
 
        
 

 
 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  

                                                                              
John Ashworth     ZS5GB     082 490-2500  -Chairman (now domicile in Eastern Cape as ZS2GB) 
Keith Lowes          ZS5WFD  082 685-6666  -Assistant Chairman-now functioning as Chairman   
Chris Williams  ZS5CGW  083-407-9367  -Secretary & Treasurer 
Brad Glen   ZS5BG      082 994-3331  -Repeaters/Technical 
Craig Hardman     ZS5CD     082 459-6940   -PRO 
Craig Williams      ZS5F        082 557-7721   -Digital /Technical 
Glen Duffy  ZS5GD     082 962-6681   -Co-opted member - Hamnet/QSL Manager 
Max Rossi             ZS5MAX  072 158-5015   -Co-opted member HF/VHF events/contest coordinator 
 
 Combined Committee Coordinator Portfolio  

 
Awards, Youth & Contesting                Whole Committee 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 
 
Website & Email Infrastructure                          Brad Phillips  ZS5Z            
Hotline, Bulletin Scheduling & Database       Tony Mayall  ZS5GR    031 7083-078/073 3564-758 
Clubhouse & meetings                 Derek McManus ZS5DM, assisted by Sean ZS5X 
 
     HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof     145.625 MHz   (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CTCSS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600 MHz (Rptr Tx) & 145.000Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CTCSS access tone-under test 
 
HAMNET VHF    High Site? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
NATURN UHF   Kloof  Ch 1       434.650 Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx)-Off at present 
                           Ridge Road            Ch 3                439.025 MHz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                           Kensington             Ch 6                     439.275 Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.675Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CTCSS 
 
APRS:   144.800 MHz, ZS0DBN is our Durban based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  
 
DSTAR:   DSTAR calling frequency is 145.375 MHz (See DSTAR News-Ed) 
 

 

Highway Hotline July 2013 

 

 2013  



BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Nedbank Pinetown Bank account  # 2004975946 code # 
198765, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 77 New Germany 3620 or scanned / 
info emailed to admin@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct payments to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to 
P.O. Box 77 New Germany 3620.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
July 2013 
 
7

th
          Brian     ZS5BR       082 823-6780    21

st
         Glen      ZS5GD        082 962-6681                 

   
14

th
          Tony      ZS5ACB      031-7O82626(H)     28

th
         Gary       ZS5NK      031-7010109(H) 

 
The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be available to 
read! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BIRTHDAY BOOK 
 

July  2013 
 
01-Jul Margaret Schleyer  Spouse of Michael ZS5ZA 
01-Jul Deon Swanepoel ZS5DD   
07-Jul Rob Schapers Spouse of Odette  ZS5OM 
08-Jul Traci Lee Britz Spouse of Max  ZS5MAX 
08-Jul Laureen Long Spouse of Dave ZS5FR 
08-Jul Doreen Smith Spouse of Alan  ZS5AVS 
08-Jul Sylvia Wilson Spouse of Errol  ZS5EGW 
12-Jul Michael Mraz N6MZ-Keugerlan Penguin   
16-Jul Derek Mc Manus ZS5DM   
20-Jul Andrew Williamson GI0NWG-Keugerlan Penguin  
28-Jul Garth Wheeler ZS5GMW     
  
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a very HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
July 2013 
 
13 IARU HF Championships 
14 Delvillewood Sundag; IARU HF Championships  
15 All schools open 
18 HARC Club Meeting 
20 Winter QRP Championships  
27 HARC Swapshop; RTA in Port Elizabeth; RSGB Islands-on-the-Air Competition 
28 RSGB Islands-on-the-Air Competition 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, thanks-
Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 

AGM Time: 
Yes, the HARC AGM is on the 20

th
 August, and members must please consider the Awards nominations and motions that the 

committee requires at least by the 30
th
 July. 

 

Agenda HARC 2013 A.G.M – 20th  August 2013  
 
1. Opening and welcoming to the club members attending the AGM:  
 
2. Attendees & Apologies from absentees:  
 
3. Voting Strengths, recording of proxies and quorum:  
 
4. Reading of the minutes of the minutes of the 2012 AGM  
 
5. Amendments, if any and adoption of minutes:  
 
6. Matters arising from these minutes:  

mailto:admin@harc.org.za


 
7. Motions, if any for discussion and adoption:  
 
8. General. As this is a closed agenda only matters submitted before the 30th of July may be tabled.  
 
9. Chairman’s report  
 
10. Treasurer’s report and presentation of balance sheet for the year ended 30th June  

11. Election of Interim Chairman  

12. Election of new Committee  

13. Election of the Chairman and Secretary by the committee  

14. Nominations for and election of a committee to serve for 2013/2014: (Members can and will be co-opted-NB)  
 
15. Awards  
 
16. Closing of the meeting by the Interim Chairman:  
 
****Refreshments will be served after the meeting.****    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DSTAR News:  (-Ed) 
 
