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HARC Repeater Information
VHF Kloof    145.600Mhz   88.5Hz access tone reqd

Alverstone    145.625Mhz   88.5Hz access tone reqd.

These VHF repeaters are linked on a hub repeater of 438.650 Mhz(Tx-7,6khz)

NATURN UHF         Kloof           Ch 1                  439.125Mhz  (  mobile RX  )(-7,6Khz)
                 Ridge Road Ch 3                  439.025Mhz
                 Bluff  Ch 4                   439.175Mhz
                 Kensington  Ch 6                          439.275Mhz    136,.5Hz  access tone

These UHF repeaters are star linked via the Alverstone hub repeater 434.650 Mhz (Tx-1,6Mhz)

Packet BBS and Digipeater Frequency: 144.625Mhz

BITS AND BOBS
1. Brad ZS5WT asks: Please advise members in the next Hotline that they should continue to refer to the ÜHF

repeaters as NATURN as originally named:
NAT-Natal
U -UHF
R -Repeater
N -Network.

2. Also from Brad: Extract from PMRA agenda to ICASA for re-allocation of
our UHF spectrum.  Again the issue is use it or lose it.
Band 430-440 MHz
Recommendation that South Africa follow ITU note S5.274 " Alternative allocation: that the bands
430-432 MHz paired with 438-440 MHz are allocated to the fixed and mobile, except aeronautical mobile
services, on a primary basis". Or if not 2 by 2 MHZ then at least 2 by 1 MHz be allocated, 430-431 MHz
paired with 439-440 MHz. NF 23 correctly states that the above – mentioned allocation is not part of the
current ITU Radio Regulations. It is our suggestion to get it incorporated as a South African sub band
usage. The ERO in its detailed spectrum investigation process has identified the allocation 432 - 438 MHz
for amateur use—Brad

3. The SARL New Year has begun, have you bought insurance to continue your hobby yet. Is your hobby
worth 75 cents /day to you? Yes! Then join the SARL, it’s the right thing to do. (Thanks to ZARC-Ed)

4. Late input: The HARC thanks Jimmy ZR5Z for the donation of a book of stamps, towards Hotline postage
costs.

BULLETIN PRESENTERS

May 2004

23rd  Gary ZS5NK (031) 701-0109

30th Lawry ZS5HV (031) 702-8652

June 2004



6th Bruce ZS5BR (031) 261-5851

13th Phil ZS5RJ (031) 2028807

20th  Sean ZR5SEP (031) 2617200

27th  Tony ZS5ACB (031) 708-2626

July 2004

4th Gary ZS5NK (031) 701-0109

11th Lawry ZS5HV (031) 702-8652

18th Bruce ZS5BR (031) 261-5851

25th Phil ZS5RJ (031) 2028807

__________________________________________________________________________
HARC AGM: The HARC AGM is in August, everybody please think who you want on
the Committee. Lawry has reached his term as Chairperson, his 2 year period will be
over according to our constitution. Certain folk on the Committee will want a
change as well_____________________________________________________________

Quotation:-
To attract attractive people, you must be attractive. To attract powerful people, you must be powerful. To attract
committed people, you must be committed. Instead of going to work on them, you go to work on yourself. If
you become, you can attract.
--Jim Rohn

ADVERT
BRADLEY GLEN (ZS5WT)

 trading as: B-Comm
ICOM AMATEUR/COMMERCIAL

FOR ALL YOUR HAM/RADIO NEEDS
E.MAIL: b_comm1@yahoo.com PHONE:   082 9943331 or (031) 764-0787

BIRTHDAY BOOK

May 2004

23-May Sean    Pritchard   ZR5SEP
27-May Adrian   v.d. Walt   ZS4VS
28-May Le-Anne   Spouse of  Rob   ZS5LA

