
 
 

 

 
                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

                                                                              
Chairman(Interrim) Keith Lowes         ZS5WFD     082 685-6666 
Secretary     Craig Hardman     ZS5CD        031 262-3559    
Treasurer     Gary Potgieter      ZS5NK        031 701-0109    
 
 Committee Coordinator Portfolios 
 
PR               Craig Hardman           ZS5CD           031 262-3559  
       Odette McManus        ZU5OM 
               Brian Roodt                ZS5BBR         082 823 6780 
 
 
Awards, Youth & Contesting --   Whole Committee 
 
Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 

 
Hotline & Bulletin Scheduling Tony Mayall            ZS5GR          031 708-3078 
Hamnet, Rallys & Special Events  Dave Holliday        ZS5HN           031 904-2038     
Website & Email                   Brad Philips           ZS5Z              031-763-3754 
Infrastructure & Database      Brad Philips           ZS5Z              031-763-3754 
LION Liaison & Clubhouse     Jo Boes  ZS5JO            031-7053591 

 
HARC Repeater Information 

 
VHF  Kloof  145.625Mhz   (Rptr Tx) & 145.025MHz (Rptr Rx) 88.5Hz CCTS access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz (rptr Tx) & 145.000 (Rptr Rx) 103.5Hz CCTS access tone-under test 
  Simplex   145.300Mhz 
 
ZS5LEE VHF Beacon – 144.420Mhz 20w CW & FM-4x18 element yagi array(21 dbd) or vertical  collinear(6.2 dbd) 
switchable - off the air at present, due to a big spark event!        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
NATURN UHF        Kloof  Ch 1       434.650Mhz(Rptr TX) & 433.050Mhz (Rptr Rx) 

Ridge Road     Ch 3                439.025Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.425MHz (Rptr Rx)     
                   Winston Park Test  Ch 5                439.075Mhz (Rptr Tx) & 431.475 (Rptr Rx)-Recovered 
 

APRS: 144.800Mhz, ZS0DBN is our Durban based Digipeater-Maintained by Shaun ZR5S  
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INFO FROM OUR VICE CHAIRMAN: 

On Tuesday 18 August 2009, HARC held  it's AGM. As the required quorum was achieved, the meeting 
could proceed as planned. 
  
At the SGM which preceded the AGM, the proposed change to the club constitution was rejected by the 
members present pending further investigation. 
  
The AGM which followed was a success and the following members were elected to serve on committee for 
the forthcoming year - Brian Roodt - ZS5BBR, Craig Hardman - ZS5CD, Gary Potgieter - ZS5NK, Keith 
Lowes - ZS5WFD and Odette McManus - ZU5OM. Keith has agreed to act as interim chairman until the 
next committee meeting where the office bearers and portfolios will be decided.  
  
1. HARC Repeaters:  

• Due to a fault on the Mount Gilboa hub repeater, the 600 repeater at Alverstone has been down for a 
few days.  

• The tower work at Kloof has still not been completed preventing the relocation of the 625 repeaters 
to resolve the current sensitivity problems on that repeater.  

• Bradley, ZS5BG, has completd work on the Kensington UHF Ch 6 repeater and that will be 
reinstalled shortly. This repeater will provide superb coverage in to the Moses Mabidha stadium 
during the 2010 World Cup.  

• The Alverstone 600 repeater uses a 103.5Hz CTCSS tone while most others use 88.5Hz. The 
different tone frequency was chosen due to interference experienced in the past from some Chinese 
radios which default to 145.000MHZ with an 88.5Hz CTCSS tone. These radios were used in the 
harbour and resulted in lengthy periods of interference on the 600 repeater. 

2. HARC Subs: A final reminder that club subs for the new year were due on 1 July 2009 and any members 
who have not renewed by 31 August 2009 will be removed from the members database and mailing lists. If 
you wish to arrange staggered payments for your subs, please contact the committee. Fees are R240 for an 
ordinary member and R160 for all other categories. 
  
3. Clubhouse: Craig, ZS5CD, is currently away in Mozambique and hopes to return during September. He is 
still wanting to make various changes to make the clubhouse more functional for the club. This includes the 
establishment of a club library for use by the members. 
  
4. ZU Examination: If there is sufficient interest, a further ZU course and exam will be arranged later in the 
year. If you know anyone who may be interested, please put them in contact with Craig. 
  
5. September Combined Swapshop: The next combined swapshop is scheduled to take place on Saturday 
26 September 2009. The time and venue is still to be confirmed, so listen out on bulletins for more details. 
  
