
 
 

 

 
                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

                                                                              
Chairman      Brian Roodt          ZS5BBR      082 823-6780 
Vice Chairman        Keith Lowes          ZS5WFD      082 685-6666 
Secretary     Odette McManus  ZU5OM        073 450-2196    
Treasurer     Gary Potgieter      ZS5NK         031 701-0109    
 
 Committee Coordinator Portfolios 
 
PR & PIO            Craig Hardman    ZS5CD         031 262-3559 
Clubhouse                          Derek  Mcarnus ZS5DM         031-3039563(O)/7673719(H)  
Hamnet                       Keith Lowes        ZS5WFD      082 685-6666 
IT & Technical              Glen Meyer          ZS5GM        082 7209993 

General,Hamnet, Rallys    Dave Holliday      ZS5HN         031 904-2038     
& Special Events 
Awards, Youth & Contesting --   Whole Committee 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 

 
Hotline, Bulletin Scheduling & Database  Tony Mayall           ZS5GR          031 708-3078 
Website, Email  Infrastructure                  Brad Philips            ZS5Z             031-763-3754 
LION Liaison             Jo Boes        ZS5JO           031-7053591 

 
     HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof  145.625Mhz   (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTSS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 145.000Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTSS access tone-under test 
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NATURN UHF   Kloof  Ch 1       434.650Mhz(Rptr TX) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx) 
                           Ridge Road            Ch 3               439.025Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                           Kensington             Ch 6                    439.275Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.675Mhz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTS 
 

APRS: 144.800Mhz, ZS0DBN is our Durban based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Highway Hotline March 2010  



HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
 
Vision 
Our vision is to be the premier amateur radio club in kwaZulu Natal and provide a home for people who have an interest 
in amateur radio, electronics, radio communication and related activities. 
 
Mission 
Our mission is to grow our membership and provide a structure that enables our members to proudly and actively 
participate in club activities and events. To create and grow the environment that allows members and visitors to have 
fun with the amateur radio hobby while expanding knowledge and interest in our hobby as well as providing a place for 
social interaction and camaraderie among likeminded people. 
 
Aims & Objectives 
Our aims and objectives are as follows: 

To differentiate the Club by establishing an exciting and unique identity 
We are working on a plan to give the club a fresh Identity. This is a Work In Progress (WIP) 
 
To expand our membership by at least ten people per year? 
We have continued to grow our membership; however we also lost some members through going silent key and 
members who have not renewed. Our member profile continues to age. We need a constant flow of new, young 
blood. 
 
To actively recruit members to co-ordinate various aspects of the club’s activities 
We have been very successful in this regard and have a band of "Stalwarts" whom we can confidently call on to 
help with events and activities. More are always needed and your personal contribution will always be most 
welcome. Please help where and when you can and do come along to our club events and activities. 
 
To participate in at least four competitions or special events during each year 
 
To activate the club station at least once every month and encourage the membership to use the club station 
 
To hold monthly meetings that are interesting and exciting 
 
To have fun with the hobby and increase practical knowledge and skills by having at least four workshops or fun 
events per year 
 
To conduct at least one RAE course per year and promote the hobby whenever and however possible 
 
To work with youth and participate in JOTA and other events that expose the youth to amateur radio and attract 
youth into the hobby 
 
To raise funds and ensure the club remains on a sound financial footing 
We have maintained strict fiscal discipline. We need some creative ideas on how to raise additional funds. 
 
To maintain the clubhouse and its equipment in excellent working order 
 
The HARC Committee (19 January 2010) 
(With grateful thanks and acknowledgement to the Chairman, Committee and members of the Cape Town 
Amateur Radio Club) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Clubs Standard Bank cheque account  # 
250335824 code # 04562641, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 779 
New Germany 3620 or scanned / info emailed to treasurer@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct 
payments to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620.  

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
March 2010 
 
7

th
    Brian     ZS5BBR        082 823- 6780                   21

st
       Derek    ZS5DM     031-3039563(O)/7673719(H) 

              
                            
14

th
  Tony      ZS5ACB   031-7082626                         28

th
       Gary       ZS5NK         031-7010109              

              
          
 The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be 
available to read! 



