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Non Committee Co-ordinator Profiles 
 
IRLP Brad Phillips           ZS5BP 031 763-3754 
Webmaster 
  
Repeaters & Brad Glen               ZS5WT 082-994-3331 
Interference                                               
 
On the Air Activities  Bruce Taylor           ZS5BR 031  261-5851 
& Digipeaters 
 
Awards Manager Phil Unterhorst        ZS5RJ 031 202-8807 
 
HARC Repeater Information 
 
VHF  Kloof     145.625Mhz   88.5Hz access tone(Dual Squelch). 
  Alverstone 145.600Mhz   88.5Hz access tone.(not installed yet) 
  
These VHF repeaters are linked on a hub repeater of 438.650 Mhz(Tx-7,6khz) 
 
NATURN UHF       Kloof             Ch 1                439.125Mhz  (  mobile RX  )(-7,6Mhz) 
                  Ridge Road    Ch 3                439.025Mhz      
                  Bluff        Ch 4                439.175Mhz  
                  Athlone Park Ch 5                439.075Mhz  (not installed yet) 
                  Kensington    Ch 6                439.275Mhz    136.5Hz  access tone reqd. 
   
These UHF repeaters are star linked via the Alverstone hub repeater 434.650 Mhz (Tx-1,6Mhz) 
 
Packet BBS  and Digipeater  Frequency: 144.625Mhz BBS: ZS0WTE, Digi: ZS0KLO-1 
 
 
BITS AND BOBS 
 

1. The Kerguelen Dxpedition Team left on the vessel Braveheart from Durban at 17h00 on Wednesday 9th March, bound for 
the Kerguelan Island. The team’s Bon Voyage message from Martti Laine OH2BH, the World Famous DXer, was read to 
the team at the Highway ARC meeting the evening before. –Lots of photos further on!-Ed 

 
 
BULLETIN PRESENTERS 
 

March 2005 
 
20th        Phil ZS5RJ (031) 2028807 
 
27th Sean ZR5SEP (031) 2617200 / (083) 3068654 
 
April 2005 
 
 
3rd  Edwin ZS5BBO (031) 2672817 
 
10th Lawry ZS5HV  (031) 702-8652 
 
17th  Gary ZS5NK (031) 701-0109 
 
24th Janet ZS5JAN (031) 2672817 
 
 
Compiled by Sean E. Pritchard ZR5SEP.  Sean will contact the readers if there are any changes. 
Folks-Sean needs more folk to assist with the Sunday bulletin reading, the more there are, the less often 
one has to be available to read! 

----------------------------------0000000000000000000000------------------------------- 
 
ADVERT    

BRADLEY GLEN (ZS5WT) 
 trading as: B-Comm 

ICOM AMATEUR/COMMERCIAL 
FOR ALL YOUR HAM/RADIO NEEDS 

E.MAIL: bradlington@yahoo.com PHONE:   082 9943331 or (031) 764-0787 
 
 



BIRTHDAY BOOK 
 
 
March 2005  
 
15-Mar Pieter De Wit ZR5TAZ   
15-Mar Terence Balfe ZS5ES   
16-Mar Janet Musto ZS5JAN, Spouse of  Edwin  ZS5BBO 
18-Mar Scotty Vallance ZS5SV   
19-Mar Willem Badenhorst ZS4PA   
21-Mar Ronelle Bean M0ROE, Spouse of Allan M0JAB  
24-Mar Annette Minny, Dogter van Johannetjie en Jan ZS4JR 
27-Mar Eric Mawhinney ZS5EWM   
28-Mar Richard Mayall ,Son of  Carol & Tony  ZS5GR 
30-Mar Christopher Philips, Son of Marion & Brad ZS5BP 
 