June 2004

2-Jun Tarryn  Holliday  ZR5TA Daughter  of Dave ZR5CW  & Cheryl
2-Jun Peter  Von Puttkammer ZS5AM
3-Jun Kobus  Smit ZR5TZ
3-Jun Andrew Trezona Son of  Dave ZS5DT & Carolyn
5-Jun June  Worthington Spouse of Ray  ZS5BM
7-Jun Natalie  Rowles ZR5RN
8-Jun Marianne  Fleischer Spouse of  Brian
12-Jun Hannele  de Bruin Dogter van Daniel  ZS4DA
16-Jun Maria Taylor Spouse of Bruce ZS5BR
19-Jun Graham  Perryman
19-Jun Joan  Wheeler Mother  of  Garth ZS5GMW
20-Jun Tyrone  Ferguson ZS5TT
22-Jun Brian Booth ZS5BSB
22-Jun Les  Watts ZS5LW
24-Jun Harold  Sink ZS5KA
26-Jun Edwin  Musto ZS5BBO Spouse of Jan ZS5JAN
30-Jun Barbara  Potgieter Spouse  of  Gary  ZS5NK



July 2004

1-Jul Margaret Schleyer Spouse of  Michael
1-Jul Deon Swanepoel ZR5DS
3-Jul Jenny Mac Quillan Daughter of Anne & Ian ZS5IAN
5-Jul Leanne Worthington Daughter of Ray ZS5BM
6-Jul Bob Wheeler Father of Garth ZS5GMW
7-Jul Brian Broad ZS5BB
7-Jul Estelle Nel Daughter of Heather ZS5MN & Gerhard ZS5GN
8-Jul Jean Mobey ZR5JEM, Spouse of Dave  ZS5DRM
8-Jul Sylvia Wilson Spouse of Errol   ZR5EGW
11-Jul Penny Fielding Spouse of John  ZS5JF
17-Jul Peter Black M1TNT
28-Jul Garth Wheeler ZS5GMW
29-Jul Peter Brown ZS5ACT
29-Jul Cara Mac Quillan Daughter of Anne & Ian ZS5IAN
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in wishing you all a very
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HOTLINE NEWSLETTER

Articles are always sought. Anybody having something interesting for the magazine, please e-mail it to me or snail mail it,
thanks-Ed(Tony ZS5GR)

FOR YOUR DIARY
All times quoted in SAST

May 2004

18 HARC Monthly Meeting 19 for 19h30
20 Ascension Day
25 Marconi Day
29 HARC Swap Swop  New Germany Nature Reserve 13h00
29 – 30 CQ WW WPX CW Contest www.cq-amatear-radio.com
30 SARL President’s net
31 Deadline Radio ZS Articles

JUNE

5 World Environmental Day
5 – 6 IARU Region 1 CW Field Day
8 HARC Committee Meeting 19h30
11 – 13 PEARS Mid-Year Digital Contest
13 Father’s Day
16 Youth Day – Comrades Marathon

Kids Day   www.sarl.org.za/public/contests
19 Combined Swap Shop/Club Meeting with Bring & Braai(13h00)
19 - 20 All Asian DX CW Contest

SMIRK Contest www.jarl.or.jp/English/4_Library/
25 Schools close – inland provinces
26 – 27 ARRL Field Day

His Maj. King of Spain SSB Contest
Marconi Memorial HF Contest www.arrl.org/contests

27 SARL President’s net
30 Schools close – coastal provinces

July

1 SARL Subscriptions due
3 DARC 10-Meter Digital Contest www.darc.de/
11 FISTS Summer Sprint
10 - 11 IARU HF World Championships
13 HARC Committee Meeting 19h30
17 - 18 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest www.cq-amatear-radio.com
19 Schools open – inland provinces



20 HARC Monthly Meeting-Clubhouse 19 for 19h30
21 Schools open – coastal provinces
24 - 25 Islands on the Air Contest www.rsgb.org.uk
25 SARL President’s net
26 Deadline Radio ZS articles
31 HARC Swap Shop New Germany Nature Reserve 13h00

More one liners from Phil:

Perhaps a good New Year's resolution would be to take another look at Life's lessons ... We learn them
as we live each day, but sometimes we need to be reminded of them

I've learned ... That one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat
them.
I've learned ... That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
I've learned ... That I can't choose how I feel, but I can choose what I can do about it.
I've learned ... That when your newly born child holds your little finger in his little fist, that you're hooked for life.
I've learned ... That everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs while
you're climbing it.
I've learned ... That it is best to give advice in only two circumstances; when it is requested and when it is a life
threatening situation.
I've learned ... That the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done. I'm sure I've learned lots of other
things ... but I'll work on them another time.

---------------------------------------------------------------

THE CHIRPERS COLUMN- de ZS5IAN

The Chirpers Column – June 2004.

