
 
 

 

 
                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

                                                                              
Chairman      Brian Roodt          ZS5BBR      082 823-6780 
Vice Chairman        Keith Lowes          ZS5WFD     082 685-6666 
Secretary     Odette McManus  ZU5OM        073 450-2196    
Treasurer     Gary Potgieter      ZS5NK         031 701-0109    
 
 Committee Coordinator Portfolios 
 
PR & PIO            Craig Hardman    ZS5CD         031 262-3559 
Clubhouse                         Derek  Mcarnus ZS5DM         031-3039563(O)/7673719(H)  
Hamnet                       Keith Lowes        ZS5WFD      082 685-6666 
IT & Technical              Glen Meyer          ZS5GM        082 7209993 

General,Hamnet, Rallys    Dave Holliday      ZS5HN         031 904-2038     
& Special Events 
Awards, Youth & Contesting --   Whole Committee 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 

 
Hotline, Bulletin Scheduling & Database  Tony Mayall           ZS5GR          031 708-3078 
Website, Email  Infrastructure                  Brad Philips            ZS5Z             031-763-3754 
LION Liaison             Jo Boes        ZS5JO           031-7053591 

 
     HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof  145.625Mhz   (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTSS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 145.000Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTSS access tone-under test 
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NATURN UHF   Kloof  Ch 1       434.650Mhz(Rptr TX) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx) 
                           Ridge Road            Ch 3               439.025Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                           Kensington             Ch 6                    439.275Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.675Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTS 
 

APRS: 144.800Mhz, ZS0DBN is our Durban based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Highway Hotline May 2010  



BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Clubs Standard Bank cheque account  # 
250335824 code # 04562641, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 779 
New Germany 3620 or scanned / info emailed to treasurer@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct 
payments to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620.  

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
May 2010 
 
2

nd
    Brian     ZS5BBR        082 823- 6780                   23

rd
      Gary       ZS5NK         031-7010109              

              
                            
9

th
  Tony      ZS5ACB   031-7082626                            30

th
      Odette   ZU5OM        073 450-2196 

              
 
16

th
  Derek    ZS5DM     031-3039563(O)/7673719(H) 

          
 The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be 
available to read! 

 
BIRTHDAY BOOK 

May 2010 
 
01-May  Curtis Rudling  Son of  Wendy & Shaun ZR5S 
04-May  Marion Phillips  Spouse of  Brad  ZS5Z 
09-May  Deryn Smith  Daughter of  Gillian & Martin ZS5M 
11-May  ZS5RJ  Phil  Unterhorst   
12-May  ZS5ML  Michael Lauterbach   
17-May  ZR5AGM  Geoff  Wagner   
19-May  ZS5DA  Tony  Ashton-Smith   
28-May  Le-Anne Cohen  Spouse of  Rob ZS5LA 
 
 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a 
very HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FOR YOUR DIARY 

 All times quoted in SAST 
May 2010 
 
ZS10WCS operated by Rietkol ARC 
 
1  Worker’s Day; May Day/Labour Day - Namibia 
2  ZS3 Sprint  
3  Cassinga Day – Namibia;  Logs for the Autumn QRP Sprint competition must be in at the West Rand ARC. 

7  eta Aquariids meteor shower, 19:22; SARL: Closing date for stage 2 of the Construction Competition 
8  PIC Course, Cape Town; AWA Valve AM QSO Party 
9  Mother’s Day; AWA Valve AM QSO Party 
13  Ascension Day - Namibia 
14  Dayton 2010 Hamvention 
15  Dayton 2010 Hamvention 
16  Dayton 2010 Hamvention 
17  World Telecommunications Day 
18 HARC Committee Meeting + Club Meeting 
23  ZS4 Sprint 
25  Africa day - Namibia 
26  SARL Club CW Sprint 
28  WIA Centenary weekend 

29  RTA symposium, Durban; CQ WW WPX CW 
30  CQ WW WPX CW; Comrades Marathon 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 

 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, 



thanks-Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 

An article received from Ian ZL1AIM 
 

From the shack of Ian ZL2AIM (previously ZS5IAN) 
 

Greetings from the land of the long white cloud. 
Well the silly season has just about finished for me at my work and things are back once again to “normal”.  Whatever 
normal is…   
Since I last wrote to the members of HARC via the Chirpers Column I have had great fun from my shack in North Island 
New Zealand. 
 