6. Suggestions: Suggestions on items to improve the club can be emailed to committee@harc.org.za. 
  
  
I would like to thank the club members and the rest of the committee for their support during the past year 
and look forward to another successful year for Highway. Even though I am not an elected committee 
member for the forthcoming year, I will continue looking after the club website and email services and 
assisting wherever possible. 
 73 
 Brad - ZS5Z 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. HARC Banking Details: Payments  can be made directly to the Clubs Standard Bank cheque account  # 
250335824 code # 04562641, a copy of the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 779 
New Germany 3620 or scanned / info emailed to treasurer@harc.org.za or faxed to 0866 225 680. Direct 
payments to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620.  

2. HARC AGM: The HARC AGM was on the 18
th

 August, 2009 at the clubhouse at the Girl Guides Hall 

Pinetown! The following folk were elected to be on the Committee for the ensuing year: Odette 

McManus ZU5OM, Brian Roodt - ZS5BBR, with Craig ZS5CD, Gary ZS5NK & Keith ZS5WFD 

carrying on from last year, with Keith standing as Interim Chairperson until the next committee 

meeting   – Ed 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                        



 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

 
September 2009 
 
6

th
         Gary       ZS5NK         031-7010109             20

th
      Jo         ZS5JO   031-7053591 

 
     
13

th
       Brian     ZS5BBR        082 823- 6780           27

th
      Tony      ZS5ACB   031-7082626 

 
           
           The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be 
available to read! 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
BIRTHDAY BOOK 

 
September  2009 
 
01-Sep Martin Smith ZS5M 
01-Sep Peter Wren ZS5PJW 
03-Sep Tyron Brown ZU5T  Son of  Sheldon ZR5SDB 
05-Sep Sylvia Darby Spouse of David 3DA0BM 
05-Sep Jason Phillips ZU5Z  Son of Marion  & Brad ZS5Z 
06-Sep Kenneth Lowes Son of  Keith ZS5WFD 
07-Sep Birgit Black/Eggers ZU5BB Sister of  Gudrun ZU5GL 
07-Sep Adrian Jaros Son of  Paula & Malcolm  ZR5MBJ 
10-Sep Gary Potgieter ZS5NK   
15-Sep Colin Ferguson ZS5CF   
16-sep Heather Barclay Spouse of  Rod  ZS5RC 
20-Sep Ray Pitts ZS5RAY   
21-Sep Craig Hardman ZS5CD   
26-Sep Brian Roodt ZS5BBR   
26-Sep Damien Roodt Son of  Amanda & Brian ZS5BBR 
27-Sep Cheryl Holliday Spouse of Dave   ZS5HN 
27-Sep Heather Trezona Daughter of Carolyn & Dave ZS4DT 
28-Sep Gwen Cook Spouse of Roy ZS5CB 
 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a 
very HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FOR YOUR DIARY 

 All times quoted in SAST 
September 2009 
 
2  Secretary’s Day 
4  Casual Day  
5  IARU R1 SSB Field Day 
6  IARU R1 SSB Field Day 
7  National Arbour Week 
8  National Arbour Week;  
9  National Arbour Week; 
10  National Arbour Week;  
11  National Arbour Week; 
12  WAEDC SSB Contest 
13  Spring QRP Sprint; WAEDC SSB Contest 
14  Closing date HF CW logs 
15 HARC COMMITTEE MEETING 18h00 
15 HARC CLUB MEETING 19h00 for 19h30 
19  Rosh Hashanah [5770] 
20  Eid-ul-Fitr 
23  Schools close; Closing date Oct RAE 
24 Heritage Day; Heritage Day Sprint 
26  SAC SSB; CQ WW DX RTTY 
27  World Tourism Day; SAC SSB; CQ WW DX RTTY 
28  Yom Kippur; Closing date QRP logs 
30  Closing date IARU R1 SSB Field Day 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, 



