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PR                   Brian Roodt ZS5BBR     082 823-6780   
 
Without Portfolio(Presently)                Sheldon Brown  ZR5SDB     031 7631250 
 
IRLP       Brad Phillips         ZS5BP       031 763-3754 
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Repeaters &      Brad Glen               ZS5WT      031 7640787  
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Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 
 
On the Air Activities                    Bruce Taylor          ZS5BR 031  261-5851 
& Digipeaters 
 
Awards Manager                   Phil Unterhorst       ZS5RJ 031 202-8807 
 
HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof     145.625Mhz   88.5Hz access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz   88.5Hz access tone.(Linked to the Naturn UHF network) 
  
NATURN UHF       Kloof             Ch 1                439.125Mhz  (  mobile RX  )(-7,6Mhz) 
                  Ridge Road    Ch 3                439.025Mhz      
                  Bluff        Ch 4                439.175Mhz  
                  Athlone Park Ch 5                439.075Mhz  (not installed yet) 
                  Kensington    Ch 6                439.275Mhz    136.5Hz  access tone reqd. 
   
These UHF repeaters are star linked via the Alverstone hub repeater 434.650 Mhz (Tx-1,6Mhz) 
 
Packet BBS  and Digipeater  Frequency: 144.625Mhz BBS: ZS0WTE, Digi: ZS0KLO-1 
 
 
BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. The HARC membership subscriptions are now due for the 2005/6 year, R80 (+ Donation) for 
ordinary licensed member, R20 for family licensed member, R40 for associate members. Payments 
to the Treasurer, cheques may be sent to P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620. Payment  can also be 
made directly to the Clubs Standard Bank cheque account  # 250335824 code # 04562641 a copy of 
the deposit slip must however be sent to the Treasurer P.O. Box 779 New Germany 3620 or scanned 
/ info emailed to treasurer@harc.org.za             

2. News: October Meeting- OM John ZS5JF has offered to give a talk on Astronomy, John has been 
researching this vast field, and has accumulated a fair amount of information. 

3. Sheldon ZR5SDB has suggested that to try and encourage activity on the bands, that  the HARClub 
members send in to the committee (by email, phone, fax or letter), a list of transceivers & antennas in 
their possession, stating modes, bands, sub-audible facility, crystal/synthesized etc. Please all you 
members, let’s hear from you. 

                
                                                                                                                                                                     

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 
 
September 2005 
 
18Tth  Phil ZS5RJ (031) 2028807 
 
25th  Gary ZS5NK (031) 701-0109 
 
October 2005 
 
2nd  Janet ZS5JAN (031) 2672817 
 
9th Phil ZS5RJ (031) 2028807 
 
16th  Tony ZS5ACB (031) 708-2626 
 
23rd   Brian ZS5BBR (031) 312 5265 
 
30th Ian ZS5IAN (031) 701-9792 
 
 
The readers will be contacted if there are any changes. 
Folks-We needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often one has to be 
available to read! 

----------------------------------0000000000000000000000------------------------------- 
ADVERT    

BRADLEY GLEN (ZS5WT) 
 trading as: B-Comm 

ICOM AMATEUR/COMMERCIAL 
FOR ALL YOUR HAM/RADIO NEEDS 

E.MAIL: bradlington@yahoo.com PHONE:   082 9943331 or (031) 764-0787 



 
 

 
BIRTHDAY BOOK 
 
 
September  
 
18-Sep Bill Norval ZS5KD   
19-Sep Bruce Taylor ZS5BR   
20-Sep Ray Pitts ZS5RAY   
21-Sep Stan Heaven ZS5LX   
23-Sep Gary Clinton ZR5CGS   
24-Sep Ian Mac Quillan ZS5IAN   
26-Sep Damien Roodt Son of  Amanda & Brian ZS5BBR 
26-Sep Brian Roodt ZS5BBR   
27-Sep Cheryl Holliday Spouse of  Dave  ZR5CW 
27-Sep Heather Trezona Daughter of Carolyn and Dave ZS4DT 
28-Sep John Fielding ZS5JF   
 