Today as I write this, is Easter Monday and the Easter bunny did not bring me any eggs.  Maybe he saw me going out on
Sunday night and buying a few big bars of chocolate….

Thankfully my wife is back from visiting our grandson in Auckland and now things should get back to normal – well as near
normal as possible.  Things never seem to get normal when I am around. My shack is in such a mess – I think I will have to
have a garage sale just so that I can get space to walk around in. As usual I have changed my radio’s around and now am
experiencing a few problems. I have had my Icom 706 MKII in my study, but only using it on 2m.  Yesterday I put a cable
through from the study to my “antenna farm distribution point” for HF. Now the 2m part of the radio has an intermittent fault
and shuts down every so often. Thank goodness it happened a few days before I had connected the HF antenna and Alvin
ZS5AES told me I was dropping out of the repeater.  Had I only noticed it after connecting up the HF antenna I would have
been in a worse mess trying to find the fault. As it is, it is an intermittent fault and is driving me crazy trying to find out if the
problem is in the rig or the antenna….

I am quite amazed at the power of the zip whips in the Vee formation. I have had a few emails from Ian ZS5IH who has
done the same and moved his to the Vee formation. He has had better contacts on the zip whips since changing the K to a
Vee.  I have used the zipwhips on my qrp rigs with good success. Although of course when using qrp, nothing beats the
amount of wire in the sky……..  Once again thanks to Colin ZS5CF for his encouragement and help in this project.

Talking of Colin ZS5CF, our chairman recently joked about giving Colin an award for the amount of help he gives other
hams. Well, I would seriously consider giving him an award.  He has done outstanding work for the relatives of hams that
have gone to DX land (silent key). I just hope that when my time has come for me to join the CW boys (and girls) in DX
land, that there will be such a person around to give help to my family.

Another person who would qualify for this award is Garth ZS5GNW – I hear he has no fear of heights whatsoever! Ask Gary
ZS5NK!

Last Saturday I took Anne out for a days picnic at Midmar Dam and once I had made the obligatory pot  of tea, I took out my
rig and went on to 40 meters CW and had some fun.  Normally, I have to sit in the car at a funny angle to work the key,
whilst Anne is lying comfortably on a rug reading her magazines.  Sometimes I put the key on the centre console between
the front seats which gives me a twist in my waist after 30 minutes or so, other times I strap the key to my right leg. This
time I was better prepared. You see, I once tried to run a rig from the second car battery with a long (10 meters of DC cable)
wire to the rig, but the voltage drop was so large it caused big chirping problems – at that time I was using the trusty B25 rig
which chirped even worse when the voltage was low -  This time I had a radio with it’s own power supply strapped
underneath it. I even remembered to bring along a second fully charged battery just in case – (maybe I would be a good case
for a Hamnet member). It is a 24 volt rig.  I sat under a tree in my chair and a picnic table beside me with my key at a
comfortable angle. The only link I had to my car was the cable to the Hustler antenna, which was fixed on to my bull bar.
This made for much easier CW operation.  My next sojourn to Midmar will be with a few other antenna’s and I will do some
tests. One of the things that I need from a field antenna is that it must be quick to set up. I allow myself 3 minutes to put up
the antenna. Longer than that and the day becomes a drudge for me. I insist on spending as much time as possible playing on
the radio and picnicking with Anne. I know I could put up a mast and an inverted V, but that takes about 20 minutes to do



properly. Also it needs a second person to hold the mast whilst the other person guys it. Nah! – I am too lazy – my antenna
must be quick to put up and use.

This coming week I am taking delivery of a new car. It will be exactly the same as my old car and even the same colour.
However I have been debating whether or not to fit a VHF/UHF set into the car. It means drilling a hole into the roof for the
RG58 cable. I used to use the repeaters a lot some years ago when driving, but lately only seem to use the UHF repeater for 5
minutes on the way into work and that is quite spasmodic.  As for the HF rig, well that is covered in the paragraph above. I
will not use the HF rig whilst driving so that can stay a fully portable rig and only will be used when stationery.  Maybe I
should take some advice from Bruce ZS5BR who had a similar debate in his head when he took delivery of his new car.  A
magnetic mount may help, but they do not stick so good to aluminium! Aha, but of course! I have just remembered that
Landrovers are designed with lots of holes in the body to let the rain out that seeps in via other unseen holes!  I just have to
find some of those holes and I can pass the cable through for the antenna.
Maybe a few Easter bunnies will find the holes and will drop off a few chocolate eggs for me….
Keep chirping!