 
April 2005 
 
01-Apr Rob Hindmarch ZS5RH   
02-Apr Wesley Taylor   Son of Maria & Bruce  ZS5BR 
07-Apr Dave Mobey ZS5DRM   
08-Apr Roderick Barclay ZR5RE   
13-Apr Ann Mac Quillan Spouse of Ian ZS5IAN 
15-Apr Margaret Lauf Spouse of Lawry ZS5HV 
15-Apr Errol Wilson ZR5EGW   
16-Apr Dave Trezona ZS4DT   
19-Apr Tylan Cohen Son of  Le-Anne & Rob ZS5LA  
21-Apr Wendy Rudling Spouse of Shaun ZR5S 
24-Apr Hendrik Syffert    

 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a very HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
 
HOTLINE NEWSLETTER 
 
Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it, thanks-
Ed(Tony ZS5GR) 
 
FOR YOUR DIARY 
All times quoted in SAST 
 
March 2005 
 
1  HARC Committee Meeting 19h30********-NB 
5 – 6  ARRL International DX Phone Contest www.arrl.org/contests 
8  HARC Club Meeting 19h00 for 19h30*******NB 
                DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest www.darc.de 
9  Kerguelen Island DXPedition departs from Durban Harbour. 
13 - 14  RSGB Commonwealth CW Contest www.rsgb.org.uk 
18  Schools close – inland provinces 
19 - 20  SARL VHF/UHF Contest (1st leg) www.sarl.org.za/public/contests 
             Russian DX Contest 
21 Human Rights Day 
22 World Water Day 
23  World Meteorological Day 
24  Schools close – coastal provinces 
Fri 25  Good Friday 
26 HARC Swap Shop-New Germany Nature Reserve 
26 - 27  CQ WW WPX SSB Contest  
Mon 28  Easter Monday/Family Day 
31  Submit final papers for AMSATCON2005; closing date for part 1 of the 2005 Construction Competition 
 
APRIL 2005 
4  Schools open – inland and coastal provinces  
5  Bloemfontein RAC Meeting 19:00  
6   SARL 80-Meter QSO Party (1st leg) www.sarl.org.za/public/contests 
7   SARL Awards Dinner NARC  
9  SARL AGM - NARC  
10 SARL Hamnet 40-metre Contest www.sarl.org.za/public/contests 
  Schools open – all provinces  
12 HARC Committee Meeting 19h30 



16 Holyland DX Contest  
18 World Amateur Radio Day  
19 HARC Club Meeting 19h00 for 19h30 
22 Closing date for logs for the SARL 80-metre QSO party  
25 Closing date for logs for the SARL Hamnet 40-metre contest  
27 Freedom Day  
30 HARC Swap Shop-New Germany Nature Reserve 
 
Pictures: Club Event (sent in by Jo ZR5PO) 

 
 
Swap Shop Day : New Germany Nature Reserve 
 
Pictures: Other Events 

 
 
Monthly Japanese Gardens POP OM’s Get-Together 
 
Other Humourous Pictures:  

 
Sign seen displayed in an eatery up in the Botha’s Hill area-Ed 
 



 
Joke from V51TT’s NARL Newsletter: 

HOW TO TELL THE SEX OF A FLY 
 

A woman walked into the kitchen to find her husband stalking around with a fly swatter. 
"What are you doing?" she asked. "Hunting flies" he responded. 

"Oh. Killing any?" she enquired. "Yep, 3 males, 2 females," he replied. 
Intrigued, she asked: "How can you tell?" He responded, "3 were on a beer can, 2 were on the phone." 

 
An Article from ZS5RJ 
 
MONEY! 
 It can buy a Bed, but not Sleep. 
 It can buy a Clock, but not Time. 
 It can buy you a Book, but not Knowledge. 
 It can buy you a Position, but not Respect. 
 It can buy you Medicine, but not Health. 
 It can buy you Blood, but not Life. 
 It can buy you Sex, but not Love. 
  
So you see money isn't everything, and it often causes pain and suffering. 
  
 I tell you all this because I am your Friend, and as your Friend I want to take away your pain and suffering.... 
  