OCTOBER 2005 
01-Oct Mal  Mc Kenzie ZS5ACV   
02-Oct Willie Axford ZS5WI   
02-Oct Cynthia Jones Spouse of Dave  ZS5DJ 
02-Oct Robert Suberg ZR5RHS   
03-Oct Adrian Bean M3FLB Son of  Ronelle & Alan M0ROE & M0JAB 
11-Oct Eben Henning ZR5ED   
12-Oct Laura Mayall Daughter of Carol & Tony  ZS5GR 
14-Oct Rob Cohen ZS5LA   
15-Oct Michael Gordon Son of Christa & Glenn ZR5GDG 
16-Oct Justin Furner ZS5KT   
18-Oct John Young ZS5WG   
18-Oct Dulcie Hindmarch Spouse of Rob  ZS5RH 
24-Oct Emelia Minny Trip. Daughter of  Johannetjie & Jan ZS4JR 
24-Oct Hannelie Minny Trip. Daughter of Johannetjie & Jan ZS4JR 
24-Oct Janita Minny Trip. Daughter of Johannetjie & Jan ZS4JR 
25-Oct Heather Nel ZS5MN Spouse of Gerhard  ZS5GN 
25-Oct Frik Schutte ZS5KW   
28-Oct Ellen de Bruin Eggenoot van Daniel ZS4DA 
28-Oct Mike Parker ZR5ADQ  
  
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a very HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
 
HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 
 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, thanks-
Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
All times quoted in SAST 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
17 - 18  SARL VHF/UHF Contest (2nd leg) www.sarl.org.za/public/contests 
 Scandinavian Activity Contest CW www.sk3bg.se/contest/sacnsc.htm 
20 HARC General Meeting 19h00 for 19h30 
22  Schools close – inland provinces 
23  Schools close – coastal provinces 
24  HARC Swap Shop New Germany Nature Reserve 13h00 
 Heritage Day 
24 - 25  Scandinavian Activity Contest SSB www.sk3bg.se/contest/sacnsc.htm 
 CQ WW DX RTTY Contest www.cq-amatear-radio.com 
25 SARL President’s net / Intecnet 
27  World Tourism Day 
30  Final payment date of SARL subscriptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 2005  
 
1 - 2  Oceania DX Phone Contest www.wia.org.au 
2 RSGB 21/28 MHz Phone Contest www.rsgb.org.uk 
3 Closing date for logs for the SARL VHF/UHF contest 
 Schools open – inland and coastal provinces 
4  World Habitat Day 
6  SARL 80-metre QSO Party (2nd leg) www.sarl.org.za/public/contests 
11 HARC Committee Meeting 19h30 
14 – 15  CQ Hou Koers www.voortrekkers.co.za 
15 – 16  Jamboree on the Air www.jota.org 
 Worked all Germany Contest www.darc.de 
18 HARC General Meeting 19h00 for 19h30 
21  Closing date for logs for the SARL 80- metre QSO Party 
29 - 30  CQ WW DX Phone Contest www.cq-amatear-radio.com 
29 HARC Swap Shop New Germany Nature Reserve 13h00 
30 SARL President’s net / Intecnet 
 
Chirpers Column: 
 

The Chirpers Column September 2005 de ZS5IAN 
 
I write this now as vice chairman of the club. I hope that I will do every member proud. Just in case you were not at the AGM, I 
should like to reiterate what I said.  I believe that all committee members attend all committee meetings. My job is such that at time I 
have to go away on very short notice on business and may miss some meetings. But I will do my best. 
 
It seems ages – in fact it is ages since I have written a Chirpers Column – I think that our Secretary sends me out the obligatory 
reminder for these columns every two weeks so that he gets a store of them which he keeps hidden in a drawer for future dates when 
I forget to send him any articles. 
 
I wonder what happens to the other members of our club when the “bands are down”?  The bands have not been behaving themselves 
for some time now and we are in the lows of the 11 year sunspot cycle.  I suppose you could get on to IRLP and chat away with folks 
all over the world. I guess  that this is why we became “hams”. We wanted to chat to people with different backgrounds and from 
different countries to find out what a day in their life is like.  That is ragchewing.  That is what I enjoy most. 
 
Of course there are the hams that just like to collect countries and their excitement is hearing North Korea saying to them 59 OM!  
Similarly working the Islands of the world.  Some get their kicks by working QRP, others with CW, PSK31, etc etc. Whatever it is, I 
am sure that if the bands are down, that you just don’t throw in the gauntlet and take up tiddly winks.  To many of you radio is your 
passion, to others it is just another hobby along with photography, or deep sea diving, or aeroplane spotting….  So what do hams do 
when the bands are down?  
 