As most of you know, my radio work consists of CW at anything between half a watt up to 100 watts. I have various QRP 
rigs (TenTec range) IC703+ and a K2. My QRO rigs are  Kenwood TS570S, Kenwood TS870S and IC 706 MKIIG.  
Whilst the 706 is not a comparable CW rig, it has many advantages in being small, transportable and has 2m and 70 cms 
in the same box.  However the more I played around with my various rigs, the more I decided that my K2 had all the bells 
and whistles but just lacked that extra power when needed. Hence I made up my mind to buy some extra kits for it.  I 
went for a 160 m board (I am not really that into 160 metres but I had made some contacts with it with my TS570.)  I built 
the 100 watt module and therefore I also built the 100 watt antenna tuner KAT100 as my previous tuner would only 
handle 20 watts or so. Everything worked first time (although I had been sent two incorrect components which were 
replaced by Elecraft.)  
I took the opportunity of Anne visiting family in UK for three months to move the soldering station into our lounge and set 
up building the kits in there.  I love it when it all works first time and this was one of those occasions. I plugged it all into 
my droopy G5RV antenna and started off at 5 watts and then moved to 20 watts and as there was no smoke coming out 
or unfamiliar smells, I finally wound it up to 80 watts.   I had read that it takes a bit of time for the power transistors to bed 
in and that they should be tightened up at a later stage (which I have since done).  Hence the 80 watts and not going 
straight on to 100 watts. 
So, my first CQ with my new K2/100 yielded a nice surprise. After about 3 CQ calls on 40 metres I got EA7AVP who is 
19,914 kms from me and is close enough to be my antipode. We exchanged RST’s of 579 and I was over the moon with 
excitement!  After the initial excitement was over, I worked Venezuela and Germany all on 40 metres and good reports.  
Since that day in October last year, my K2 has been an absolute joy with which to work.  There are times that I pick up 
the operating manual and go through a section to see if there are any hints that I had not sussed out the first time 
around. One always learns something new. My aim each evening is to have either one good ragchew or else a decent 
DX even if it only consists of exchange of callsigns and RST. 
I often wonder if I can improve on my droopy G5RV antenna as it’s bare top wires are constantly  rubbing against the 
tree branches which support both ends.  Unfortunately whoever planted those trees 20 years ago had not heard of the 
length of a full size G5RV, or else they did not realize how quick the trees would grow and spread out….. On top of that, 
the centre part of the antenna  is only about 6 metres off the ground and hence the 450 Ohm ribbon cable droops away 
at about 45 degrees towards our house.  Maybe I should take it down and put up a half size G5RV which really means I 
will lose out only on 80 metres. (160 metres is done via a long wire.)  But then again, I feel if it ain’t broke, why fix it?   
Pierre ZS6BB suggests that I put up a proper dipole and maybe I will give that a go for 40 metres. My guess is his 
reasoning is based on the fact that when using QRP one needs as much of your 5 watts going into a resonant antenna 
and not wasted via a matching unit. 
The one thing that I do like about my droopy G5RV is that I can change bands as often as I wish without having to worry 
about attaching the right antenna. To prove a point, I have just worked Samoa on 20 metres, Macedonia on 30 metres, 
Estonia on 40 metres and lastly Switzerland on 20 metres.  All I had to do was change the band switch (press a button) 
and the KAT100 tuner remembers that part of the bands and I am pre-tuned and away I go with my paddle.   
It was nice to work a QRP station on Chesterfield Island on 20 metres last evening. He told me his rig was a 2T so not 
sure what that is. Some QSB but I was able to make the contact.  Great to hear about ZS5DM doing wonders  with his 50 
mW QRPp rig in a bottle. He sent me pictures of it and I heard a recording of the contact with ZS6BB and was amazed 
with Derek’s signal. 
Since I seem to be making more contacts into Japan on 20 metres (and they are great CW operators) I have been 
thinking of resurrecting my magnetic loop antenna made by MFJ. It does not need much height and I can temporarily 
mount it against a tree and tie it there whilst doing tests. It would also be better than my G5RV and long wire on 30 
metres and would do 18 metres as well as 12 metres. Methinks that would be a good project for my next “weekend off”.   
I have a 7.62 metre aluminium vertical antenna that I got from Antronics in New Germany some years ago and had been 
using it as a listening antenna for my IC R75. I had it mounted alongside a 1,5 metre earth pole in my garden in 
Pinetown. Now I am thinking of playing around with that and putting in a decent earth consisting of about 20 radials of 10 
metres length each. It is certainly worth a try and see what I can get from it as a transmitting antenna. (Thank goodness I 
have excellent antenna matching units!) 
I wonder why some operators don’t have their callsigns in qrz .com or hamcall.net  .  I recently worked Yuri (so many of 
them with that name!) in Russia with the callsign of RN3ZDD on 40 metres and he is a good operator and was 579 into 
ZL.  He said his qth was Valuyki .  For me to find out what part of Russia that is I had to do a search on Google World to 
find the village. Then it was a case of converting the longitude / latitude to Grid Square so that I could record a distance 
in my log book. If he had been in qrz.com, I would have had the information recorded automatically in to my Ham Radio 
Deluxe logbook.  Well, maybe the internet is spoiling us!  
Talking of modern technology, I have bought myself a tiny MP3 player with 8 Gigs of memory. It cost me NZ$50 and was 
a real bargain.  Mostly Anne and I share the same taste in music, but she seems to draw the line with Gustav Mahler’s 
Symphonies of which I can never seem to get enough of.  So, I downloaded them on to my MP3 Player along with lots of 
other classical and jazz music that I like and added the full set of the Goon Shows.  It just amazes me that such great 
audio can be heard from tiny earplugs and a tiny player in my top pocket.  I thought that I was the first in the family to 
have a MP3 player and was flabbergasted to find that my daughter has owned a 80 Gig iPod for over 2 years…. Ah well 
you know that the youngsters are way ahead of us in technology! 
I ordered over the Internet some aluminium boxes from a supplier in Auckland and two days later they arrived in my 
letterbox. I have always built my small projects into “plastic” boxes as they are easier to drill but now worry a bit about 