 So send me all your money and I will suffer for you, cash is fine or I can send you my banking details if you do 
Internet banking. 
  
Technical Article: Packet TNC. 
 
More News from Packet: 
 
Also from Dawie ZR6DHC: 
 
The following also from the Baycom site 
The new high speed modem EPPFLEX from Baycom: 
This page provides a brief overview of the new high speed 
modem EPPFLEX for the PCs EPP and ECP port.  
What is the EPPFLEX modem? 
With the first EPP adapter, published in 1997, BayCom made a 
big leap toward high speed packet links and network access. The 
EPP adapter allowed the connection of a normal DF9IC FSK 
modem to the enhanced parallel port of the PC, achieving 
bitrates of up to 600kbit/s. With the EPPFLEX modem, 
which was mainly developed by Thomas Sailer, HB9JNX, 
BayCom presents a totally new generation of high speed 
modems based on the experience with the EPP adapter.  
Basically, the EPPFLEX modem has the same functionality like 
the EPP adapter with an FSK modem connected. It integrates all 
digital functions of the EPP adapter and the FSK modem in a 
single FPGA (a XILINX XCS-10), thus greatly reducing cost of 
components. The EPPFLEX modem also contains the analog 
part of an FSK modem and thus is all one needs (besides of course a special radio) to go on air with FSK modulation up to several 
hundred kbit/s.  
Since the FPGA does not have a memory to store its configuration, it is programmed by the driver when packet operation starts. This 
has a big advantage: The FPGA can also be programmed to do something completely different, by just loading an other driver 
configuration! In our case, we use the EPPFLEX also to be used on the PCs ECP port, which allows even higher baudrates. And there 
also exists a driver, which allows a perfect emulation of 1200Bd AFSK, so you can use the EPPFLEX modem also for conventional 
packet operation.  
The EPPFLEX modem allows a great variety of bit rates, for FSK e.g. from 4800Bd up to about 1Mbit/s (depends on how much data 
your computer can still handle!). However, one must decide for a bit rate when building or ordering the EPPFLEX, since the analog 
components of the modems have to be adjusted to this bit rate. But by just changing a few capacitors, an  adaptation to another bit 
rate can be done late. By default, we deliver a bit rate of 76.800bit/s, since this has become most popular in Germany.Other bit rates 
are available on request.  
  Where do I get a full technical information?  
We still did not have the time to translate the manual into English, so our apologies if there is only  
 
the  German construction manual available here. We will work hard to provide an English manual as soon as possible. However, you 
can access the  circuit diagram here and also the  assembly plan. Please note that all these technical informations are copyright 
protected, we offer it to you for your information and enable you to build an EPPFLEX of your own, but you are not allowed to use 



this information commercially in any form and you are also not allowed to sell equipment built on the basis of this technical 
information!  
Which software is available? 
Currently, FlexNet is the only software supporting the EPPFLEX modem. Flexnet drivers and (of course) also Linux drivers can be 
accessed here!   
The other FlexNet software can be downloaded from the FlexNet homepage.  
We are currently working to have more drivers available for the EPP modem. 
If you are a software author and are interested to include the EPP modem in your software, please contact the BayCom team.  
What is the status of the project? 
The EPP modem is available as of now. A comprehensive description will be published in the German amateur radio magazine 
"FUNKAMATEUR" in the next few months.  Please contact  baycom@baycom.org for further information on the EPPFLEX 
modem.  
****************************************** 
 
Cheers de Dawie ZR6DHC 
 
Another Leadless Soldering Article (From the Packet BBS) 
 
Sent out by  :Sten ZS6CFC 
 
Title       :Lead Free Solder  
 
 
TECHNICL HEALTH HAZARDS OF SOLDERING-by A M BROWN VK2KJM, Senior Lecturer in Occupational Medicine, 
Univ. of Newcastle, Australia* 
 
Over the last few years more attention has been given to occupational health and safety and there has been a corresponding 
recognition that hobby activities may also carry health and safety risks. Our hobby of amateur radio has hazards and articles have 
appeared in Amateur Radio magazines about electrical safety, general safety in the shack, and the hazards of radio frequency 
radiation. Most amateurs do some soldering at sometime or the other but may not recognize that this could be HAZARDOUS! 
 