thanks-Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 

Radio Magic—Troubleshooting Your New Kit—Author: Michael Bryce WB8VGE 
 
What do you do when the darned thing doesn’t work? 
        Still can’t find out what is wrong with your new kit? Often another person can spot something you have been 
passing over. However, if even that doesn’t work, then let’s dig out the test gear and see what we can find. Here’s the 
drill. Say the project is not entirely dead, but just not working like it should be. Really ‘dead’ kits are usually easy to fix. 
        The first place to check is the power source. It may be as simple as a 9 volt battery, or as complex as a switching-
regulator supply. Let’s check to see if there is voltage coming out of the source and if that voltage is enough to operate 
the unit. A digital VOM comes in real handy here. If you don’t have one in your tool box, it’s time you did.  
         Attach the black lead  of your VOM to the ground side of your unit with a clip lead. Radio Shack™ carries a nice 
selection of clip leads, so pick up a bag or two. The ground is normally the negative side of the battery/power supply or 
the common ground bus around the PC board. 
         Now, with your VOM’s positive probe, touch the positive side of the battery or power source. Let’s use our example 
of a 9 volt battery. Your VOM should read at least 8 volts or higher with a fresh battery. Now turn your kit on. Did the 
battery voltage drop way down to, say, 5 or 7 volts? It did? Well then, either you need a fresher battery, or you need to 
take a closer look at the current flowing to the unit. To do this we need to switch our VOM to display current and insert 
the VOM in series between the battery and our kit. This is simple to do when you’re using clip leads. As our project is 
running from a 9 volt battery, it’s easy to snap off one battery clip and give it a slight turn to expose the now bare battery 
terminal. It makes no which battery terminal we use – the digital VOM will read the current either way. If we connect the 
VOM up backwards, it will display a “-“to the left of the display. This is of course only works with a digital VOM and not 
the older analogue types.  
       Attach one clip to the bare battery terminal and another to the battery clip. Select current with the VOM switch and 
then select the proper current range. Since the device is running from a 9 volt battery, select one of the lower current 
ranges. It is good practice to select the highest current range and then reduce the setting until a valid reading is obtained. 
A 500 to 200 mA range is a good start. It’s only a 9 volt battery, so your unit shouldn’t draw a lot of current. 
      Turn on the power switch and note the current being drawn on the VOM’s display. Hmm, the meter reads 80mA, so 
now we can see why the voltage dropped. That’s a lot of juice for a single 9 volt batter. They are designed for loads of 
just a few mA’s to maybe 20 mA on the high end. But 80 mA? Nah, that’s too much current. And that means you have 
something drawing all this current. All you have to do is find what’s doing it. You’ve got about a 112 ohm resistance from 
the B+ to ground in there somewhere instead of 450 ohms or more. 
      Some possible causes are a shorted output device, audio amp, or RF amplifier; electrolytic capacitor(s) installed 
backwards; leaky electrolytic capacitor(s); IC chip(s) installed backwards or in the wrong direction; the voltage regulator 
installed backwards or in the wrong location; a solder bridge between two or more PC traces; or even the battery 
installed backwards. 
     Or let’s say we measured the battery voltage and it did not change when we turned on the unit. We connected our 
VOM to read current and the current displayed was zero. So what’s wrong? There must be a break in series wit the 
supply. Let’s look for some possible causes such as a broken battery connector, a reverse-polarity protection diode 
installed backwards, a bad battery wire solder junction to the PC board, a solder flux insulator around the plus supply 
wire on the PC board, a defective crimp on connector, or the battery connected backwards. 
     Of course, in both cases, it is possible to have another problem causing either excessive current or no current. But 
check out these quick fixes first. 
     When there’s excessive current flowing, there is a good chance you can feel for the defective part. Even at only 60 
mA, something is going to get warm. So, with your fingertip, carefully touch each part to see if it is running warm or even 
hot. Don’t do this with any piece of gear running from a 110 volt (mains) supply or one with high-voltage circuits inside.   
     If you come by a component that is hot to the touch, then turn off the project and take a closer look at that section. 
Remember, the hot part may not be the fault. It may be running hot because of something else down the road. 
     It’s very easy to swap a small three-terminal voltage regulator with a transistor. They look the same, but are hardly 
inter-changeable! If this fate befalls you, then you can bet the farm that the regulator is cooked. Luckily, they’re not very 
expensive. You have to remove the one already installed backwards, so you may as well replace it with a brand-new 
device. The lesson here is: If you hook up a solid state device backwards or install it incorrectly, it’s more than likely bad. 
Just replace it and put the whole mess down to experience! 
     The above examples point to two fundamental facts about current and voltage. Even with the simplest test gear, we 
have been able to determine several causes and their fixes. 
          