that damn RF escaping.  So I put my “K2 Keyer project” into a nice aluminium box.  I have put in two sockets for a keyer 
(one ¼ inch and one a 3.5 mm) and the same again for straight keys.    I used two 1N4148 diodes as per the K2 manual 
and set the K2 on Auto Detect.  Now if I am calling using my paddle and I hear a straight key come back to me, I can use 
my key without any mucking about.  
Strange thing with me, but I have always had a fear of using “split” in case I will transmit on the wrong frequency and get 
labeled a LID, so have stayed away from it. I think the only time I used it was working Kerguelen Island and then I knew 
the operators and they would just know it was that Irish git in South Africa and would have made allowance for me. 
However I did manage to get it right that time with my TS570S.  So a few nights ago I found myself a clear spot on the 
band and tuned VFO  Aon 7.022 and the VFO B on 7.024. Then I pressed the “split” menu to “on” and hey presto – it 
worked!  So easy once you give it a try………  I now think back on all those exotic QSO’s that I have missed out on due 
to my fear of using split frequencies! 
QSL cards. Somebody once said that a QSL card is the final courtesy of a QSO – or words to that effect.  I still have 
thousands of ZS5IAN cards that I use the reverse of for making notes – shopping lists etc. However I am now getting 
embarrassed with the number of QSL cards that I am getting in the mail so have sought out a printer of QSL cards. I saw 
an advert in our Break-In magazine for QSL cards via a New Zealand based ham.   I contacted him and sent him some 
pictures. He gave me some ideas and then he sent the proof off to the printer in Ukraine! They apparently take about 1 
month to print off. So, if you want one of my cards – then work me on CW. I have put the proof of the front page on my 
ZL2AIM qrz.com page.  I look forward to them arriving in my mailbox. 
I have not been following the news on the sunspots, but have been able to work a lot of good DX on 40m, 30m, and a bit 
on 20m these past few weeks. Bear in mind that I have only one hour in which to use my radio as I go to bed each night 
at 8 pm in order to get up for work before 5 am.  It is still light enough for me to read a book outside at that time, so not 
sure where the ionosphere is getting compressed.  The fact of the matter is that I am working lots of countries as well as 
getting some really good ragchews.   
No more news for now, but wish all of you good dx and would love to hear from any of you who have built kits and use 
them.  When I compare the simplicity of my TenTec 1340 with the bells and whistles of the K2/100 I realize that we don’t 
have to have all those extras to make the contact.  The TenTec 1340 along with the Emtech tuner have yielded great 
results for me. I would love to hear from those that have built their own rigs and used them.  I wonder how many of you 
have built your own valve sets and still use them?  I remember Gary ZS5NK had a simple genuine bread board – I 
wonder if he still makes the odd qso with it?   
Looking forward to hearing you on the bands one of these days…..Ian ZL2AIM 
 

================================================================================== 
An Interesting  Article from the Ham.Net website  Called: SPEAK OUT! 