A Technical Article (Yeah-Ed)

An article from the Packet System:

Simple dual band 2m/70cm antenna the VK4XT way.

The  following is a resend of the original that I put on packet many years ago. The design could be easily used for 2M and
6M if all dimensions  were multiplied by 3. The spacing between the quarter wave stub (shown as 20mm) need not be taken
to the full times 3.
The following is a little dual band antenna design that I have had in the back of my mind for a while now and only just
recently built up a prototype. The antenna is basically a so called double zepp on 70cm but fed in such a way that it works on
2m as well. This dual band idea may not be original but I have not seen it described before.
So we have 2 five eights in phase on 70 and a slightly shortened half wave antenna on 2m fed with a single coax cable. The
antenna has been designed for tower side mounting. Because of the design the 70cm section is some seven eights of a
wavelength out from the tower and therefore should be for all practical purposes omnidirectional. On 2m the spacing is a
little over a quarter wavelength and therefore you can expect some effect from the metal structure of the supporting tower.
Theory says that there should be a null in a direction in the opposite side of the tower to the antenna. The pattern should be a
bit like you would expect from a 2 element beam. In other words the tower will probably act like a reflector on 2m.

My prototype antenna was built using a single approx. 2.3 meter length of 4mm stainless steel wire. This resulted in a totally
self supporting ant. I much prefer to see the least possible number of joins in a antenna so as
the thing ages you do not get crackles and other noise problems from your aerial. In a similar manner the coax cable was
soldered direct to the antenna at the feed point which is some 86mm in from the antenna itself as
shown above. (the center conductor goes to the top) I added some support by way of a 75mm length of pvc tube 20mm
diameter fitted between the wires on the tower side of the feedpoint. The coax runs through this tube. (the 20mm spacing is
not critical but should not be greater than 25mm for 70cm operation)
The mounting to the tower can be done in lots of ways.....my antenna is attached to a piping mast and I used a old TV type
boom to mast clamp and drilled 4mm holes straight through it at one end in a manner so as when the 2.3 meter wire was run
through the holes to it's half way point and bent at right angles the horizontal part of the antenna is in the position as shown
above. A couple of bolts at the other end (close to the sides of the wire... ..a total of 4 small bolts) resulted in a nice solid
structure. Bend the wire as shown above and trim to length as shown. The actual feed point is found by mounting the antenna
on some metal support and using a SWR meter as close to the feedpoint as you can get. The length of the quarter wave stub
(510mm measurement) is not real critical so the 85mm dimension can be changed a little for minimum SWR.  (about 1.2 to 1
is easily found) Do your tuning on 70cm as it is more critical on this band.
When the correct spot is found attach your feedline and seal it up. I soldered the coax direct to the antenna. (you can’t do this
if you build the thing out of aluminum!!) I tinned the 4mm wire at the feed point with aid of some



comweld 965 flux before soldering the cable on. I used coax-seal to seal the cable. (if you must use silicon make sure that it
is a neutral cure type.)
Oh and make sure you have a reasonable piece of coax cable for the length you are going to use. (like if you are going to
use,say,20 meters of cable then you need to find a low loss cable......RG 213 is not the best to use and RG 58 is a good
dummy load at 70cm) The most expensive part of this project will be the coax cable.

                      73 de Mike vk4xt@vk4wia

THE   BLUFF   GARDEN   CLUB
HERB  TALK  -  28-01-2004-Natalie ZR5RN

As medical costs are escalating all the time, I thought it would be the ideal opportunity to discuss Medicinal Herbs for a
change.
People should start thinking of how they can help themselves stay  healthy and strong longer, the natural way.  I therefore
brought fresh specimens of various herbs for you to identify, so feel free to touch and smell them.