I love to construct easy circuits and watch them work. Sometimes, after I prove that they work, I put them away for another day when 
I will modify them. Sadly it seems that I never do! They just live in a box awaiting some other person to play with them.   
 
Right now I am playing with a magnetic loop antenna. I would just love to get this antenna to work on 40, 30, 20 meters.  I have now 
got the gamma match to work in the same spot for all three bands and the SWR down to about 1.2 to 1.  But testing it in my shack 
with a big metal door is not going to prove anything. I need to get it outside for a real test. Last night I managed to get the vacuum 
capacitor to get a reading of 1:1 on the 40 meter band. Roll on this Saturday when I will be able to hang it outside and see if I can 
make some contacts. 
 
I am still playing around with my closed loop of 80 meters in length (Skywire). Colin ZS5CF has persuaded me to take off the 
quarter wavelength 75 Ohm feed line cable and go back to the 450 Ohm ladder line. I have soldered on an extra 3 meters of ladder 
line so that I can connect it to my Yaesu Antenna Tuner for more testing.  Hope to have some feedback for you next month. 
 
CW Contesting is just not for me!  Well I had to give it a go at some stage, so the SARL CW contest seemed like a good idea. I got 
myself all prepared with paper and pencils and my Vibroplex paddle all nice and shiny and my rig set up for CW. At the appointed 
time, I went on to 20 meters and called “ZS5IAN TEST”   I heard an old friend Jim ZS5APS reply at the same speed that I was 
sending at, and just as I was going to give him his report and serial number, I got a flood of 4 stations coming in over me. Well I 
suppose that that is contesting – they all want your report and number. But there is plenty of time to work each one of them over the 3 
hours of the contest.  If there are 60 people in the contest and there are 3 bands and you work each one on each band (highly unlikely) 
then you would have 60 seconds to work each station. If I am sending at 15 wpm then I don’t need someone to come blasting in at 35 
wpm!  
I suppose that real contesting is dog eats dog, but whilst I find it OK on SSB, it just does not seem to fit in with my idea of “CW 
being the gentlemen’s mode of communication”! 
Guess if I really want to get into CW contesting then I had better learn to read callsigns at a far faster pace than I can do at present!  
Good old Gary held the flag high for the Highway Club on the CW competition.  Thanks Gary!  ……now where have I filed that 
Morse Runner program?……….. 
Talking of CW, it is so nice to hear lots of new “keys” on the CW portion of the band. My goodness, I have heard about 7 new ZR’s 
on 40 meters in the past 4 weeks.  One of them is sending from a computer, but that does not worry me – as long as it sounds like 
Samuel Morse wanted it to sound and if I am able to read it, then fine by me!  Also heard ZS5SV Scotty working fine fettle with his 
key last night. Nice to hear you again Scotty on the gentleman’s form of communication! 
 



Lovely to hear ZS5UR the ugly rat on the ridge back in fine fettle on the band.  (To Buz, aka the Baron, aka Bert, there is only one 
band and that is 40 meters.) Tubby has put up a cleverly disguised antenna for him and it works well and is concealed from all his 
neighbours.  He leads a difficult life what with having a mudder goose who only feeds him fishcakes and yoghurt (the yoghurt has 
Epsom salts added) and the Widow spiders that want to take him out for walks when he should be inside his shack sending CW and 
using his triple conversion heavily filtered 200 valve boat anchor.  
Just heard Jack ZS5MAC on 40 meters CW – my goodness – what a super fist he has. Very relaxed style to listen to. It has been 
many many moons since I have heard him on CW.  Well I suppose he should have a good fist – he taught many of the folks who use 
CW these days. 
 
Roger ZS5FX has also been active as has Derek ZS5DM. 
 
I picked up a nice radio on Saturday from our Sunday Bulletin swap shop. It is a Kenwood TS180 and came with a AT180 antenna 
matcher and a Kenwood PS30 power supply.  I was warned that it had not been used for some time as a transmitter.  The power 
supply kept on popping a 20 amp fuse that was soldered onto the main capacitor.  Bit of a schlep to solder a new one on each time, so 
ended up soldering a fuse holder in line. Of course once I had done that the flaming fuse has not blown!  Gary ZS5NK thinks that the 
fuse blowing was due to the components in the radio taking time to regain their capacity.  Could well be. In the meantime I thank 
Brad ZS5BP for letting this fine business radio go to me.  It performs well on CW and I will get the SSB microphone settings sorted 
out soon.  I guess that this radio was built in 1980 or so. I will use it tonight on 80 meters for the straight key night. 
 