 

ZL4IV on 2010-04-01  
That people give their opinion with sugar, not vinegar. It will make what they have to say further our hobby, encourage 
innovation and pride (it's not a dirty word!) from the silent majority.  

KB2SEO on 2010-03-26  
 
I would like to see 10 meters open ...WIDE~! 
 
I would love to get a 746 ICOM as the next base rig for the shack. 
 
I would love to see my XYL and kids re-develop their activity in the service. 
 
And JUST ONCE- I would like to put up a FREAKING LONG WIRE THAT THE TREE RATS DON'T CHEW THROUGH 
(I would settle for them chewing with one foot on the braid and the other on the Long side while CW on 160....)  

KJ4SLP on 2010-03-04  
I wish I could put up a better antenna (sigh). 
 
I am grateful that hams are just about the most congenial and helpful folks on the earth. 
 
I wish that CW guys could just be proud of their skills and use them to their hearts content without expressing contempt 
for those who choose not to learn Morse or declaring that amateur radio is going to hell in a handbasket because FCC 
deleted the code tests. 
 
I with that I could live another hundred years to see what ham radio will be like in the twenty-second century. Maybe 
they'll be homebrewing teleporters. 
 
Cheers and have fun, everyone.  

KJ4SLP on 2010-03-04  
I wish I could put up a better antenna (sigh). 
 
  
I am grateful that hams are just about the most congenial and helpful folks on the earth. 
 
I wish that CW guys could just be proud of their skills and use them to their hearts content without expressing contempt 
for those who choose not to learn Morse or declaring that amateur radio is going to hell in a handbasket because FCC 
deleted the code tests. 
 



I with that I could live another hundred years to see what ham radio will be like in the twenty-second century. Maybe 
they'll be homebrewing teleporters. Cheers and have fun, everyone.  

N9UWI on 2010-01-31  
Finish grad school so I have more time for the radios. 
 
Build a 160m antenna. 
 
Get a second HF rig to keep at home, current one is in the car. I think it should be the Icom IC-730 that I first played with 
too many years ago thank you Milt for having it along on all the Boy Scout Trips. 
 
Do the outside antenna install the right way so it will last and be protected. 
 
Oliver N9UWI  

KT4KB on 2010-01-30  
Wishes: new rigs, new antennas, new dx, new friends, and more of the thrill of our hobby 
 
Goals: To promote good will on the air, to promote our hobby, to help others , to learn and grow in the hobby.  

KB1THM on 2010-01-10  

1. As a new ham I would like to upgrade to general and get on HF. Currently I am on VHF/UHF.  

 

2. Get an outdoor antenna! Right now I have a 1/4 wave mag mount in the attic. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________     

An Article submitted by Craig Hardman: 
 
Sierra Papa India Echo Sierra 
Sat 20 Mar, 2010 

Skipping off the ionosphere every day and night of the year are strange passages of audio, oddball tunes and 
electronic voices reciting strings of numbers, intended for secret agents in foreign countries. Broadcast in the 
dead zones between radio stations, these curious transmissions can be heard by anyone with a simple radio, 
says JASON WALSH 

FOREIGN EMBASSIES aren’t just places you visit to get tourist visas or where politicians negotiate trade 
deals – they are also rats’ nests of spies and pump-out encrypted messages over the public airwaves to this 
very day. Meet the numbers stations. 

The short wave radio bands, which run from 3,000–30,000 kilohertz, have long been ignored by commercial 
broadcasters because of their low fidelity and the complexity of tuning-in. Today there is only a handful of 
commercial stations on short wave and they make their money not by selling adverts, but selling time to 
independent – and often crazed – programme makers. 

Governments, though, have always taken a keen interest in short wave. One of the principal uses of short 
wave was to blast news and information to colonies – the BBC World Service was launched in 1932 as the 
BBC Empire Service, rather giving the game away. The end of empire didn’t put an end to government-
sponsored radio broadcasts though, far from it. As the imperial regimes fell politics heated-up during the Cold 
War and the BBC World Service was joined by the likes of Radio Moscow, the Voice of America, Radio 
Canada International, Radio Berlin International and dozens of ther stations whose aim was inform the world 
that their way – whatever it happened to be – was the One True Way.  

