
 
 

 

 
                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

                                                                              
Chairman      Brian Roodt          ZS5BBR      082 823-6780 
Vice Chairman        Keith Lowes         ZS5WFD     082 685-6666 
Secretary     Odette McManus  ZU5OM        073 450-2196    
Treasurer     Gary Potgieter      ZS5NK         031 701-0109    
 
 Committee Coordinator Portfolios 
 
PR & Clubhouse               Craig Hardman    ZS5CD         031 262-3559  
Hamnet                       Keith Lowes        ZS5WFD     082 685-6666 
IT & Technical               Glen Meyer         ZS5GM        082 7209993 

General,Hamnet, Rallys    Dave Holliday      ZS5HN         031 904-2038     
& Special Events 
Awards, Youth & Contesting --   Whole Committee 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 

 
Hotline, Bulletin Scheduling & Database Tony Mayall            ZS5GR          031 708-3078 
Website,Email  Infrastructure                    Brad Philips            ZS5Z             031-763-3754 
LION Liaison             Jo Boes        ZS5JO           031-7053591 

 
     HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof  145.625Mhz   (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz (rptr Tx) & 145.000 (Rptr Rx) 103.5Hz CCTS access tone-under test 
  Simplex   145.300Mhz 
 
ZS5LEE VHF Beacon – 144.420Mhz 20w CW & FM-4x18 element yagi array(21 dbd) or vertical  collinear(6.2 dbd) 
switchable - off the air at present, due to a big spark event!        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
NATURN UHF        Kloof  Ch 1       434.650Mhz(Rptr TX) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx) 

Ridge Road     Ch 3                439.025Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                   Winston Park Test  Ch 5                439.075Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.475 (Rptr Rx)-Recovered 
 

APRS: 144.800Mhz, ZS0DBN is our Durban based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Highway Hotline December 2009  



 
 
 
 
 

BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Clubs Standard Bank cheque account  # 
250335824 code # 04562641, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 779 
New Germany 3620 or scanned / info emailed to treasurer@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct 
payments to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620.  

       2.    30th Anniversary Celebration; Welcome Party for all Yachts, Sunday December 6
th

, a Bring & 
Braai in Umzumbe at Alistair & Davina Campbell's Sugar Plantation. ZS5MU's annual get together 
for all who listen to his weather forecasts.  

               There will be Yachties who are moored in Durban & Richards Bay who will, probably want to go, 

but need to be transported to Umzumbe. Anyone who can offer a lift to these Yachties, please to 
phone Eva Meyer on 084-512-8726 (OM Fred's SW - OM Fred is now a Silent key) Eva will liase 
with the Yachties and the Hams who offer transport. 

         
        3.    From the SARL: GET AN EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
 
If you are not a member of the SARL or you're membership expired more than 18 months ago, you can get yourself a 
Christmas present by becoming a member before 5 December at a half-year rate and get December free, as well as a 
copy of the November/December edition of Radio ZS. 
This offer is not available to those whose membership fees were due on 1 July this year. If you fall in that category, pay 
the arrears now and make sure you get the next edition of Radio ZS. 
Occasionally, one hears the question: "why should I join the SARL?" 
The South African Radio League is the National Body of Amateur Radio in South Africa and a direct interface with the 
Department of Communication, The Independent Communication Authority of South Africa (ICASA) and other 
government- and non-governmental organisations. In everyday life many people belong to associations - some because 
the law requires it and others because the benefits accrue to their profession, sport or hobby. Here are three of many 
good reasons why a serious radio amateur should be a member of the National Body, the SARL: 
(1) REPRESENTATION AT NATIONAL LEVEL 
The SARL represents all radio amateurs when dealing with the authorities to ensure that the amateur spectrum is 
protected. It is the number of members that gives the SARL the muscle to confer representatively. 
(2) INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATION 
The SARL is a member of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), who represents Radio Amateurs at the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU) - the organisation that watches over the radio frequency spectrum 
allocation and usage. The IARU works constantly at World Radio Conferences behind the scenes to ensure that 
amateur allocations are protected and even expanded. The IARU derives its muscle from National Member Societies, 
such as the SARL, who have representation in their respective countries. 
 