Recently an electronics engineer was referred to an occupational medicine unit because of symptoms of headache, hay fever, cough, 
wheeze and nose bleeds. Unusually for this condition, this person did not seem to get much better at the weekends. This person's 
symptoms were eventually related to SOLDERING, and the reason he did not get better away from work was that as an amateur, he 
did some soldering at home too! This amateur said that he had been in electronics for 25 years, but had never heard that soldering 
could make one sick. This article is thus a response to inform other amateurs. 
 
WHAT IS SOLDERING ? 
Soldering is a technique for joining metals by wetting the parent metals with a filler metal and filling the joint gaps by capillary 
action. Brazing and "silver soldering" are similar processes that use different filler metals and require the parent metals to be at a 
much higher temperature, while welding  is a process whereby the parent metals are actually fused. This is not an article about the 
technical aspects of soldering, so only a brief outline is given in this discussion. A number of technical books have been written about 
soldering and readers should refer to these. 
Soldering has been used in many applications in joining pipes or sheets as in plumbing or radiator manufacture, or making cans( a 
use that is being replaced by welding) and in electronics. The rest of this discussion will be confined to the use of soldering in 
electronics. 
Most of us think of soldering in terms of building or repairing a piece of equipment for ourselves. This is manual soldering--a 
soldering iron in one hand solder on the other, and equipment on the bench. Of course in the electronic industries, there is much 
manual soldering, but there is also mass soldering of printed circuit boards in the commercial production of electronic equipment, 
where printed circuit boards with components attached are moved by a conveyor over a bath of molten solder and a wave brings the 
solder to the board.In other situations, wires are "tinned" by dipping them in a pot of molten solder. 
 
The soldering process requires four things: 
       a) an appropriate filler metal(solder); 
         b) appropriate parent metals; 
       c) a source of heat; and 
       d) a flux 
 
Solder is a mixture of tin and lead often with very small amounts of other metals such as antimony, copper, silver or cadmium. Solder 
melts at a low temperature ( dependent on its exact composition); thus the amount of heating 
needed is not very great and can be achieved with a soldering iron. The common combinations of tin and lead are 60/40, 50/50, and 
40/60. 
Not all parent metals can be soldered with tin/lead solder. The commonly used one is copper but silver, iron and steel, zinc, nickel, 
gold, platinum and palladium are also solderable. Chromium and cobalt are impossible to 
solder. Heat is required to melt the solder, and for electronics work, a soldering iron is used for manual soldering, while for mass 
soldering, the solder is heated by an induction furnace. 
To be soldered, the parent metals need to be clean. This means not only free of dirt, oil or grease, but also free from metal oxides. 
This is the role of flux. A flux acts to dissolve metal oxide films and to evaporate them as the 
flux itself boils. This leaves the clean parent metal, and the solder can flow over the surface. Fluxes may be inorganic or organic. The 
inorganic fluxes are those such as zinc chloride. These tend to be acidic and to attack electronic components, and so are primarily 
used in plumbing. 
There are a few special organic fluxes, but the type used for electronic work are organic resins or rosins. The term "rosin" or "resin" 
are used interchangeably by manufacturers. Usually resin refers to an organic material that is  



insoluble in water, while rosin refers to the resin distilled from the turpentine of certain pine trees. The medical and occupational 
health literature usually refers to rosin as colophony. Rosin may be diluted with turpentine as a flux 
paste or with alcohol as a liquid flux. Because pure rosin is not a perfect flux, other materials such as organic amines, amides or 
hydro halides may be added to it to" activate" it. These are usually amine hydrochlorides, 
which increase the flux's reactivity with metal oxides and improve wetting. These activated rosins are used in rosin-cored solder.  
When soldering is done, there is usually quite a lot of visible fume. This is almost entirely the flux and the metal oxides being 
evaporated from the work piece.   
 