1. ALOE   VERA:   You can use Aloe Vera as a pot plant indoors to clear the air in your bedroom or office.  This
plant removes pollutants from the air such as 90%  of formaldehyde, which is one of the volatile compounds
commonly emitted by modern building materials. These plants can also remove benzene and Trichloroethylene
(other contributors to the “sick building” syndrome. During the day the plants give off oxygen, and at night the
plants give off very small quantities of carbon dioxide, according to research done by Bill Wolverton, a former
NASA scientist. Place a few of these Aloe Vera plants all over in the home, also have a few of these plants outside
under a shade-net cover in the sun, so you can interchange them once a week or so.
Aloe Vera can also be used as a preventative against cancer.
I have here a bottle of Aloe Vera juice mixed with pure honey,(which I’ve made from a recipe),  which I take three
times daily, just before Winter, but a person can take it twice a year.
I must just warn you all that before starting to take any herbal medicinal potions, please  consult your doctor first!
Various herbs have sometimes strange effects on people when taken in too large dosages!  Also ask the doctor
what effect it will have on your existing medication too.

2. BULBINELLA:  (Bulbine frutescens):  This little plant which requires a sunny spot in the garden, should be
planted close to the house and its juice used for any skin blemishes, grazes, cuts, mosquito and spider bites,
sunburn etc.  Break off a leaf and put it in your pocket and use the juice a few times a day.  The little tube seals
itself and stays sterile till the next use, just break off that piece and re-use it again.

3. SOUR   FIG:  (Carpobrotus edulis):  This is another plant with similar properties as  Bulbinella, which should
always be available in your garden.  The juice can be mixed with water and used as a gargle for sore throats, and
taken internally for treating diarrhea or dysentery. The juice can be applied as a lotion for bruises, scrapes, cuts etc.
and a daily application for ringworm and in the treatment of infantile eczema.  It’s well known for its soothing
effect on blue bottle stings.

4. PIG’S   EAR   COTYLEDON:   Use for planter warts and vacuous veins.  A piece of scraped, softened leaf - or a
piece of a leaf with a opening the size of the wart, is placed over the wart and held in place with a plaster.  Replace
every night for 2 weeks or so, till the softened wart will drop out by itself.  Leave the wart uncovered during the
day.

5. MOTHER-IN-LAW’S   TONGUE:
Use in the treatment of earache.  A cut leaf is heated and the juice dropped into a teaspoon and then dropped gently
into the ear.  A piece of warmed leaf is held behind the ear.
The root can be eaten raw, or boiled in water or milk, and drunk for the relief of piles or for worms. Decoction: 2
tablespoons of chopped root boiled in 1 litre of water for 10 minutes, strained and cooled and used in small
dosages.

 Dosage: 1 tablespoon of chopped raw root, chewed well and only the juice swallowed, the rest  be discarded, each
morning,  until the piles subsides, or until worms are removed.
Finely sliced root of the Transvaal variety, can be applied to haemorrhoids and varicose veins.

6. FEVERFEW:   (Chrysanthemum parthenium):  This herb is well known for treating migraine.
The leaf or a few flowers are used in a herbal tea, for treating backache, sore muscles, fever and pain.  I always add
horsemint or any mint or fennel leaves to the Feverfew to give it a better     taste, as well as these other herbs are
adding other medicinal   properties to it, as Feverfew is very bitter by itself.

7. WILD   DAGGA:    (Leonotis Leonurus):  Ideal in the treatment of coughs, colds, asthma, bronchitis  etc.  This is
not the real Dagga.  It either has a white or an orange flower and grows into a big shrub.  It also self-seed itself
after flowering.  Take 1/4 cup of fresh flowers in 1 cup of boiling water - cover and steep for a few minutes, strain
and sweeten with honey.  I have never tried the flowers, as I only use a leaf instead, but the next time I’ll try out
the flowers too.  Also a bitter tasting herb, so use mint or fennel with it as well.

8 WILDE ALS: (Artemisia afra):  (Indigenous Wild Wormwood): Also ideal in the treatment of coughs, colds,
asthma, bronchitis, gout and heartburn.  I always use it in with Wild Dagga, and found that it heals a cold etc. very
quickly.  For a herbal tea, use a small sprig of fresh leaves to ½ litre of boiling water.

mailto:vk4xt@vk4wia


9. WILD GARLIC:   (Tulbaghia species):  This well known little plant has got antiseptic qualities and it is useful for
the treatment of colds, flu, coughs etc.  Chopped flowers into soups and stews for the last few minutes will give a
taste of garlic.  Also use leaves as a condiment with meat and potatoes.