 “Even with the simplest test gear, we have been able to determine several causes and their fixes.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Three-Element Direct Connect Beam for 2m –A Tiny 2+1  - Edward Oros AC3L 
 
        If the concept of my direct connect antenna (“1, 2, 4 – A geometric Progression that You’ll Love from the September 
1995 issue of Radio Fun ) caught your attention, you might also be interested in a three-element version of the antennas. 
(The “Tiny 2” utilizes two elements: the driven element is 1 foot, 7 inches for each side, and the director is 2 feet, 9¾ 
inches.) 
       As with any standard three-element design, this three-element direct connect antenna utilizes a reflector and a 
director to achieve gain. As in the case of the  “Tiny 2” the front to back was sacrificed in order to squeeze as much gain 
as possible for the antenna. I managed to obtain 6.52dB over a dipole in free space while still retaining a direct connect 
antenna. 
       Right up front you might ask, “Why build this antenna rather than some other design?”  The first reason is the very 
fact that it is a direct connect antenna. The design allows you to hook your cable directly to the antenna without the time-
consuming process of matching, yet the SWR is just 1.18 to 1. The 6½dB gain is, of course a nice bonus. Another 
appealing feature of this design is the element diameter. Each of the elements is made from 1-inch diameter aluminum 
tubing. I like the fact that you don’t have to play around with sliding elements in and out trying to get the proper lengths. 
You simply cut each to the lengths shown in Fig. 1 and position the elements on the boom. It is also east to find 1-inch 



furniture tips at local hardware stores (they give the antenna a slick professional look). 
 
Construction Notes and Hints  
      You will need a boom length of about 4’ 2 “ even though the distance between the reflector and the director is only 4 
feet. The extra space is needed to allow for the use of mounting brackets to hold each element to the boom.  As far as 
connecting the elements goes, ay of the popular mounting techniques can be used to attach the elements; you can eve 
use the double bracket clamp method from the “Tiny 2” design if you wish. Center each of the elements by using the 
center point column illustrated in the sidebar. When mounting the driven element, remember that it is split at the center 
and must be insulated from the boom; you can use PVC pipe to accomplish this. It helps to insulate the elements, and 
supports them at the same time. 
To Build or Not To Build 
There are so many antenna designs out there that it may be difficult to decide which one is worth your effort. The 
simplicity of this three-element direct connect antenna makes it perfect for clubs and organizations looking for a “first 
time” antenna project. The proper location for connecting the mast is exactly center, either between the driven element 
and the director, or between the driven element and the reflector. Connecting a metallic mast any closer to the elements 
will detune the antenna causing a higher SWR. – 73 Mag   
 

 
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rules of the Road….Repeater Etiquette -- By Duncan MacRae. KE2HG 
 
   If you’re brand new to ham radio, you’re probably planning to start out on your local repeater. KE2HG’s advice will help 
you sound like a pro your first time on the air. 
The want is over. All the studying and hard work have paid off. You just received your new amateur radio license and a 
brand new callsign. 
   “Now what do I do?” you ask.  Every ham has faced the same dilemma. You have the knowledge, the license and the 
equipment to make a contact wit other amateurs, but how do you make that first contact? Some new hams have been 
known to wait days or even months before picking up the microphone. Try following these basics and you’ll feel and 
sound like a pro right from the start. 
   The very best way to start is by spending some time listening to your local repeaters. The more experienced hams will 
sound very natural and relaxed, but they will still get the message across and comply with FCC Part 97 rules.(for 
example-Ed) Your goal should be to do the same. As soon as you’ve made a few contacts, the jitters will start to subside 
and it will become easier to enjoy the conversation without being self-conscious about you operating technique. Here are 
some things to listen for while you’re getting acclimated. 
Repeater “Traffic Lights” 
   Sooner or later you’ll surely hear someone “time out” the repeater. What is a timeout? Most repeaters have an 
automatic control device that limits the length of time they’ll re-transmit one received signal. When an operator continues 
to talk beyond the setting of that timer, the repeater stops transmitting and will not resume normal operation until the 
input signal ceases and the timer is allowed to reset. Proper operating technique requires each successive user of the 
repeater to wait a certain length of time (usually one second or so) before keying the microphone and starting to transmit. 
   This small pause lets the time out reset and allows each user his or her full allotment of air time before having to again 
reset the timer. The purpose of the pause is to provide enforced gaps in the conversation which permit others to join in or 