HAZARDS OF SOLDERING: 
 
The major hazards of soldering relate to the effects of lead, effects on the skin, effects on the respiratory tract. 
 
a) A frequent concern about soldering is the possibility of lead poisoning,yet in fact , this is most uncommon. The reason is that in 
normal use the lead in solder cannot enter the body easily. Inorganic lead (as in solder)penetrates 
the skin very poorly, and this is not a significant route. Solder melts and is used at a low temperature, about 180C, and there is very 
little lead fume given off until much higher temperatures, so breathing in lead is unlikely.(In 
some non electronic uses of soldering, joints are buffed and this can produce respirable dust and in some industrial applications very 
fine grade solder powder has been a source of lead poisoning). 
 
The other way solder could enter the body and cause lead poisoning is by eating it. Now, few people would even deliberately eat 
solder, but it is possible to have lead on one's hands and transfer it to the mouth when eating or smoking. This would only be small 
amounts but they can add up. The person most at risk from the lead in the solder would not be you, but your small children. Small 
blobs of solder on the bench or floor attract children's interest and they often put things in their mouth. 
 
A survey of solderers in electronics factories in New Zealand found that generally solderers do not have higher blood lead levels than 
the general population. As far as lead is concerned, always wash hands after using solder, before eating or smoking, and clean up 
blobs of solder and keep small children from handling it. 
 
b) Skin 
(i) Heat- Whenever one uses a source of heat,there is the possibility of burns. Modern soldering irons tend to have stands that enclose 
the hot tip to reduce the possibility of burns. Care is always needed handling a soldering iron. Drops of molten solder usually only 
give small burns  but even these can be quite painful. 
 
(ii)Dermatitis- Skin can be affected by things other than heat. The inorganic fluxes are often acidic and cause irritation (or burns) to 
the skin.  Over the past few years, a number of cases of allergic contact dermatitis have been reported in people exposed to soldering 
fumes at work in electronics factories. Specific testing of these people has shown that they have become allergic, either to colophony 
in the flux or to aminoethylethanolamine used as a flux activator. In the workplace, allergic contact dermatitis settles with removal 
from exposure and medication, but usually recurs with re-exposure, necessitating a change of job. This type of dermatitis from 
soldering is rare, but it is a possibility.  
 
iii)Respiratory Tract-Breathing in foreign material can cause various reactions. Commonly, materials cause irritation to the upper 
airways characterized by nose and throat irritation and cough. Some material can cause asthma, which is a narrowing of the small 
airways of the lung, usually in response to some external agent, either by direct inflammation or by an allergic mechanism. A number 
of studies have shown clearly that exposure to colophony in soldering fumes can cause asthma. 
In one electronics factory, 22% of solderers reported having work-related respiratory symptoms (mostly breathlessness and/or 
wheeze). In this factory, the solderers also had lower measures of lung function than workers in other jobs. Many of the solderers 
also reported work-related rashes and nasal inflammation (rhinitis). 
If people are being affected by their work, they tend to leave, so any survey of a workplace will see only "survivors", and thus will 
tend to underestimate the problem. A study of the people who had left this electronics factory found that there was a "survivor" 
situation, because a significantly greater proportion of people had left soldering jobs because of ill health than those who had left 
from non-soldering jobs. 
The asthma that can be caused by work with colophony may occur after a variable period of time. It has been reported to occur after 
as short a time as two months and as long a time as 25 years. 
 