(3) KEEPING ABREAST OF THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY 
Through an interactive website, weekly news bulletins, Radio Technology-in-action symposia and a bi-monthly 
publication - Radio ZS - the SARL keeps Radio Amateurs abreast of new technologies.  
Wouldn't it be great if you are part of the action and not just an onlooker? We are sure that if you look at the three 
reasons presented here, that you too should become a member. If you are already one, thank you for your support. 
 
NB NB:MEMBERSHIP FEES PAID INTO THE WRONG ACCOUNT 
 
Mariska requests that the radio amateurs whose call signs are listed below contact her promptly at the NARC regarding 
their payments to the SARL into the closed Standard Bank account, instead of the ABSA account. Mariska can be 
contacted at 011 675 2393 or e-mail to admin@sarl.org.za. 
The following must please contact Mariska: ZS1ZU, ZS2AG, ZS2KW, ZS2-0273, ZS3G, ZS4NS, ZR5SEP, ZS5DCF, 
ZS5R, ZS5UA, ZR6APX, ZR6ARV, ZR6DG, ZR6NHA, ZS6BHE, ZS6BYQ, ZS6DGB, ZS6EU, ZS6IGR, ZS6KO, 
ZS6PHW, ZS6POT and ZS6TAF. 
Mariska's contact details again: 011 675 2393 or e-mail to admin@sarl.org.za. 

 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
January 2010 
3

rd
        Gary       ZS5NK         031-7010109                 24

th
       Tony      ZS5ACB   031-7082626 

 
 
10

th
      Brian     ZS5BBR        082 823- 6780               31

st
       Gary       ZS5NK         031-7010109 

 
                            
17

th
       Jo         ZS5JO            031-7053591 

              
           The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 



Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be 
available to read! 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BIRTHDAY BOOK 

January  2010 
 
05-Jan Janie Beckett    ZU5WOW   
05-Jan Ronald Boom ZS5RON   
05-Jan Sarah Watkins Partner Terrence ZR5TRW 
07-Jan Michael Schleyer ZS5ZA   
08-Jan Dawn Fagan Spouse of  Dale ZS5COM 
08-Jan Rob(Maurice) Jasmin  ZS5MRJ   
13-Jan Ray Worthington ZS5BM   
14-Jan Henry Rollandi ZS5HR   
14-Jan Carolyn Trezona Spouse of  Dave  ZS4DT 
19-Jan Leo Geleijnse ZS5LG   
20-Jan Allan Bean ZS5A  Spouse of Ronelle M0ROE 
21-Jan Jean Dick Spouse of  Angus ZS5GV 
24-Jan Gerd Rahmer ZR5R   
  
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a 
very HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 All times quoted in SAST 

January  2010 
 
1 New Years Day; start CQ DX Marathon 
9 Hunting Lions in the Air; DARC 10 metre contest 
10 Hunting Lions in the Air; DARC 10 metre contest 
13  Schools open 
15  PEARS VHF/UHF Contest 
16  PEARS VHF/ UHF Contest;  
17  PEARS VHF/ UHF Contest;  
30  CQ 160 m CW; UBA SSB 
31  CQ 160 m CW; UBA SSB 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, 
thanks-Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 

Christmas Quotes 
 
There is no ideal Christmas; only the one Christmas you decide to make as a reflection of your values, desires, 
affections, traditions.  
- Bill McKibben Author, Hundred Dollar Holiday: The Case For a More Joyful Christmas  
 
What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus? Claustrophobic.  
- Unknown  
 
Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful.  
--Norman Vincent Peale 
 
Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love.  
- Hamilton Wright Mabi  
 
Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart that thinks of others first.  
The birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most significant event in all history, because it has meant the pouring into a 
sick world of the healing medicine of love which has transformed all manner of hearts for almost two thousand years...  
Underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart.  
- George Mathhew Adams  
 