call for help as needed. It is important that any call for help get through!  Proper pauses will make it easy for others to 
break into an ongoing chat and access emergency services.  
   You’ll also begin to notice that a call for the phone patch or emergency services is always acknowledged immediately. 
Where I live in the Northwest, tradition dictates that the word “Break” is given immediate attention. This is just one area 
where ham radio customs differ from those of Citizens Band. (In other parts of the country, “Break” is OK in normal 
conversation. But be sure to listen before using it. And “Break Break” is always reserved for emergencies only.) 
Green Light 
   Many repeaters give an audible signal that the timer has been reset and it’s now OK for the next person to go ahead. 
These beeps or bongs are commonly referred to as courtesy tones and usually sound as soon as the time-out timer has 
reset. Courtesy tones can take many forms and can serve many functions besides alerting users that the timer has reset. 
Tones can tell you about the operating mode of the repeater, your signal strength into the machine, or almost any other 
parameter the repeater trustee chooses. 
  As there are no standard for these tones, you’ll have to ask what the local customs are on each repeater. Some 
repeaters do not have a courtesy tone, and it’s then each operator’s responsibility to be careful to allow enough time for 
the machine to reset. Otherwise you’ll risk being cut off by the timer 
Caught in a Net 
   Another phenomenon you may encounter is the net. Nets are organized “meetings” of hams for a specific purpose, 
such as relaying message “traffic” of practicing emergency communications. A net operation will typically consist of a net 
control operator and a number of other stations. In net operation, the net control station (NCS) will accept check-ins from 
those who want to join the net. Listen to learn the check-in procedures for each net. Once the NCS has a list of stations, 
he or she will usually give each station an opportunity to make comments or ask questions or forward traffic. The key to 
successful net operation is that everyone on the frequency recognizes that the NCS is “boss” and all communication 
should be directed by the NCS. It’s considered very bad form to interrupt a net or attempt to communicate directly with 
another station without permission from the NCS. Many nets are open and will welcome your check-in. Just remember to 
direct your transmission to the net control station. 
n the Air 
   When you’re finally ready to take the plunge, you may turn on the radio and find that several people are already 
engaged in a conversation on the repeater. What do you do to join them? First, as always, listen. Find out what the 
conversation is about and decide if you really want to join in. (Do you have a relevant question or comment?) If so, wait 
for one station to unkey the mic and, before the next station in line picks it up, key your own mic and say your call, for 
instance “K2YXYZ” the release the mic key. Try to do this before the courtesy tone, if your repeater uses one. Don’t 
embellish your transmission with frills like “listening” or your location. Other operators will recognize that you want to join 
in and they should acknowledge you, usually by saying “KB2XYZ recognized.” Congratulations! You’ve just joined a 
conversation in progress. Soon, one of the stations will turn it over to you and give you a chance to speak. A good 
opening would be to repeat your callsign. In case someone did not hear it the first time, and also tell everyone your first 
name. If you have a comment that pertains to the conversation in progress, make it now. 
   When there are several users on a repeater it’s common practice to take turns talking. This is usually done in a round-
robin fashion and is often referred to as rotation. Be sure that you know where you are in a rotation so you’re ready  
when your turn comes up and so you can pass the conversation along to the next person. 
   Remember that you’re required to identify your station every 10 minutes during a conversation and at the end. The 
rules don’t require you to identify at the beginning of a conversation, but, in practice, you’ll often start or enter a 
discussion by announcing your callsign. Don’t break into a conversation to announce your presence. You are not 
required to identify your station if you’re not transmitting. By breaking in and saying “KB2XYZ listening” other stations will 
think you wish to join in. You’ll have unnecessarily interrupted the flow of conversation if you don’t (wish to join in.) 
Generally speaking, the same basic rules of polite behavior apply to your face-to-face conversations. Don’t speak unless 
you have something to say. Don’t join a conversation and try to change the subject. Avoid long-winded monologues. 
Don’t use profanity and avoid “indelicate” subject matter. You never know who might be listening.   
“We’re Destinated at the Salt Mine” 
    A common trap that many hams fall into is the use of what are called “hamisms.” This is the slang or vernacular of 
amateur radio. Phrases like “destinated” “and (or in) the group” and others are corruptions of the English language and 
only serve to make you sound foolish. (“We’re destinated at the salt mine” by the way, just means “I’ve arrived at work.”) 
The use of CB phrases and 10-codes is almost always frowned on by hams. Use phonetics when needed to clarify and 
always use the ITU phonetic alphabet. Avoid using non-standard phonetics as they can be confusing.  
   Don’t overuse abbreviations and Q signals either. Q signals have a place on CW as they quickly communicate a 
message by sending only three letters. On phone (voice) it’s often quicker and almost always clearer to say what you 
mean in plain English rather than abbreviate with Q signals. Why say “QSL” when a simple “yes” does the job better? 
Again, try to make your repeater sessions as much like face-to-face conversations as possible. Be natural and relax. 
Emergency Procedures 
   One of the most important roles of amateur radio is emergency communications. Repeaters and the hams who use 
them are a valuable asset when it comes to helping stranded motorists, reporting accidents, and otherwise assisting in 
emergencies. Many repeaters have direct access to law enforcement which allows you to speak directly to dispatchers 
for emergency services. Find out how to access the emergency services through your repeater and make a point of 
committing that information to memory. Check with the operators of your repeater to see if it’s possible for you to try a 
practice call to emergency service. Seconds can be precious when accidents occur. You don’t want to waste time 
hunting for the paper that has the access codes written on it. 
   Before reporting an emergency, assess the situation. Use extreme care that you don’t become a part of the problem by 
acting hastily and exposing yourself  to danger. You won’t be very much help to anyone if you get hurt while going to 
check things out. Does the situation require immediate assistance? If so, what type? Are there injuries? Do they appear 
serious? Does the situation pose a hazard to others? 
   Once you’ve gathered this basic information, go ahead and access the emergency services on the repeater. Be calm 
and speak slowly. Having to repeat information only wastes time. Start by identifying yourself as an amateur radio 
operator and telling the dispatcher  that you’re on the radio and can’t hear while you are talking. State the nature of the 
emergency (for instance, a three-car accident), the exact location (say, the corner of  Oak and Maple), and if there 
appear to be any injuries. If specific help is needed, such as fire, ambulance, tow truck, mention that as well. The 