Colophony is not the only soldering relating cause of asthma. Other fluxes such as a polyether glycol mixture (used in electronics 
situations) and aminoethyl ethanolamine (in aluminum brazing) have been implicated. Other agents come not from fluxes but from 
wire coatings. The varnish on copper wire is often a polyurethane compound. Polyurethanes are made up of, and break down into, 
polyalcohols and isocyanates. The isocyanates, especially toluene di-isocyanate (TDI), are potent causes of asthma. When 
polyurethane is burnt off wires, TDI  
may be released, and this had lead to asthma in a person who tinned compound leads by dipping them in molten solder.  
 
Similarly, the coloured plastic insulation on wires is often polyvinylchloride (PVC), and its thermal degradation products are known 
to trigger asthma, though this has not been reported in electronics situations. The message here is to remember to remove insulation 
from wires before soldering and do not try to burn it off with the iron (it makes a messy joint, anyway). 
 
What can be done about it? Once a person has become sensitized to a chemical, he or she usually remains sensitive to it and will react 
to it again in the future. This means that, if you become sensitized to soldering, you will find 
it very difficult to ever do any soldering without symptoms. 
The only sure way to avoid further reactions is to avoid further exposure. It may be possible to change to another chemical, but often 
the alternatives are not very different---different brands may actually be identical in composition, or the body reacts to closely related 
compounds. Once sensitized, it can be very difficult to avoid exposure, even with good ventilation and respiratory protection. 



The best thing is to minimize exposure in the first place and so minimize the risk of sensitization. For the electronics industry, there 
are some guidelines, such as the the ones produced by the New Zealand Department of Health detail good practice and regular 
assessments. 
In the shack, prevention is a matter of common sense aimed at reducing the amount of fumes breathed. Soldering iron bits should be 
kept clean and then replaced when worn out. Ensure ventilation in the area, preferably exhaust 
ventilation or at least moving away from you. If you are concerned about your health, then it would be best to consult a doctor.  
 
[ Excerpts from the August 1990 issue of the AMATEUR RADIO]  Sonny DU1JZ...............  
 
Technical article posted to the editor: 
 
20 Meter Full Wave Horizontal Loop Antenna-From Rob ZS5RH 
 
After reading up a well known article in the ‘CQ’ of Feb 1997, I decided to have a go. Not having trees in the right places or really 
high enough, plan ‘B’ was drawn up from imagination, which asset we need right from the start to be crazy enough to be HAMS! 
Imagine a 5 sided figure made from 5 bamboo spreaders 72° apart, attached to an alloy disc 2mm thick, with electrical saddles.  Each 
bamboo spreader ± 3.4m long with 3 coats varnish and the tips fitted with a ‘T’ piece made of plastic tubing, drilled to take a smaller 
tube for the plastic coated wire to run through. The wire is heavy twin flex ripped to make a single wire 21.78m long from the 
calculation supplied in the article. 
A steel rod fitted with a disc drilled with 5 holes is attached to the centre of the base plate so that ‘Polyprop’ cord could be used to 
guy up the bamboos against drooping. 
Under the base plate is a brass flanged boss machined to fit 40mm TV tubing, and clamped with exhaust clamp. 
The mast is 2 pieces 55mm stainless tubing, joined with flanges and bolted together to make it 8m long and extended with the 40mm 
TV tubing to 10.75m long, by way of sleeve and exhaust clamps. In a rush to get it running in late November and due to my 
ignorance the antenna sustained injury to 2 spreaders and the first 50cm of TV tube! 
On this occasion I had the support and sympathy of Angus ZS5GV and Ray ZS5BM! 
Further work postponed until I had repairs done and better plan for lifting was devised. 
Christmas came and went, so at last we put it up late January, but mistake Nº 2 was to use heavy coax with an extra piece connected 
with a heavy barrel connector. After this was discovered by there being a lot of noise and crackling and funny readings from the 
ATU, I shorted out the coax at the bottom and actually used the antenna as a vertical, which is also mentioned in the CQ article.  
Operation Nº 3 was  2 weeks ago when we took the antenna down and fitted new RG58 coax, very light and works well. 
The new lifting routine is by way of a rope through a pulley on the on the outbuilding, attached to the towing eye on the front of the 
car and by gently reversing and being guided by Ray and Angus on the other guys. It went up smoothly and safely, what a pleasure! 
Thanks to Angus and Ray with their patience and humour and readiness to come over and help, I am reminded that ham radio is 
made up of really good people. 
Using the TS530SP Kenwood with a 230 Tuner, here is a short list of  some contacts made. 
10 metres: IZ8DSX  
15 metres: EI8JR- 4X6KF- LA1CU- K3LP- G0EHO- F5LIW- VU2DSI- YC0KCI- D2DX 
20 metres: VR2XMT- IK2IQD- LU6GB- PY7CPC- LU7MAL- VK5AZ- JA8NFV 
The 10 metre contact at 14h00 on 10/02/05, reports: my signal: 5/3 
The 15 metre contacts mostly between 14h00 and 18h00, reports: 5/4 – 5/9 
The 20 metre contacts mostly evenings. Reports: 5/5 – 5/9. 
All in all, a working venture and cost wise very reasonable to construct. I am very impressed with the results and can recommend the 
loop especially where cost is a factor. 
 
