the electronic manufacturing industry? 
Arnold Perumal: ”The converse is true, with Avnet being able to purchase from RochesterElectronics which has over 170 000 m2 of 
state of-the-art warehouse space. Customers can be confident that their inventory is stored under the most optimum conditions 
available in the industry today.” 
Saro Murabito: “I don’t think the location of inventory held has any significant bearing on the obsolescence or management thereof, 
as long as the inventory is properly managed. The risk remains for the stocking distributor, and every company will manage this risk 
as they see fit. 
To be continued in next issue-Ed 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
 
MEETINGS 
The Club currently holds its monthly meetings at the Lahee Park Bowling Club Hall, 25 Anderson Rd. Pinetown 3610 on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held quarterly on 
last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues.(Presently at the New 
Germany Nature Reserve) 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the venue in Pinetown starting at 18h00. 
 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  recording of 
the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in summer and 
continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later on. 
 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19h30 AR-Newsline 
Tuesdays 19h30 DSTAR Simplex Net run by your editor Tony ZS5GR-(See DSTAR comments) 
Wednesdays 19h30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19h30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES or Colin ZS5CF 
Fridays  20h00 Vacant 
Saturdays 19h30 Vacant 
Sundays       06h00    See AMATEUR RADIO NETS just above 
Sundays  07h45 HARC Sunday Bulletin & re-transmission at 18h30 
 
The SARL Presidents Net can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650MHz repeater whenever the Intecnet is 
scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies posted to 
them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR) Telephone (031) 708-3078,   Email address 
is hotline@harc.org.za, and physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES.SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday of each month starting at 11h00 for 11h30 at different venues. -See calendar of events 
APRS 
Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be at about 1min 
intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz only on mobiles. 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S  
For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 144.800Mhz. For 
those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN.APRS traffic is minimal at this 
stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference. 
 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS.  
 
PMB-Dbn Link:09 November: ZR5S reports: "I have built and commissioned a X-Band repeater up at Hilton to extend the HARC 
145.625 Kloof repeater coverage into the Midlands. The 2 Alinco transceivers are controlled by a Linux PC running the AllStar 
software. AllStar is a HAM modified telephone PABX soft switchboard application. For the end user in the Midlands, you simply 
would transmit and receive on a frequency of 434.5625MHz (88.5 tone). You will be heard in Durban. Similarly, Durban users on 
the 625 repeater, will be heard in PMB on 434.5625. Please use it and report any problems. My next project will be to use this 
same Durban link to automatically join the HARC weekly evening nets onto our linked repeater network. It will automatically 
disconnect at the end of the net." 
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