dispatcher will ask for clarifications and more information as needed. Calmly answer the questions to the best of your 
ability. Don’t cancel the autopatch until you’re sure you’ve provided all the information the dispatcher needs. In most 
cases, there’s no way to call you back for more information. 
On Your Own 
   While there’s no substitute  fir experience, listen to and patterning your own operating techniques after those of the 
more experienced operators will help get you started. Everyone develops their own style in time you will, too. Above all, 
remember, this is supposed to be fun! So relax and enjoy! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________     
 

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Pinetown Girl Guides Hall, Lytton Crescent-(off Bamboo Lane), on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30. Refreshments are available at a nominal price, Swap Shop held 
quarterly on last Saturday of month Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz)-at different venues. 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the third Tuesday of every month at the Girl Guides Hall in Pinetown starting at 
18h00. 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeater 145.625 Mhz . A  
recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Durban repeater at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h00 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h00 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. in winter and 3.650Mhz. in 
summer and continues until 07h40. Colin ZS5CF hosts the net from 06h00 & Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)-takes over later 
on. 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz in the evenings. They are:-  
 
Mondays 19.30 Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast by Brad ZS5Z and the simplex net thereafter 
Tuesdays 20.00 Ladies Net  with Pam (ZS5PAM)-Last Tuesday of Month 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)-Last Wednesday of Month –Weekly informal net 
Thursdays 19.30 Technical  net, presented by Alvin ZS5AES, hosted by Tubby ZS5TUB 
Fridays 19.30 Craig ZR5CD’s Trivial Pursuit Net – Latest Net! 
Saturdays 19.30 Tubby’s History Net 

Sundays 19.15 Vacant. 
 

The SARL Presidents Net  can be heard on the evening on Sundays on the 145.650Mhz repeater whenever the 
Intecnet is scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies 

posted to them(subject to additonal postage levy).  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony 
Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh 
Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5Z). 
HARC Fax Number: 0866 225 680 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.  harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday quarterly starting at 13h00 for 13h30  at different venues.   .-See calendar of events 
 
APRS 
Mobile AND base stations should use WIDE5-5 (or less) for their UNPROTO paths. Mobile beacon rates should be 
at about 1min intervals, while home stations should be set at 60min. "Voice Alert" ctcss tone should be set to 136.5Hz 
only on mobiles. 
 
PACKET RADIO-News from ZR5S 
For those wanting to work packet radio, a PBBS (small mailbox) is available on ZS0PMB-1 on the aprs freq of 
144.800Mhz. For those not able to access ZS0PMB direct, you can connect to it by typing C ZS0PMB-1 v ZS0DBN. 
APRS traffic is minimal at this stage so combining packet radio here should not cause interference. 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 
 
 
 