Public broadcasts were far from the only state-sponsored broadcasts, though. The very qualities that made 
the short wave bands attractive to propaganda stations – the ability to blanket vast areas of the planet with 
relatively low power signals and the fact that they could be picked-up using ordinary radios – made them 
even more enticing to intelligence agencies. Tune in to the right frequency at the right time, then and now, 
and you will hear (though not for your listening pleasure) the strangest radio broadcasts you are ever likely to 
encounter: tinny strains of repetitive folk tunes followed by monotone voices, often synthesized, reading out 
five-digit strings of seemingly random numbers. 

These are the numbers stations. 

*** 

Number stations have become a subject of intense fascination and debate among those who know about 
them. 

Ed Cummings, a radio enthusiast and noted personality on the computer hacking scene, first remembers 
hearing numbers stations in 1969: “It was on my stepfather’s cheap Juliette multiband receiver. I was 
dumbfounded by the monotonous mystery of it, and still am,” he said. 



“It wasn’t until over a decade later that I learned these stations are operated by clandestine services of 
various nations’ intelligence agencies to securely convey instructions to their covert field operatives placed 
around the world.” 

Even then it was an official secret: radio enthusiasts had worked out what they were but no-one was 
admitting responsibility for the broadcasts. 

In fact, no official admission has ever been made. However, at least three incidents mean that we can be 
sure they are the work of military intelligence.   

In 1997 a spokesperson for Britain’s Department of Trade and Industry said there was “no mystery” and that 
the stations were not “intended for public consumption.” Of course, this in itself could be read as a denial: no 
mystery because they ‘don’t exist’. 

A year later the so-called ‘Miami Five’, a Cuban spy network, were arrested in the United States. The 
evidence used to convict the group included the fact that the FBI was able to intercept their instructions sent 
via the ‘Atención’ numbers station, having stolen the decryption software from a computer in 1995. 

In fact, Atención, so named because it starts broadcasts with female voice saying the Spanish imperative for 
attention, may be the only station ever successfully decrypted without theft of codebooks. “Someone on the 
Spooks list [of numbers station enthusiasts] had already cracked the code for a repeated transmission [from 
Havana to Miami] if it was received garbled,” Chris Smolinski told reporter Brett Sokol of the Miami New 
Times. (1) 

The reason the messages can’t normally hope to be decrypted is because they are encrypted using a 
method called ‘one-time pads’ that provide virtually infinite strings of code. Codes made with one-time pads 
are, to all intents and purposes, uncrackable even by those who have access to military supercomputers. 
The only way a one-time pad can be decrypted is when the operative sending the message makes a mistake 
or the operative receiving the message lets the enemy get hold of the decryption tables (now usually 
computer software). 

The third ‘give away’ is the memoir of Thomas Wagner, whose family in East Germany received messages 
from the West that allowed them to escape – and almost failed because the East German authorities were 
onto them and sending their own false messages. (2) 

As far as official admissions go, Ed Cummings has got further than anyone: “Decades after [finding out what 
they were] I was able to get two former CIA agents (one a former high-ranking employee, the other a former 
contractor) to confirm that agency had used this method.  As far as I know these are the only public 
admissions of this.” 

A potential fourth clue is a noted technical problem. A known Spanish-language numbers station in the 
Caribbean once accidentally broadcast audio from Radio Havana Cuba. This is the world of military 
intelligence, though, so conspiracy theories abound and it has been suggested the signal was broadcast by 
the United States as disinformation. It seems unlikely, but then so do numbers stations themselves. 

 *** 

Who would want to listen to bizarre strings of numbers repeated over and over again? More people than 
watch many digital television channels, as it happens. 

The British indepndent record company Irdial Discs released Akin Fernandez’s four-CD set of dozens of 
numbers stations, entitled the Conet Project. (3) 

As Irdal’s liner notes say, numbers stations are a mystery worth thinking about. 

“Why is it that in over 30 years, the phenomenon of numbers stations has gone almost totally unreported? 
What are the agencies behind the numbers stations, and why are the eastern European stations still on the 
air? Why does the Czech republic operate a numbers station 24 hours a day? How is it that numbers stations 
are allowed to interfere with essential radio services like air traffic control and shipping without having to 
answer to anybody? Why does the ‘Swedish Rhapsody’ numbers station use a small girls voice?” 

British radio enthusiast Simon Mason provided many of the original recordings used by the Conet project. 
Like most numbers station chasers Mason first heard the mysterious broadcasts in his youth. 