Since found out that the power supply was putting out 16 volts – after a lot of playing about – doing what Sheila ZR5SC calls “hit 
and miss electronics”, I found a bad connection which I resoldered and have now got 13,8 volts out. 
 
On the subject of the Morse Code Gary ZS5NK – he of the great worked the world contester – feels that we need to find some ways 
of speeding up our reading and sending of CW whether using a key or a paddle.  The straight key nights are fine for those people 
who like to take out their straight keys for a bit of a thrash, but always we need to send at the speed of the slowest operator. That 
makes sense as it encourages those that are new to the Code to participate. 
What we need to organise is a “learn to go faster” night!  My CW has deteriorated since I have not had too many QSO’s with Buz. 
He always tried to encourage you to speed up each time.  I wonder who would be interested in an hour or so of faster sending (and 
hence reading) of CW say at about 8 to 9 pm a few evenings a week? Do let me know.  This of course could be the blind leading the 
blind!  Suggest using 2m in CW mode on 144.150   
 
Those of you who know me well know that I don’t pull my punches when speaking to people. I had told Gary (he of the great worked 
the world contester – but still awaiting North Korea) that his straight key dits were very difficult to read. It was as if he was not 
holding down the key for the full dit.  Derek ZS5DM had told me that Gary was very easy to read on straight key, so I was baffled.  
Last night the answer came in a flood to me. We were chatting on CW and he was using a paddle and the same thing happened – 
some of his dits not coming out of my rig loudspeaker.  I then switched on my Icom R75 and used a short piece of wire hanging out 
the back and hey presto – perfect copy!  The fact is that Gary is only about 500 meters away from me as the crow flies and his signal 
was just overloading my rig when I used a good transmitting antenna for receiving.  Even when he dropped down to 5 watts it was 
just too much for my rig.  But a short piece of wire as a receiving antenna showed the difference right away.  So there you are Gary, I 
take back what I said about your lousy straight key sending! 
 
We need more articles for this magazine so I have decided to try and embarrass some of you into writing articles that would be of 
major interest to our club members.  My suggestions are as follows; 
Gary ZS5NK to write an article on how he managed to get the last 10 countries that he needed for worked the world. 
ZS5IO Neil to write and article on preventative action on blowing a Linear Amplifier when setting up a station. 
ZS5DM Derek to write an article (not poetry, please) on the frustrations of driving a Kenwood TS50 with a car battery of 12,4 volts 
when he really needs 13,8 volts minimum.  He could also write and tell us how he manages with 10 watts to work many different 
parts of the world with a normal wire dipole.  (And that radio was built in the 1970’s!) 
ZS5CF Colin to let us know the ins and outs of setting up an antenna lying on the roof tiles and what happens when it rains, versus 
using a G5RV with both wire arms actually connected to the 300 Ohm feeder line. 
ZS5BP Brad to write about how some gremlins got into the HARC website and took out all his pictures and then made the website 
unavailable!  (He has got some fancy software for moving the pics of the rigs on each page. – Fascinating!) 
ZS5BBO Edwin on the frustrations of working the repeater with a hand held from a Bed and Breakfast in Durban North. 
ZR5TUX Edd on the problems of cross over intermodulation using discontinuous mode discriminators on equivalent logic operations 
in series and parallel erasable EPROMS using extended ASCII characters on F2 layer inversions with Quadrifilar distortion on 
intermittent Intermodulation distortion in electronically switched circuits when both Azimuth and elevation calculator programs are 
written in German.  (OK Edd, don’t write the article – I will just give you a lift to meetings instead.) 
 