BIRTHDAY BOOK 
 
March  2010 
 
 
02-Mar Dave Holliday ZS5HN   
04-Mar John Sluymer VE3EJ Kerguelen Penguin  
05-Mar Brad Phillips ZS5Z   
07-Mar Tristen Glen Son of  Kirsten & Brad ZS5BG 
08-Mar Craig Barclay Son of  Heather & Rod ZS5RC 
11-Mar Bradley Glen ZS5BG   
11-Mar Charlie Hansen N0TT Kerguelen Penguin  
12-Mar Bea Unterhorst Spouse of  Phil  ZS5RJ 
14-Mar Terrence Watkins ZR5TRW   
18-Mar Scotty Vallance ZS5SV   
19-Mar Gudrun Lauterbach ZU5GL   Spouse  of Mike ZR5ML 
21-Mar Ronelle Bean ZS5ROE   
28-Mar Richard Mayall Son of   Carol  & Tony ZS5GR 
30-Mar Carol Mayall Spouse of  Tony  ZS5GR 
30-Mar Christopher Phillips Son of  Marion & Brad ZS5Z   
 
 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a 
very HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FOR YOUR DIARY 

 All times quoted in SAST 
March  2010 
 
ZS10WCS operatedby Sandton and West Rand ARCs–Whole Month 
 
6  ARRL SSB DX contest 
5 Closing date for the Tinus Lange Awards, 
7 SARL Hamnet 40 Metre Contest; ARRL SSB DX contest 
13 PIC Course, JHB; RSGB Commonwealth contest 
14  RSGB Commonwealth contest; Argus Cycle Race 
16 HARC Committee Meeting & Club Meeting* 
17 St Patrick’s Day 
20  Autumn Equinox; SARL VHF/UHF Contest 
21 Human Right’s Day; Namibian Ind Day; SARL VHF/UHF Contest 
22  Public Holiday [RSA & Namibia]; World Water Day 
23  World Meteorological Day 
26  Schools Close 
27  CQ WW WPX SSB- 2010 SA AMSAT Space Symposium 
28  Palm Sunday; CQ WW WPX SSB 
30   Pesach (Passover) 
31  SARL Club Digamodes Sprint, SARL 80 m Club Contest with PSK and RTTY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 

 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, 
thanks-Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How are our repeaters in KZN linked? (With acknowledgment to the HHN from the 
M.A.R.C.) 
 
The repeaters in the Midlands are linked via the UHF hub repeater situated at Gilboa. Each vhf repeater is connected to 
auhf radio. When the vhf repeater is keyed, the signal is relayed via the uhf radio to the hub repeater, which then 
broadcasts the signal to the other uhf link radios causing the connected vhf repeaters to transmit the relayed signals. 
Within our network, we have another mini uhf network in the Underberg region, which “join” the two vhf repeaters found 
here, with the aid of another uhf repeater. A separate uhf radio links this setup to our main network. 
The Alverstone repeater is connected slightly differently. The repeater is a split repeater, meaning that the transmit and 
receive sides of it are situated on different sites. Normally a pair of uhf radios is used to connect the rx and tx together. 
But, as it was decided to link it to our network, these two uhf radios were used as link radios to Gilboa, which then 
effectively joins the repeater together. That is why this repeater stops working when Gilboa goes down. 
 
The following schematic diagram should be better at explaining what I tried to explain above: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The following table should give those of you in Pietermaritzburg and idea of where to roughly point your beams, and how 
far the repeaters are away. The exact locations of these repeaters can be found on our website. 
 
Repeater locations from the MARC Clubhouse 
Repeater   Frequency  Tone  Distance  Bearing 
 
World's View   145.750   88.5  6.1   298E 
Hilton    145.663   88.5  10.1   299E 
Groenekloof  Digi     10.4   294E 
Windy Hill   145.700    19.1   54E 
Alverstone   145.600   88.5 36.6  121E 
Gilboa    439.225    36.8   346E 
Highway   145.625  88.5  47.7  117E 
Greytown   145.775    67.0   12E 
Estcourt    145.700    68.7   324E 
Bluff    145.650    69.9   121E 
Vernon Crookes   145.7125   76.4   163E 
Umzumbe   145.775    113   173E 
Underberg   145.7875  88.5  93.3   247E 
Zwartberg   438.775   110.9  112.0   240E 
Eshowe    145.675    114.0   50E 
Ladysmith   145.725    131.0   333E 
Franklin    145.725   88.5  135.0   231E 
Empangeni   145.700    159.0   52E 
Dundee (Fort Mistake)  145.375    167.0   345E 
Harrismith (Platberg)  145.600    188.0   322E 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Second a number of articles on QRP working: --Received from Brad ZS5Z, arising from discussions on the 
HARC Simplex Net: 
 
Why QRP? 