I wish we could put up some of the Christmas spirit in jars and open a jar of it every month.  
- Harlan Miller (Better Homes and Gardens)  
 
Christmas ... is not an eternal event at all, but a piece of one's home that one carries in one's heart.  
- Freya Stark ("The Wise Men" Time and Tide)  
 
It was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that 
be truly said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, "God Bless Us, Every One!  
- Charles Dickens  



 
Christmas, children, is not a date. It is a state of mind.  
- Mary Ellen Chase  
 
I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.  
- Charles Dickens, Ebeneezer Scrooge, A Christmas Carol  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Article received from Shaun ZS5WX:  
 

 
 
It has been reported since the Vietnam War era that snipers have targeted individuals carrying radios as they are easily 
identified by their antenna. Snipers pose a formidable threat to radio operators in contemporary warfare, clearly 
demonstrating a need for antenna concealment.  
Additionally, most contemporary troops, in particular radio operators, are required to wear bulky body armor outfitted with 
a three (3) foot blade antenna.  
The amount of gear and current antenna design take away from much needed personal mobility and often get snagged 
on various obstacles in tight places, diminishing an individual’s combat utility. Read more about shortcomings of tape 
antennas. 
 
What type of radios does your antenna work with? 
 
The TVAS is compatible with all Tactical Handheld Radios (THHR) that are currently fielded by the US Armed Forces, to 
include the AN/ PRC-148 (MBITR), AN/PRC-152, and AN/PRC-153. As well as other radios with a 50 ohm impedance 
and maximum power output of 10 watts.  
This includes Motorola radios and other amateur radios, however, the TVAS was designed to fit inside tactical vests by 
conforming to the ESAPI, and XSAPI inserts. Therefore modification may be required for other applications.What 
frequencies does TVAS operate in? 
The TVAS has a frequency coverage of 30-512 Mhz in order to be compatible with Tactical Handheld Radios (THHR). 
Does the TVAS produce any harmful radiation? 
No, the frequencies that the TVAS is designed to operate in produce non-ionizing radiation , which is non-mutagenic. 
Furthermore, the Tactical Handheld Radios (THHR) such as the MBITR that the antenna is designed for have an output 
power of 5 watts, with the given offset afforded by the armor plating and their dielectric properties, the Specific 
Absorption Rate (SAR) will be nominal to the user. 
 
Do I have to modify my vest? 
 
Not necessarily, there are different implementations of the TVAS to work with the common types of body armor.The 
Tactical Vest Antenna System (TVAS)The Tactical Vest Antenna System (TVAS) is designed to improve mobility and 
increase utility of US Armed Forces radio operators. 
 
TVAS differs from other wearable antenna designs in several aspects, ease of use, durability, and implementation, as the 
TVAS is designed to be implemented into Enhanced Small Arms Protective Insert (ESAPI)* plate pouches on 
contemporary US Military body armor. 
 
The TVAS consists of (a) radiating inserts, (b) cable for connecting TVAS to a communication device, and (c) cable to 
interconnect radiating elements. The radiating elements are concealed within the front and back ESAPI pouches found 
on majority of tactical vest designs. 
 In order to maximize comfort and concealment the TVAS is molded to fit the curves of the ESAPI plates. Each of the 
radiating elements of the antenna is laminated between two sheets of high strength plastic.  
The front and back elements are connected by a cable that also acts as a continuation of the radiating element. 
 

 
 
 



 
From the PEARS QSX Nov Edition: 
 

Would you like some cheese? 
 
About ten years ago, a few co-workers and I were sent to Hartford Connecticut to take an IBM computer course. 
After one of the classes I asked the instructor if he would recommend a good place to eat. 
 
He told us that Hartford is really known for its great Italian cuisine. He then recommended a few very good 
Italian restaurants. One co-worker and myself decided to try the instructor's favorite place. A restaurant called 
The Hot Tamale. 
 