Rob Hindmarch ZS5RH 
 
An article from Packet from ZS6RZ Bob Innes 
 
`Hi Guys, 
  
I am attempting to introduce a bi-monthly radio amateur/electronic/computer newsletter. This publication will be available on my 
website, to view on-line or to download a PDF file if you so wish. 
 I welcome any construction articles, component info, branch activities, i.e. what are your branch members building designing etc? 
 The very first publication has been posted already, and the second one is almost ready. 
  
Please circulate the following website details to your club members at your next meeting - I look forward to their support. 
 Please note that the home page is still under construction, and links to other pages will be added as we go along. 
 Only quality articles will be accepted for publishing, and may be in English or Afrikaans - ons is heeltemaal tweetaalig!.   
 This website already has links in the UK and USA. http://myweb.absamail.co.za/innesbob/index.htm 
I look forward to any comments and help. 
Bob Innes ZS6RZ-(Muddlers Net 7.095Mhz@ 18-19h00 Daily, 3.655Mhz in Winter)-Ed 
 
An article from Phil ZS5RJ-Fire in the House! 
 
 Subject: FW: House on fire - VERY INTERESTING. 
This was received from someone in the home insurance business, it is well worth reading: 
 
The original message was written by a lady whose brother and his wife learned a hard lesson this past week. 
Their house burned down....nothing left but ashes. They have good insurance so the home will be replaced and most of 
the contents. That is the good news. However, they were sick when they found out the cause of the fire. The insurance 
investigator sifted through the ashes for several hours. He had the cause of the fire traced to the master bathroom. He 



Asked her sister-in-law what she had plugged in the bathroom. She listed the normal things....curling iron, blow dryer. 
He kept saying to her, "No, this would be something that would disintegrate at high temperatures". 
Then her sister-in-law remembered she had a Glade Plug-In in the bathroom. The investigator had one of those "Aha" 
moments. He said that was the cause of the fire. He said he has seen more home fires started with the plug-in type room 
fresheners than anything else. He said the plastic they are made from is a THIN plastic. He also said that in every case 
there was nothing left to prove that it even existed. When the investigator looked in the wall plug, the two prongs left 
from the plug-in were still in there. 
Her sister-in-law had one of the plug-ins that had a small night Light built in it. She said she had noticed that the light 
would dim and then finally go out. She would walk in to the bathroom a few hours later, and the light would be back on 
again. 
The investigator said that the unit was getting too hot, and would dim and go out rather than just blow the light bulb. 
Once it cooled down it would come on. That is a warning sign. The investigator said he personally wouldn’t have any 
type of plug in fragrance device anywhere in his house. 
He has seen too many homes that have been burnt down due to them. 
 
PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU KNOW. 
NOT ONLY COULD IT SAVE SOMEONE'S HOME, BUT IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE'S LIFE. 
 