From February 1990 QST, p. 43  

Low-power operation is more popular than ever before. Why not join in the fun?  

By Kenny A. Chaffin, WBOE 
 
Why would anyone except a masochist want to operate with less than 5 W output? What possible attraction could there 
be? Perhaps it's for the same reason anyone would operate an amateur station in this age of global telephone systems 
and satellite TV.  

Maybe it's for the challenge of doing something a little different. Maybe it's for the thrill. But I can tell you, there's nothing 
quite like having a QSO with a Japanese, Russian, or rare DX station while running less power than a kid's nightlight!  

The QRP Q signal was created to mean "Shall I reduce power?" but has since been adopted by the enthusiasts of low-
power operation as their banner. QRP has come to mean 5 W or less output for CW, or 10 W PEP output or less for 
SSB. Most amateur organizations and contests embrace these as the official QRP limits.  

Many of the same amateur activities that take place in the rest of Amateur Radio's domain are alive and well within the 
QRP community. These activities include constructing home-brew equipment, operating QRP stations, experimenting, 
DX chasing, and contesting.  

You Can Build It  

The QRP arena is one of the few places where the average home-brewer still can make a decent showing. In this age of 
multistage, integrated circuit, super-sophisticated all-mode transceivers, QRP operation stands out as a home-brewer's 
dream. How many hams can hope to duplicate the operation of the latest HF transceiver on their workbench? Probably 
none. If, however, we change the rules by restricting the power output, it is certainly possible for nearly anyone with the 
ability to obtain a ham license to build a 5W transmitter.  

QRP transmitting equipment is simple and physically small. The same can't always be said for the receiver, however. A 
QRP receiver must do the same job as any other receiver, while usually in a smaller box. It is certainly possible to build 
an adequate QRP receiver by using minimal circuitry and integrated circuits-but it's not easy to duplicate a top-of-the-line 
commercial receiver in a matchbox.  

If you are interested in home-brewing, but haven't actually done much, I would suggest the QRP transmitters as a good 
first project. QRP transmitters usually consist of a few transistors, and for HF work, the layout is not particularly critical. 
Probably the toughest part is finding or building the coils and chokes. Even the coils are not a big deal once you've 
wound a few. Schematics and kits are readily available. They make it easy to get started. After you've put together a kit 
or two, it'll be a piece of cake to move on to "bigger and better" projects.  

If you do start with a QRP transmitter, you can simplify the circuit even further by opting for crystal control. It may not be 
as restrictive as you think. A fair amount of QRP operation takes place on dedicated QRP frequencies-making it easy to 



pick the crystal you need. By adding a trimmer capacitor across the crystal you can "pull" the resonant frequency slightly 
to the lower side of the crystal frequency (This is, in effect, a simple VXO circuit.) The crystal can be pulled from about 3 
kHz on 80 meters to 10 kHz on 15 meters, depending on the crystal type and other factors.  

Antennas Once you have a working transmitter, you'll need a suitable antenna. Which brings us to the question: What 
kind of antennas do QRP stations use? You may think that following the lead of low-power, simple transmitter and 
receivers, QRP antennas should be small and simple. This is definitely not the case. A QRP antenna system should be 
as efficient as possible. Many transmission lines attentuate the signal considerably before it reaches the antenna. If you 
have 5 W of RF output and a poor feed line, you could end up with only a couple of watts at the antenna! You should 
approach your QRP feed line as if it were being used for UHF or satellite work. You want to get as much power to the 
antenna as possible. Using a lossy feed line at kW power levels is tolerable; at QRP levels, however, the loss of every 
milliwatt becomes more critical.  