10 HORSEMINT:   (Mentha Longifolia):   My favourite  mint for a herbal tea for treating Asthma, upset stomachs,
colds and flu.  A tea made from 1/4 cup of fresh leaves to 1 cup of boiling water, covered and steeped for 3 minutes,
strained and a teaspoon of honey added to it and drunk, will relief the symptoms fast.  A leaf chewed instead will
also help. 

11 RUE:   Use with caution as it can be poisonous if used continually or in large dosages.  Use Rue for treating
asthma, fever, arthritis, and inflammation.   For making a herbal tea, use 1 teaspoon of leaves with 1 cup of boiling
water once per day, sweeten with honey.  Use very sparingly as it can cause skin irritation etc. too.

12. ALOE   FEROX: (Liliaceae family): It’s the well known Bitter Aloe which is used in most of the aloe potions,
pills, lotions etc.
The juice of the Aloe Ferox is a strong purgative which is left to dry and formed into crystals;  then a match head
size of a black crystal is used for that purpose.   The leaf juice is used to treat burns, etc.

13 HORSETAIL: (Equisetum ramosissimum):    It is well known for it’s diuretic qualities taken as a tea, and for
prostate, bladder and urinary infections.  It is also used for treating diarrhoea and dysentery and as a tea wash for
wounds and sores.

I think that the above herbs should be sufficient to start you off  with your own “Treat  It  Yourself   Home  Pharmacy” and I
can always continue with a list of more herbs to add to this list next time!

I hope that you have found this talk interesting and gained some knowledge how to identify these herbs from normal garden
flowers.-Natalie ZR5RN

An Interesting Article from Gary ZS5NK

THE CASE OF THE VANISHING HAMS.

The RAE is held twice yearly and during the past years a hundred plus students have passed through the courses
held by the Highway Club alone and been successful in passing the exam and getting their ZR licence.
Some appear on the bands for a while and then most are not heard again. It takes quite an effort and these days a
cost, to get a licence so what happens. Why do they loose interest so quickly?
 A few reasons are suggested.

Firstly did the new ham really know what ham radio is all about. If their reason for wanting a licence was to be
able to talk to various people on the air they will soon tire of this especially if confined to 2 meter FM. If they
get onto the HF bands then the world is their oyster. This however necessitates being able to send and receive
morse at 12 words a minute – more hard work!  If they go this route then the chance is they will remain on the
air and they will “discover” the other exciting facets of ham radio.

Back in the “good old days” most hams came into the hobby by catching the bug tuning around on their short
wave receiver and coming across a ham talking to another ham. A visit to his station and that was all that was
needed to complete the infection. Commercially made equipment was scarce and expensive so the only
alternative was to construct ones own transmitter. Receivers were freely available if only by improving a
commercial short wave one. Therefore of necessity one had to gain a practical knowledge of electronics.
The other source of hams was from people involved in electronics professionally wanting to experiment in their
spare time. This was especially useful for those in R&D as in their spare time they could work without the boss
looking at his watch and budget!

Experimentation is one of the main reason amateur radio was born, and this and the self training of radio
operators motivated government authorities to issue licences creating a pool of knowledgeable people who
could be tapped in the event of war or other disasters. Talking to other hams was to evaluate improvements that
had been made to equipment or for checking quality etc., and was a means to an end.

We have moved away to a large extent from building and experimentation.  This started with the advent of
single sideband which needed a much deeper technical knowledge than building a CW or AM transmitter. There
were those of course who rose to the challenge and many fine designs evolved. The remainder used their wallets
(credit cards today) and the appliance operator syndrome started.

There are still many projects however that can be built and tried by the home constructor.
Building and testing different antennas is a very rewarding pursuit
Simple QRP transmitters – like the Tuna Tin Two will give a lot of fun and add to know how.
Accessories for the home station – audio filters, interfaces for radio to computer , keyers are useful additions to
the station.



What about assembling a kit. This will certainly give you experience in soldering and the identification of
components.