“It was the end of the 60s and I was listening to pirate radio stations like Radio Caroline, Radio Veronica and 
Radio North Sea – the BBC didn’t play pop music and even when it started Radio One it was limited. Then I 
started to listen to American Forces’ Radio [for US soldiers stationed in Europe,” he told forth. 

From here it was only a short hop up the dial to the weirdness of short wave.  



“My father bought a radiogram set and it had short wave. I listened to the BBC World Service, Radio Moscow 
as it was then and the Voice of America. I soon found I could also hear [ham] radio amateurs, ships, planes 
and all kinds of things. Every so often I would come across a numbers station. 

“They piqued my interest,” he said. 

Mason wasn’t alone. Other noted numbers station listeners – other than their intended audience, of course – 
include dozens of musicians, many of whom have incorporated the strange sounds into their performances. 
From ur-alternative rockers Pere Ubu to electronic minimalists Boards of Canada, musicians have a 
particular fascination for these oddball noises. 

One group, Wilco, ended-up in court as a result of number stations – but not because they broke a coded 
message, simply because they broke copyright law. Fernandez sued Wilco for using clips of the Conet 
Project resulting in a strange battle over who owned the rights to these passages of information that no-one 
would claim responsibility for. The case was eventually settled out of court. 

Mason, who continues to monitor and track numbers stations, says the end of the Cold War has resulted in a 
decrease in broadcasts. 

“They have dwindled,” he said. “These days you really have to know where and when to look for them.” 

This has not put off the enthusiasts. In fact, the Enigma 2000 listeners’ group in Britain produces a schedule 
of known and predicted broadcasts, a kind of Radio Times for amateur spies. 

Still, they haven’t gone away – and nor has their unintended audience.  

Even in this silicon age of mobile phones, the internet and satellite communications, radio remains the most 
accessible and least suspicious method of international communication available. After all, a raid that 
uncovered all kinds of sophisticated communications equipment might raise the eyebrow of even the most 
plodding policeman. Few people have ever been arrested simply for owning an ordinary radio. 

Unsurprisingly, the numbers stations have followed the geopolitical hotspots eastward in recent decades, 
from Europe to the Middle East. The Iraq war brought a number of stations out of the woodwork including 
E03/A ‘The Lincolnshire Poacher’ broadcast from Britain, most likely by the Secret Intelligence Service MI6 
and E25 broadcast from Egypt – and, according to one listener who has performed a spectrographic analysis 
on the signal, shares characteristics with Radio Havana Cuba, though it could be coincidental or a harmonic 
artefact possible on short wave. 

The listeners have no hope of decrypting the signals but that doesn’t stop them – and they have discovered 
all manner of other information about the signals, including where they come from and, in some cases, who 
is operating them. 

One station deserves a special mention: UVB-76 ‘the Buzzer’. Located at 4,625 kilohertz, the Buzzer, well, 
buzzes 25 times a second, 24 hours a day – and has done since 1982, emanating from a transmission site 
30 kilometers northwest of Moscow.  

During a technical malfunction the following conversation in Russian was heard:  

“I’m 143rd. I don’t receive the oscillator.”  

“Those are the orders from operations.” 

No-one knows what the Buzzer is for, but the smart money is on it being a so-called ‘dead hand’ control, a 
system known of in the West since the Soviet-era, that will launch a nuclear strike in the event of the 
country’s leadership being killed. 

“The attraction is precisely that they are mysterious,” said Mason. “Imagine a large UFO appeared above 
Dublin every day but no-one would talk about it. The numbers stations are like that.” 

Transmission ends.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Pinetown Girl Guides Hall, Lytton Crescent-(off Bamboo Lane), on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held 
quarterly on last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues. 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the Girl Guides Hall in Pinetown starting at 
18h00. 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  
recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in 
summer and continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later 
on. 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19.30 Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast by Brad ZS5Z and the simplex net thereafter 
Tuesdays 20.00 Ladies Net  with the ladies-Last Tuesday of Month 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19.30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES, hosted by Tubby ZS5TUB 
Fridays 19.30 Vacant  
Saturdays 19.30 Vacant 

Sundays 19.15 Vacant. 
 

The SARL Presidents Net  can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650Mhz repeater whenever the 
Intecnet is scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies 
posted to them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-
3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday quarterly starting at 13h00 for 13h30  at different venues.   .-See calendar of events 
 
APRS 

Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be 
at about 1min intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz 
only on mobiles. 
 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S 

For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 
144.800Mhz. For those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN. 
APRS traffic is minimal at this stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference. 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 
 

 
 