The antenna itself is also important. For best results you need the best antenna you can put up -- it's as simple as that -- 
a high-gain Yagi if possible, up high and clear. It's just as though you were chasing the farthest DX. My antenna is a 
vertical, which is probably one of the worst choices. But it's the best I can do considering aesthetics, ordinances, and 
neighborly relations. Even with my vertical I've worked Japan and many Soviet stations using only 5 W output.  

Books and Clubs  

A couple of reference books you may want to pick up are, The Joy of QRP by Adrian Weiss, WORSP, and QRP 
Notebook by Doug DeMaw, W 1 FB. The former is more operations oriented and the latter is almost entirely construction 
projects. 

Occasional QRP articles, such as this one, appear in various Amateur Radio magazines. Several QRP clubs are 
available for those interested. QRP Amateur Radio Club International is one of the biggest, and publishes QRP 
Quarterly. For information about QRP ARCI visit the website where you can download a sample copy of QRP Quarterly 
in PDF format. The Michigan QRP Club encourages low-power operation with its newsletter, The Five Watter. And if 
you're interested in British-style QRPing, you can join the G-QRP club [G-land QRPing is strongly associated with home-
brewing QRP gear.]  

Operating Skills Required  

If you want to hone your operating skills, QRP is for you. With only a few watts of signal to work with, it becomes 
mandatory to perfect your operating technique if you are going to work through that DX pileup. QRP is the radio 
equivalent of brain over brawn.  

But isn't a 1-W signal lost in the shuffle of more powerful stations? It's not as lost as you may think. A 1-W signal is only a 
little more than three S-units weaker than a 100-W signal. So, if your 100-W signal is S-9, your 1-W signal will be about 
S-6. And that's plenty of signal!  

For QRP operation, you must be able to find DX stations, be aware of when and for how long bands will be open and 
have a crisp and clear setup on both CW and SSB. You must be able to quickly assimilate a DX operator's technique.  

One of the primary skills QRP operation strengthens is patience. With QRP power levels you have to wait for the right 
moment and make your move. This means you must be alert and listening rather than transmitting. You have to be 
familiar with the bands, operating procedures of DX stations and other QRP operators. All this takes a bit of patience, 
practice and listening.  

How Do I Do It?  

Okay, let's say you just want to operate QRP without building any special equipment. That's easy, just turn the power 
down on your 100-W transceiver. This requires a power meter or some other method of determining your output power. 
This adjustment is dependent on your rig, and may be as simple as reducing the RF output control or as complicated as 
retuning the transmitter for reduced output.  

Here's a neat experiment that will introduce you to the realm of QRP operation in a gradual fashion: cut your maximum 
output in half and operate at that power level for a week or so, then cut it in half again. Continue cutting power until you're 
down to 5 W. I'm sure you'll be surprised, as I was, at how well you can communicate with reduced power. In many 
cases, the operator on the other end can't tell the difference. My Heath HW-5400 puts out about 100 W maximum, and 
now that I work QRP almost exclusively, I really have to have a special reason to crank it up to full power.  

Commercial QRP Equipment  

If for some reason you can't operate your rig at reduced output, there is commercial QRP equipment available. Heathkit 
has offered three different QRP transceivers. All operate CW exclusively and cover only that portion of the HF bands. 
The first was the HW-7. It put out a few watts and had a relatively unstable receiver. The redesigned and improved 
version turned into the HW-8; there are plenty of these still in use.  

The QRP community really took the HW8 to heart and there are modifications galore available to spruce it up. Most of 
these have been collected in the Hotwater Handbook, available from Michael Bryce (he writes the QRP column for 73). 
This handbook has been recently revised and reprinted, and includes mods for both the HW-8 and the latest generation 
HW-9.  



The culmination of Heath's QRP line is the HW-9. It features a vastly improved receiver and a bit healthier power output -
- slightly more than 5 W on some bands. The HW-9 also covers the newer WARC HF bands and is the only QRP rig 
currently on the market. You'll have to find the others at swap meets or through the classifieds. Expect to pay up to $70 
for an HW-7, $60-$100 for an HW-8, and $100-$200 for a used HW-9. (This last paragraph is no longer true, there are 
many commercial QRP rigs on the market today. -- Ed.)  