Come on guys (and dolls) put pen to paper and lets have some interesting articles and some circuit diagrams for us to gain some fun 
and information.  
‘till next month Cheers 
de ZS5IAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Article received from Ken Groom on the Flood Disaster sent to me on 7th  Sept 2005: 
 
What a 3 day long weekend! Friday night around 23h30 (11:30pm) got an urgent e-mail from our Red Cross director regarding what 
has been going on in New Orleans and Mississippi after hurricane Katrina. It's a real mess as I'm sure you have all seen back home, 
dead bodies floating in the streets, water full of sewage, floating coffins, chemicals in the water, and the smell everyone tells me is 
just too dreadful for words. About 200 New Orleans police officers have deserted (stress) and 3 police /  firefighters committed 
suicide over the weekend.  Houston, Texas has taken 250,000 refugee's in. These people who lost their homes are upset about being 
called "refugee's", this word is now considered "politically incorrect" and so they have asked to be referred to as 'displaced people'. 
Because many of the people do not want to move a third time, Michigan has offered to take in 10,000 now (not 20,000 as originally 
banded about) and we expect those to start arriving tomorrow. A company here near our house in Michigan which makes luxury 
towed campers (30 - 40 foot long) which are really homes on wheels, got an order for 5,500 of their campers  (worth $20 million) 
from US Gov a few days ago, and they were told to  start sending them in batches of 100 down to Texas. 
 
So whilst everyone was enjoying their long weekend, I've been working at Red Cross most of the time since then making up 'comfort 
care' kits. These are free bags with basic essentials given out at Red Cross shelters to a person who has lost everything. To help them 
survive (besides food, water and medical) such items as soap, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, face cloth, band aids, small 
towel, deodorant are given. That's a basic kit, from there it gets sent on to one of three further 'assembly' lines where, if it is going to 
be given to a child, crayons and a toys are added. For men, shaving cream and 1 x razor is added (some with pen and paper), for 
women cotton wool, hair conditioner and some 'extras' are included. The final figure of 'care kits' made has not yet been determined 
aswe're still working on these so (may be higher eventually) so as not to give out perceived mis-information (never know who reads 
these things) just leave out the 20 - 30,000 figures in  case someone says "was that all"? They don't realize many branches of Red 
 Cross across USA are also assembling them and end figure could be closer to 500,000 by end of this month. 
Everything has to be marked, boxed and ready for dispatch. Imagine assembling  20,000 - 30,000 of these. As of today, President 
Bush announced each household of victims from Katrina gets from Gov a credit card with $2,000 cash I see, to cover their immediate 
needs. 
 
We still have a lonnnngggg way to go, I came home exhausted. 
 
Hope all is going well with you back in SA. Give my regards to everyone. 
 
All the best,  KEN.   ZR5AAD/W8 
 
 
An Interesting Article received from Eric Webster: 
Subject: Great Tips for Handling Telemarketers and Junk mail-Andy Rooney’s Tips for Handling Telemarketers. 

 
Three Little Words That Work!! 

(1) The three little words are: “Hold On, Please...” 
Saying this, while putting down your phone and walking off (instead of hanging-up immediately) would make each telemarketing 
call so much more time-consuming that boiler room sales would grind to a halt. 
Then when you eventually hear the phone company’s “beep-beep-beep” tone, you know it’s time to go back and hang up your 
handset, which has efficiently completed its task. 
These three little words will help eliminate telephone soliciting. 
 
(2) Do you ever get those annoying phone calls with no one on the other end? 
 
This is a telemarketing technique where a machine makes phone calls and records the time of day when a person answers the phone. 
This technique is used to determine the best time of day for a “real” sales person to call back and get someone at home. 
What you can do after answering, if you notice there is no one there, is to immediately start hitting your # button on the phone, 6 or 7 
times, as quickly as possible This confuses the machine that dialled the call and it kicks your number out of their system.  Gosh, what 
a shame not to have your name in their system any longer!!! 
 
(3) Junk Mail Help: 
 
When you get “ads” enclosed with your phone or utility bill, return these “ads” with your payment.  Let the sending companies throw 
their own junk mail away. 
When you get those “pre-approved” letters in the mail for everything from credit cards to 2nd mortgages and similar type junk, do not 
throw away the return envelope. 
Most of these come with postage-paid return envelopes, right?  It costs them more than the regular 37 cents postage “IF” and when 
they receive them back. 
It costs them nothing if you throw them away!  The postage was around 50 cents before the last increase and it is according to the 
weight. In that case, why not get rid of some of your other junk mail and put it in these cool little, postage-paid return envelopes. 
 
One of Andy Rooney’s (60 minutes) ideas. 
 