Please note that the calling/ragchew Durban DSTAR simplex frequency is now: 145.375Mhz (Because if the new VHF 
Bandplan) 
I have started a DSTAR Simplex net on 145.375Mhz, on Tuesdays evenings and will cease when the repeaters installations go 
ahead.-Ed  
There will soon be a VHF DSTAR Hotspot running from the QTH of OM Craig ZS5F, this is a temporary set-up pending the 
eventual repeater installation.  OM Craig is looking for a UHF rig capable of 9600bps packet to get a UHF Hotspot running. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
An article from the ‘net: From the kb9mwr blogspot 
 
Advancing Ham Radio.. different ideas. Experimentation seems lost in the hobby. This is my attempt to spread some new ideas 
and help enable those who want to explore something new.. 
 
Amateur Radio in the 21st Century 
 
Many of today’s experienced engineers got their start in electronics through amateur, or ham, radio. Over the years, however, the 
demands of these engineers’ work, families, and communities took precedence, and many hams lost interest and let their licenses 
lapse. Meanwhile, with the rise of personal communications and Internet connectivity in homes, many young engineers never 
needed ham radio as a way to explore electronics. They’ve missed the opportunity that this fascinating hobby presents. 
 
The first wireless communicators were by definition all amateurs. Guglielmo Marconi himself, generally regarded as the inventor of 
radio, once famously remarked that he considered himself an amateur. 
 
Experimenters have created modulation schemes and accompanying protocols, complete with forward-error correction, which 
enable direct keyboard-to-keyboard contacts even with low power and small antennas. 
 
Ham radio is a hobby for those who like to learn (usually by experimentation) and would never be satisfied being just a mere 
consumer of today's technology and gadgets. 
 
The engineer and hams mindset is "how does this work, how can I make it better?" 
 
There is an excellent fairly new website that I stumbled into along this theme: http://www.hamradioscience.com/ 
 
And old stand by is the wedothat-radio.org website. 
 
The local club that I belong to recently took a look at their bylaws basis and purpose. 
 
1. The promotion of the interest in amateur radio communication and experimentation. 
2. The establishment of amateur radio networks to provide electronic communications in the event of disasters or other 
emergencies. 
3. The furtherance of the public welfare. 
4. The advancement of the radio art. 
5. The fostering and promotion of non-commercial inter-communication by electronic means throughout the world. 
6. The fostering of education in the field of electronic communication. 
7. The promotion and conduct of research and development to further development of electronic communications. 
8. The dissemination of technical, educational and scientific information relating to electronic communication. 
9. Provide encouragement and educational opportunities to any person interested in participating in the radio art. 
10. The printing and publishing of documents, pamphlets and other information necessary or incidental to any of the above 
purposes. 



The hard question is how specifically have we fulfilled these in the last year. 
I think this is a good idea for clubs, to annually review what there have done in the name of what they are about. 
 
An idea was presented at our most recent meeting to donate some ham radio books to the local libraries (both public libraries and 
at the colleges). A special committee was formed to investigate what is currently on the shelves. 
 
Being on that committee, license manuals are at several public libraries, along with small scattering of other traditional books. 
 
Ward Silver's "Ham Radio for Dummies" I feel replaces the old Now Your Talking Book. Now Your Talking was not only was a 
license manual, but also gave a pretty good explanation of the different facets of the hobby. Ward's book does a great job 
explaining the different facets. There were a few copies of this floating around at the different libraries, which is good. 
 
At the local technical college, there weren't any books specific to ham radio. When I attended, QEX magazine was in the 
periodicals area. Today there isn't anything of the sort, nor any Circuit Cellar, Elektor, Nuts and Volts or really anything of the 
nature. I was saddened to see this. 
 
So to help the hobby in the right direction, the books above, I'd love to see in the colleges. 
 
If your club decides to donate books, you can put a sticker on the inside cover to read something like "Donated by the Green Bay 
Mike & Key Club. www.k9eam.org" To point them in the right direction if the book interested them. 
 