Regards 
Belinda Botes 
Mutual & Federal Ins. Co. Ltd 
Empangeni Underwriting 
 
Kerguelen Island Dxpedition Photos: 
 
 

 
 

Mark Obberman AG9A   Mirek Rozbicki VK6DXI Circle of Kerguelen Dxpeditioners 
 

            
 
Team Leader:            Lew (Doc) SayreW7EW         Wes Lamboley W3WL        John Sluymer VE3EJ 
James Brooks 9V1YC 
 
 

      
 
 Mike Mraz  N6MZ        & Charlie Hansen N0TT        Robert Lusnia SP5XVY        Bernie Pfander HB9ASZ 



Not present at Club Meeting: 
 

 
 

 
 Mark Haynes M0DXR  & Andrew Williamson GI0MWG as the Braveheart departs  
 
 

     
The Braveheart (left) berthed in Durban South Africa on Sunday (Feb 27) waiting for the 
Kerguelen Island Team (FT5X) to fly in. 
 
 

 
This is of the Swiss Army Morse Key that 
was presented to our Club by Bernie Pfander 
HB9ASZ. Edwin has allowed Ian ZS5IAN to 
use it to contact the guys once they are on 
Kerguelen Island and after that it will be 
returned to the Club. 
It was manufactured in 1935 and has a 
beautiful feel to it. (What else would you 
expect from the Swiss?!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION 
 
 
MEETINGS 
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Clubhouse, first floor of the Westville Civic Centre, William Lester Drive,. on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30 Refreshments are available at a nominal price. Talk-in facilities on the Repeater 
frequency (145.000/145.600Mhz) 
 
The Committee holds its meetings on the second Tuesday of every month at the Clubhouse in Westville starting at 19h30. 
 
BULLETINS 
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeaters (145.600 Mhz  and 145.625 Mhz 
network) as well as the simplex frequency of 145.225 MHz. all of which are linked through the UHF network, Bulletins are also 
relayed onto a frequency of 7.055 MHz in the 40 meter band. A tape recording of the bulletin is re-broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday 
evening on the repeater frequencies. 
 
The S.A.R.L weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Highway repeaters at 08h30 on a Sunday morning. 
 
The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.600Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h15 .  
 
AMATEUR RADIO NETS.  
An Early Bird Net operates every Sunday morning between 06h15  and 06h45 on the frequency of 7055 Khz. In the 40 meter band, 
conducted by Ian (ZS5IAN) 
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long-standing starts at 06h45 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. And continues until 07h40 Our Net 
Controller is Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK). 
 
Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.625Mhz and 145.600Mhz(future) networks in the evenings. They are:-  
Mondays 19.30 Discussion Net  
Tuesdays 20.00 Y.L’s net.  with Pam (ZR5PAM) 
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD) 
Thursdays 19.30 Free 



Fridays 19.30 Discussion Time 
Saturdays 19.30 HARC Newsline by Bruce (ZS5BR)  
Sundays 19.15+/- Free 
 
The SARL Presidents net  can be heard the last Sunday of every month at noon on a frequency of 7082 Khz  
Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in. 
 
PACKET RADIO 
The user frequency is 144.625 MHz. The connect command is:- C ZS0WTE and the BBS address is ZS0WTE.PTN.KZN.ZAF.AF    
The sysop is Tony (ZS5ACB), His telephone number at home is  (031)  708-2626 
 
TECHNICAL EVENING 
This evening has ceased until the club gets a replacement for Eric ZS5EWM, who has moved to the Fairest Cape. 
 
HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER. 
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies posted to 
them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-3078,   Email address 
is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093. 
 
INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES. 
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za 
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5BP). 
 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB. 
harc@harc.org.za 
 
SWOP SHOP. 
The last Saturday of every month starting at 13h30 for 14h00  at the New Germany Nature Reserve.   Refreshments and snacks are 
available at nominal prices. 

 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