Send an ad for your local chimney cleaner to American Express.  Send a pizza coupon to Citibank.  If you didn’t get anything else 
that day, then just send them their blank application back! 
If you want to remain anonymous, just make sure your name isn’t on anything you send them. 
You can even send the envelope back empty if you want to just to keep them guessing! It still costs them 37 cents. 
The banks and credit card companies are currently getting a lot of their own junk back in the mail, but folks, we need to 
OVERWHELM them. Let’s let them know what it’s like to get lots of junk mail, and best of all they’re paying for it...Twice! 



Let’s help keep our postal service busy since they are saying that e-mail is cutting into their business profits, and that’s why they 
need to increase postage costs again.  You get the idea! 
If enough people follow these tips, it will work ---- I have been doing this for years, and I get very little junk mail anymore. 

 
An article from Gary ZS5NJK. 

HEAT KILLS. 
 

The motorist is warned that speed kills but with electronic equipment  it is heat that kills or shortens the life of equipment. 
This is especially so on some of the smaller radios like the Icom 706 mkG where so much has been stuffed into a small box. Theses 
radios have internal fans but still run very hot when used for long transmissions. Motor vehicles also constitute unfriendly 
environments for radios and additional cooling is needed. 
 
I came across an article in QST  which is the answer. Computer fans are cheap or can be salvaged from scrapped computers. They 
operate on 12 volts dc so are ideal. 
The main problem is how to mount them onto the radio. 
The writer of this article came upon a simple way to attach the fan to the rear heatsink on the radio. 
He used suitable sized plastic wall plugs – the kind you drill a hole in the wall push the plastic plug in a use a self-tapping screw. You 
might have to cut the plug to size so that you can wedge it into the heatsink with the end flush. 
Before mounting the fan check which way the airflow is moving as you want the fan to extract air out from the heatsink.Use an 
appropriate self-tapping screw. 
You will be able to “steal” power from the radio as the fans use a small amount of current. A 250ma fuse and a small 33ohm resistor 
in series will protect the radio in the event of the fan going short circuit and will also make it run quieter. 
 
Fans have been installed on my “antique radios” and do a great job of keeping the Collins KWM-2 and “S-line” cool.  These radios 
have a 6v ac socket on the back and a simple voltage doubler makes a suitable supply for the 12 volt fans. 
I find it more effective to suck out the hot air from equipment especially if the fan is on top of the cabinet. 
 
 
 
An Article from both Martin ZS5M & Phil ZS5RJ 
 
RECOGNIZING A STROKE - A true story 
 
Susie is recuperating at an incredible pace for someone with a massive stroke, all because Sherry saw Susie stumble.She asked Susie 
the 3 questions, so simple, this literally saved Susie's life.  Some angel sent it to Sherry and she did just what it said to do. Susie 
failed all three so 911 was called. Even though she had normal blood pressure readings and it did not appear to be a stroke as she 
could converse to some extent with the Paramedics, they took her to the hospital right away.  
Thank God for the sense to remember the 3 steps! 
 
Read and Learn! 
 
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may 
suffer brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a 
stroke by asking three simple questions: 
 
*Ask the individual to SMILE. 
*Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 
*Ask the person to SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE. 
If he/she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 911 immediately and describe the symptoms to the dispatcher. 
 
After discovering that a group of non-medical volunteers could identify facial weakness, arm weakness and speech problems, 
researchers urged the general public to learn the three questions. They presented their conclusions at the American Stroke 
Association's annual meeting last February. Widespread use of this test could result in prompt diagnosis and treatment of the stroke 
and prevent brain damage. 
A cardiologist says if everyone gets to read  this article, you can bet that at least some lives will be saved. 
 
 
The Amateurs Code-Received from Brad ZS5BP 
 
1. The Amateur is always Considerate.....  

He never knowingly uses the air in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of other persons.  

2. The Amateur is Loyal..... 

He offers his loyalty, encouragement and support to his fellow radio amateurs, his Club and to the South African Radio League, 
through which Amateur Radio is represented. 

3. The Amateur is Progressive..... 

He keeps his station abreast of science. It is well built and efficient. His operating practice is above approach. 

4. The Amateur is Friendly..... 



Slow and patient sending when requested, friendly advice and counsel to the beginner, kindly assistance, co-operation and 
consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of true Amateur Spirit. 

5. The Amateur is Balanced..... 

Radio is his hobby. He never allows it to interfere with any of the duties he owes to his home, his job, his school, or his community. 

6. The Amateur is Patriotic..... 

His knowledge and his station are always ready for the service of his country and his community. 
 