There is plenty of information about ham radio on the internet, but the newer areas currently being explored by hams, isn't as 
prominently displayed to would-be hams or even the existing hams. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Another article from the ‘net: Southgate ARC News: For the Satellite/Space Enthusiasts  
 
Europe’s largest spaceship reaches its orbital port 
 
ESA’s fourth Automated Transfer Vehicle,Albert Einstein, completed a flawless rendezvous with the International Space Station on 
15 June when it docked smoothly with orbital outpost at 14:07 GMT (16:07 CEST) 
 
The Automated Transfer Vehicle (ATV) is now connected to the Space Station. 
 
“Bravo Europe, bravo ESA, bravo ATV. Thank you Member States, thank you industry, thank you CNES, thank you Russian 
partner,” commented Jean-Jacques Dordain, Director General of ESA. 
 
“With the fourth ATV now ready to support and supply the Space Station with essential supplies and scientific experiments, ESA 
again proves itself to be a reliable partner in the international station upon which the future can be developed.” 
 
The 20-tonne ferry, the heaviest spacecraft ever launched by Europe, flew autonomously and docked with the 420-tonne complex 
with a precision of a few cm as both circled Earth at 28 000 km/h. 
 
“Such a gentle contact between a spacecraft the size of a double-decker bus and a Station 20 times larger is an amazing 
achievement, highlighting the impressive level of control achieved by this European space system developed by our industry under 
ESA’s direction,” said Thomas Reiter, ESA’s Director of Human Spaceflight and Operations. 
 
“These impressive technological capabilities will live on in the service module of NASA’s upcoming Orion crew vehicle.” 
 
The rendezvous and docking were performed autonomously by ATV’s own computers, closely monitored by flight controllers from 
ESA and France’s CNES space agency at the ATV Control Centre in Toulouse, France, and by Luca Parmitano, KF5KDP and his 
crewmates on the Station. 
 
Like its predecessors, ATV-4 is much more than a simple supply vessel: it is a space tug, a tanker, a freighter and a temporary 
habitation module. 
 
To compensate for the natural decay in altitude of the Station’s orbit caused by atmospheric drag, it is loaded with 2580 kg of 
propellant to perform regular reboosts. It can even move the entire space complex out of the path of hazardous space debris. ATV 
also provides attitude control when other spacecraft are approaching the Station. 
 
In its tanks, it carries 860 kg of propellant, 100 kg of oxygen and air, and 570 kg of drinking water, all to be pumped into the 
Station’s tanks. 
 
In its pressurised cargo module, it carries more than 1400 items packed into 141 bags, including 2480 kg of dry cargo such as 
scientific equipment, spare parts, food and clothes for the astronauts. 
 
During its four months attached to the Station, ATV will provide 45 cubic metres of extra crew quarters. On previous missions, the 
addition was welcomed by the astronauts as “the quietest place in the Station” and was often the preferred area for working. 
 
At the end of its mission, scheduled for 28 October, ATV-4 will separate from the Station, packed with waste bags. The following 
day, it will be directed to burn up safely in the atmosphere during re-entry over the South Pacific Ocean.   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
 
 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Pinetown Girl Guides Hall, Lytton Crescent-(off Bamboo Lane), (S 29° 49’ 18” E 30° 51’ 
58”), on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held 
quarterly on last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues. 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the Girl Guides Hall in Pinetown starting at 18h00. 
 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  recording of 
the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
 
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in summer and 
continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later on. 
 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19.30 AR Newsline and thereafter a simplex net hosted by Derek ZS5DM, thereafter: Digital Modes Net with                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Colin ZS5CF and Craig ZS5F 
Tuesdays 19.30 NEW: DSTAR Simplex Net run by your editor Tony ZS5GR-(See DSTAR comments) 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19.30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES or Colin ZS5CF 
Fridays  20.00 Vacant 
Saturdays 19.30 Vacant 
Sundays       06.00           See AMATEUR RADIO NETS just above 
Sundays  08.30 HARC Sunday Bulletin & re-transmission at 18.30 
 
The SARL Presidents Net can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650MHz repeater whenever the Intecnet is 
scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies posted to 
them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR) Telephone (031) 708-3078,   Email address 
is hotline@harc.org.za, and physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES.SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday of each month starting at 11h00 for 11h30 at different venues. -See calendar of events 
 
APRS 
Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be at about 1min 
intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz only on mobiles. 
 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S  
For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 144.800Mhz. For 
those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN.APRS traffic is minimal at this 
stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference.VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL 
OUR FUNCTIONS. 

mailto:hotline@harc.org.za
http://www.sarl.org.za/
mailto:harc@harc.org.za