The cream of the crop among QRP rigs is Ten-Tec's Argonaut series. The latest version (still long out of production) is 
the Argonaut 515. It's worth its weight in gold. The previously released 509 is almost as good and the 509's predecessor, 
the 505, is still hanging in there. These rigs operate both CW and SSB and are usually available at swap fests, through 
want ads, and from individuals. A 505 goes for $1004175, a 509 for $125-$200 and a 515 for $200-$300 or more, 
depending on the market. Most of these rigs are generally available, it's just a matter of whether you can afford, and find, 
a 515 or an HW-8.  

A Few More Advantages  

There are a couple of other advantages of QRP operations that aren't so obvious. Because you are operating with a 
minimal power output, your transmitter will probably last "forever." Your electric bill will be less -- especially if you stop 
using your 2-kW space heater. The other non-obvious advantage is that you won't overload the front end of your 
neighbor's television. It's a pretty rare occasion when operating with 5 W causes interference.  

Contests and Awards  

The bonus multipliers and points for QRP contest operation have gotten many hams hooked on QRP. Operating "QRP 
battery power" for Field Day gives a multiplier of five. You only have to make one contact for every five QRO QSOs.  

QRP operation is becoming quite popular for many major contests. The following contests have QRP categories: 
November Sweepstakes, June and September VHF QSO Parties, January VHF Sweepstakes, and the ARRL 
International DX Contest, among others.  

As far as awards, QRP ARCI offers a thousand-miles-per-watt award, available to anyone presenting evidence of a 
qualifying QSO. QRP ARCI also offers special QRP awards for WAS, WAC and DXCC. The other QRP clubs also offer 
versions of these, and other, QRP operating achievement awards.  

What's Left  

What do you do once you've completed QRP DXCC? How about milliwatting? Milliwatting is operating at less than 1 W 
output. Once you've perfected your QRP skills and equipment, this is the next challenge. Admittedly, there are few who 
strive for these ranks, but when it all works -WOW! I've recently seen a circuit for a half-watt crystal-controlled transmitter 
using a single 2N2222 transistor. I haven't tried it yet, but when I do, I can't wait to hear what the operator on the other 
end says when I tell him. Of course, at milliwatt levels your antenna and feed line become doubly critical. It seems 
strange to see a 1-inch-square, single-transistor transmitter connected to 3/4-inch hardline! But it's great fun.  

So why not give QRP or milliwatt operation a try? You just might get hooked. See you on 7030 or 7040 kHz - popular 
QRP hangouts.  

 

QRP Articles continued in next issue-Ed 
================================================================================== 
An important article received from Peter ZS5PJW: 
 
Closed Vehicles left in the Sunlight........MUST READ  
 
Please do not turn on A/C as soon as you enter the car.  
 
Open the windows  after you enter your car & wait several minutes before turning ON the  air-conditioner. 
 
Here's why: According to a research, the car dashboard, & interior   materials emit Benzene, a Cancer causing toxin 
(carcinogen) You can   actually observe the smell of heated plastic in your car. 
 
In addition to causing cancer, Benzene poisons your bones, causes anaemia   & reduces white blood cells. Prolonged 
exposure will cause Leukaemia,   increasing the risk of cancer & may also cause miscarriages.. 
 
 Acceptable Benzene level indoors is 50 mg per sq.ft. 
 
A car parked indoors with windows closed will contain 400-800 mg of  Benzene.. If parked outdoors under the sun at a 
temperature above 60   degrees F, the Benzene level goes up to 2000-4000 mg, 40 times the   acceptable level... 
 
People who get into the car, keeping windows closed will inevitably  inhale, in quick succession excessive amounts of the 
toxin. Benzene is a  toxin that affects your kidney & liver. What's worse, it is extremely difficult for your body to expel this 
toxic stuff.. 
 
So friends, please open the windows & doors of your car - give some time  before you turn on the a/c. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Worth Reading: Email Humour –Ed 
 
Sister Mary Ann, who worked for a home health agency, was out making her rounds visiting homebound patients when 
she ran out of gas.  
 