 
Editors Column: 
 
I received this very intriguing photo of ‘Water on Mars’, so in the news lately, our  first glimpse!-hi  
 

 
 
 
ARTICLES from Shaun ZR5S: 
 
The Midlands Amateur Radio Club has installed a KA-Node at the Hilton Digi 
site. Give it a go on ZS0HIL-7 
This new feature will improve DX contacts into the PMBurg district on 
144.625mhz, the packet frequency. 
The new TNC also has the ability to digipeat aprs beacons with WIDE,RELAY or 
TRACE as their path on this same frequency. 
 
The Midlands Amateur Radio Club now has a Website. We feel that it is important to be represented on the Internet. Please visit the 
site and e-mail any comments to the "Webmaster" 
Point your browser to; www.pmbcomp.co.za/marc 
 
APRS news 
Things are really happening on the APRS front, The hilton digi is now responding to aprs beacons (WIDE,TRACE AND RELAY) 
and Tracker kits are now availible for ordering. 
A good way to get started on this new, facinating mode is to install the software called "UI-View32" and just monitor whats 
happening. You will see ham stations all over the country come up on your computer map. Contact ZR5S, Shaun if you need help 
getting the software. 
NOTE For existing aprs users; set your path to;   APRS,WIDE3-3 
  
The tracker kits are available from ZS6CEY, Andy.   AndyC@netstar.altech.co.za      He works for the Netstar vehicle tracking 
company and has access to these wonderful toys. This kit includes everything you will need for your mobile station. just add 1x vhf 
radio and GO! 
here are the different kit prices; 
  
Full Kit including GPS and GPS antennae    R670 
  
Tracker kit only (TNC)        no GPS             R385 



GPS module (already assembled)                  R285 
GPS mag mount antennae                              R50 
  
Andy has donated 1x full kit to MARC and it will be used for public events and such. at the moment it has been put into OM 
Willem's, (ZR5ZS) work vehicle for testing purposes as he does a lot of traveling during the week. 
On behalf of MARC I wish to thank OM Andy for his generous contribution, and to the hard work into getting the APRS mode 
going. 
These kits can also be ordered through myself. my phone no. during O/H is 033-3421609 
  
Packeteers do it without talking, 
 
73's from Pietermaritzburg 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
 
 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Clubhouse, first floor of the Westville Civic Centre, William Lester Drive,. on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30 Refreshments are available at a nominal price. Talk-in facilities on the Repeater frequency (145.625Mhz) 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the second Tuesday of every month at the Clubhouse in Westville starting at 19h30. 
 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeaters (145.600 Mhz  and 145.625 Mhz network) as well 
as the simplex frequency of 145.225 MHz. all of which are linked through the UHF network, Bulletins are also relayed onto a frequency of 7.055 
MHz in the 40 meter band. A tape recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Highway repeaters at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.625Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h15 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
An Early Bird Net operates every Sunday morning between 06h15  and 06h45 on the frequency of 7055 Khz. In the 40 meter band, conducted by Ian 
(ZS5IAN) 
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h45 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. And continues until 07h40 Our Net Controller is Gary 
Potgieter (ZS5NK). 
 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz and 145.600Mhz(future) networks in the evenings. They are:-  
Mondays 19.30 Discussion Net  
Tuesdays 20.00 Y.L’s net.  with Pam (ZR5PAM) 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD) 
Thursdays 19.30 Free 
Fridays 19.30 Discussion Time 
Saturdays 19.30 HARC Newsline by Bruce (ZS5BR)  
Sundays 19.15+/- Free 
 
The SARL Presidents net  can be heard on the evening on Sundays whenever the Intecnet is scheduled by Hans ZS6AKV. 
Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
PACKET RADIO 
The user frequency is 144.625 MHz. The connect command is:- C ZS0WTE and the BBS address is ZS0WTE.PTN.KZN.ZAF.AF    The sysop is 
Tony (ZS5ACB), His telephone number at home is  (031)  708-2626 
 
TECHNICAL EVENING 
This evening has ceased until the club gets a replacement for Eric ZS5EWM, who has moved to the Fairest Cape. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies posted to them.  It is also 
available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical 
address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5BP). 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB. 
harc@harc.org.za 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday of every month starting at 13h30 for 14h00  at the New Germany Nature Reserve.   Refreshments and snacks are available at 
nominal prices. 

 



 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 
 
 

 
 
 

 