So how do we stimulate interest. Running a constructors evening only drew a few people showing that only a
handful are doing any construction.
The problem starts at grass roots. Interest must once more be stimulated in basic ham radio, building and
experimenting with equipment, antennas and electronics in general.
Visits to schools has proved a flop. Kids are too busy coping with academics and sport to have time to start a
hobby. Perhaps visits to the shacks of active hams might create an interest.
If the RAE was made so that a reasonable knowledge of basic electronics was required this would filter out
those with only a superficial interest. An intelligent person could probably pass the multi choice technical paper
with a little bit of luck not knowing a resistor from a transistor!
What about a candidate having to present a home constructed project as part of the requirements to get a
licence?

These suggestion obviously make it more difficult to obtain a licence but those willing to put in the effort will
certainly be on a sounder footing and be able to enjoy the hobby to a  fuller extent.

HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INFORMATION

MEETINGS
The Club holds its monthly meetings at the Clubhouse, first floor of the Westville Civic Centre, William Lester Drive,. on
the 3rd Tuesday of the month, starting at 19h00 for 19h30 Refreshments are available at a nominal price. Talk-in facilities on
the Repeater frequency (145.000/145.600Mhz)

The Committee holds its meetings on the second Tuesday of every month at the Clubhouse in Westville starting at 19h30.

BULLETINS
The Club’s weekly bulletin is broadcast every Sunday morning at 07h45 on the Highway repeaters (145.600 Mhz  and
145.625 Mhz network) as well as the simplex frequency of 145.225 MHz. all of which are linked through the UHF network,
Bulletins are also relayed onto a frequency of 7.055 MHz in the 40 meter band. A tape recording of the  bulletin is  re-
broadcast at 18h30 on a Sunday evening on the repeater frequencies.

The S.A.R.L  weekly bulletin (in English) is relayed onto the Highway repeaters at 08h30 on a Sunday morning.

The KZN Hamnet bulletin can be heard on the HARC repeater (145.600Mhz)  every Sunday morning at 07h15 .

AMATEUR RADIO NETS.
An Early Bird Net operates every Sunday morning between 06h15  and 06h45 on the frequency of 7055 Khz. In the 40
meter band, conducted by Ian (ZS5IAN)
The Kwa-Zulu/Natal Net, of long standing  starts at 06h45 on a frequency of 7.055 MHz. And continues until 07h40 Our
Net Controller is Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK).

Interest Group nets are conducted on the 145.600Mhz and 145.625Mhz networks in the evenings. They are:-
Mondays 19.30 Discussion Net with Alvin (ZS5AES) (New!)
Tuesdays 20.00 Y.L’s net.  with Pam (ZR5PAM)
Wednesdays 19.30 Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)
Thursdays 19.30 Technical Net/Problem Corner by Alvin (ZS5AES)
Fridays 19.30 Discussion Time
Saturdays 19.30 HARC Newsline by Bruce (ZS5BR)
Sundays 19.15+/- Free

The SARL Presidents net  can be heard the last Sunday of every month at noon on a frequency of 7082 Khz
Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join in.

PACKET RADIO
The user frequency is  144.625 MHz. The connect command is:- C ZS0WTE and the BBS address is
ZS0WTE.PTN.KZN.ZAF.AF    The sysop is Dave ZS5DRM), His telephone number at Home is  (031)  708-4344

TECHNICAL EVENING
The first Thursday of every month at the Westville Clubhouse starting time is 19h30. Anyone interested is welcome. Further
information from Eric Mawhinney (ZS5EWM) on telephone  (031) 262-2529.

HIGHWAY HOTLINE NEWSLETTER.
This newsletter is published every month and  distributed by e.mail. Members without the facility will  have their copies
posted to them.  It is also available on the H.A.R.C Website.  The editor is Tony Mayall (ZS5GR)  Telephone (031) 708-
3078,   Email address is hotline@harc.org.za, physical address is 71 Dilkoosh Road, Northdene, 4093.

mailto:hotline@harc.org.za


INTERNET WEB SITE ADDRESSES.
SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE :  http://www.sarl.org.za
HIGHWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  http://www.harc.org.za  The Webmaster is Brad Phillips (ZS5BP).

E-MAIL  ADDRESS OF THE CLUB.
harc@harc.org.za

SWOP SHOP.
The last Saturday of every month starting at 13h30 for 14h00  at the New Germany Nature Reserve.   Refreshments and
snacks are available at nominal prices.

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL OUR FUNCTIONS.

mailto:harc@harc.org.za
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