As luck would have it, a Texaco Gasoline station was just a block away. 
 
She walked to the station to borrow a gas can and buy some gas. The attendant told her that the only gas can he owned 
had been loaned out, but she could wait until it was returned. Since Sister Mary Ann was on the way to see a patient, she 
decided not to wait and walked back to her car. 
 
She looked for something in her car that she could fill with gas and spotted the bedpan she was taking to the patient. 
Always resourceful, Sister Mary Ann carried the bedpan to the station, filled it with gasoline, and carried the full bedpan 
back to her car.  
 
As she was pouring the gas into her tank, two Baptists watched from across the street. One of them turned to the other 
and said, 
 
'If it starts, I'm turning Catholic.'  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________     
 
 
An article received from Peter ZS5PHL: 
 
A look at the recent threat level being raised. 
   
In response to recent terrorist activities, America has raised her threat level on international flights from "Elevated" to 
"High."   
  
Allies have made similar elevations of their respective threat levels.  
   
The English have raised their security level from "Miffed" to "Peeved."   Soon, though, security levels may be raised yet 
again to "Irritated" or even "A Bit Cross."  The English have not been "A Bit Cross" since the blitz in 1940 when tea 
supplies all but ran out. Terrorists have been re-categorized from "Tiresome" to a "Bloody Nuisance."    The last time the 
British issued a "Bloody Nuisance" warning level was during the great London fire of 1666.  
   
The Scots raised their threat level from "Pissed Off" to "Let's get the Bastards" They don't have any other levels. This is 
the reason they have been used on the front line in the British army for the last 300 years.  
   
The French government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level from "Run" to "Hide". The only two 
higher levels in France are "Collaborate" and "Surrender."  The security level rise was precipitated by a recent fire that 
destroyed France's white flag factory, effectively paralyzing the country's military capability.  
   
It's not only the French who are on a heightened level of alert.  
  
Italy has increased the alert level from "Shout loudly and excitedly" to "Elaborate Military Posturing."  Two more levels 
remain: "Ineffective Combat Operations" and "Change Sides."  
   
The Germans also increased their alert state from "Disdainful Arrogance" to "Dress in Uniform and Sing Marching 
Songs."  
They also have two higher levels: "Invade a Neighbor" and "Lose".  
   
The Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday, as usual, and the only threat they are worried about is NATO pulling 
out of Brussels.  
   
The Spanish are excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These beautifully designed subs have glass 
bottoms so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at the old Spanish navy.  
   
New Zealand has also raised its security levels - from "baaa" to "BAAAA!". Due to continuing defence cutbacks (the air 
force being a squadron of spotty teenagers flying paper airplanes and the navy some toy boats in the Prime Minister's 
bath), New Zealand only has one more level of escalation, which is "We hope Australia will rescue us".  
   
Canada has set its security level at "drink more beer". There are no other levels in Canada.  
   
Australia has raised its security level from "No worries" to "She'll be alright, mate". Three more escalation levels remain: 
"Crikey!", "I think we'll need to cancel the barbie this weekend" and "The barbie is cancelled".   So far no situation has 
ever warranted use of the final escalation level. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Pinetown Girl Guides Hall, Lytton Crescent-(off Bamboo Lane), on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held 
quarterly on last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues. 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the Girl Guides Hall in Pinetown starting at 
18h00. 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  
recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in 
summer and continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later 
on. 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19.30 Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast by Brad ZS5Z and the simplex net thereafter 
Tuesdays 20.00 Ladies Net  with the ladies-Last Tuesday of Month 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19.30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES, hosted by Tubby ZS5TUB 
Fridays 19.30 Craig ZR5CD’s Trivial Pursuit Net  
Saturdays 19.30 Vacant 

Sundays 19.15 Vacant. 
 

The SARL Presidents Net  can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650Mhz repeater whenever the 
Intecnet is scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies 
posted to them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-
3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday quarterly starting at 13h00 for 13h30  at different venues.   .-See calendar of events 
 
APRS 

Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be 
at about 1min intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz 
only on mobiles. 
 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S 

For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 
144.800Mhz. For those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN. 
APRS traffic is minimal at this stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference. 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 
 

 
 