At the time I was a very competent cane traveler and always used a folding cane. When we arrived at the 
restaurant we were greeted with a warm welcome by a host. The host obviously knew I was blind but never told 
anyone else. Anyway, after he seated us, he then explained that someone would be by to take our order. 
As I said, I always used a folding cane. I took my cane, folded it then placed it on the floor under the table. 
Soon the waiter came by to take our order. I do believe that he also figured out that I was blind, but also did 
not tell anyone else. Finally, a different person came by to serve our food.  
This man had absolutely no idea thatI could not see. After he placed the food onto the table, he asked, "Would you like 
some cheese?" Of course I said "Yes, please." I had no idea that he had a block of cheese and a small greater in his 
hands. By the way, did you know that grating cheese makes no noise? Anyway, I could tell that he was still standing by 
the table. 
I had no idea that he was grating cheese onto my food. Within a few seconds he started looking back and forth 
between my meal and me. Obviously, he wanted me to tell him when to stop. My co-worker friend was almost 
crying trying to hold back the laughter. Finally he was able to speak and said, "I think that is enough." 
I guess that that server thought, "Boy, this guy really likes cheese!" I often wonder how much cheese I would 
have had, if it were not for my co-worker speaking up?! ------------------ By Leonard A. McHugh 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Funny Quotes about Life -Ed 
 
DEAF WIFE  --  "priceless"  
 
   (Author Anon-Ed) 
 
 
Good chuckle for the day!  
 
 A man feared his wife wasn't hearing as well as  she used to and he thought she might need a hearing aid.  
 
Not quite sure how to approach her, he called the family Doctor to discuss the problem.  
 
The doctor told him there is a simple informal test the husband could perform to give the doctor a better idea about her 
hearing loss.  
 
Here's what you do," said the doctor, "stand about 40 feet away from her, and in a normal conversational speaking tone 
see if she hears you. If not, go to 30 feet, then 20 feet, and so on  u ntil you get a  response."  
 
That evening, the wife is in the kitchen cooking dinner, and he was in the den. He says to himself, "I'm about 40 feet 
away, let's see what happens."  Then in a normal tone he asks, 'Honey, what's for dinner?"  
 
No response.  
 
So the husband moves closer to the kitchen, about 30 feet from his wife and repeats, "Honey, what's for dinner?"       
 
Still no response.  
 
Next he moves into the dining room where he is about 20 feet from his wife and asks, "Honey, what's for dinner?"       
 
Again  he gets no response..  
 
So, he walks up to the kitchen door, about 10 feet away. "Honey, what's for dinner?"  
 
Again there is no response.  
 
So he walks right up behind her. "Honey, what's for dinner?"  
 
(I just love this)   "Peter, for the FIFTH time,  CHICKEN!!" 
  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________     
 
 
 



 

 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 

MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Pinetown Girl Guides Hall, Lytton Crescent-(off Bamboo Lane), on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held 
quarterly on last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues. 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the Girl Guides Hall in Pinetown starting at 
18h00. 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  
recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in 
summer and continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later 
on. 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19.30 Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast by Brad ZS5Z and the simplex net thereafter 
Tuesdays 20.00 Ladies Net  with Pam (ZS5PAM)-Last Tuesday of Month 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19.30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES, hosted by Tubby ZS5TUB 
Fridays 19.30 Craig ZR5CD’s Trivial Pursuit Net – Latest Net! 
Saturdays 19.30 Tubby’s History Net 

Sundays 19.15 Vacant. 
 

The SARL Presidents Net  can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650Mhz repeater whenever the 
Intecnet is scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies 
posted to them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-
3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday quarterly starting at 13h00 for 13h30  at different venues.   .-See calendar of events 
 
APRS 
Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be 
at about 1min intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz 
only on mobiles. 
 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S 
For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 
144.800Mhz. For those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN. 
APRS traffic is minimal at this stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference. 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 
 

 
 


