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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - AUGUST 2003

"MENSA FOR SENIORS" 
Exercising the brain is as important as exercising of the muscles. As we grow older, it's important that 
we keep mentally alert. The saying: "If you don't use it, you will lose it" also applies to the brain, so......... 
Somewhere in this months newsletter I have imbedded questions to tax your brain power. In this 
exercise it is important that you start reading the newsletter from the first page until you reach the first 
Mensa question. Read the question, jot down your answer on a piece of paper within 5 seconds and 
then systematically read on without skipping pages or paragraphs until you reach the answer to the 
question. 
Be honest with yourself and see how you rate when you have completed reading the newsletter 
 
Question 1. What do you put in a toaster? Read on until you come to the answer.. 

 

FOR YOUR DIARY (All times quoted in SAST)

July 2003 
15 19h30 Monthly Club Meeting : Clubhouse 
19-20 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest  
26 13h30 for 14h00 Swop Shop : Car Park, Westville Civic Centre 
26-27 Islands on the air contest : www.rsgb.org.uk 
27 12h00 S.A.R.L. Presidents Net

August 2003 
02 European HF Championships 
02-03 10 - 10 International Summer SSB Contest 
02 - 03 North American CW QSO Party 
03 SARL HF Phone Contest (www.sarl.org.za/public/contests) 
07 19h30 Technical evening with Eric (ZS5EWM) 
09 National Womans Day 
09 - 10 WAE DX CW Contest 
12 19h30 H.A.R.C. Committee Meeting 
16 - 17 North American SSB QSO Party 
16 - 17 Lighthouses on the Air Activity. 
19 19h30 Highway A.R. Club A.G.M. 
30 13h30 for 14h00 Swop Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre 
31 12h00 SARL Presidents Net 
31 SARL HF CW Contest 
 
Answer to Question 1 The answer is bread. If you said "toast," then give up now and go do something 
else. Try not to hurt yourself. If you said, "bread," read on until you get to question 2.
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FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF THE 2003 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The next big event on the club's calendar is the Annual General Meeting, that's on the 19th August 
2003. It's always a great occasion, so hope to see you all there. The July issue of Hotline included proxy 
forms to nominate someone to speak and vote on your behalf should you not be able to attend, but 
remember you can only complete this form if you are a fully paid up member of the club. There was also 
a form for you to nominate members who you would like to have serve on the committee for the ensuing 
year., but remember the person/s you choose must indicate on your submission form that they will be 
prepared to do so. Dig out those forms and get them off to the Secretary as soon as possible.

AGENDA FOR THE A.G.M. 
1. Opening and welcome to members and guests by the Chairman. 
2. Apologies from absentees 
3. Voting strengths, recording of proxies and quorum (20% of voting members must be present at the 
meeting in terms of the constitution) 
4. Reading of the minutes of the 2002 AGM. 
5. Amendments, if any and the adoption of the minutes. 
6. Matters arising from the minutes. 
7. Chairman's report. 
8. Treasurers report and presentation of the financial statement. 
9. Appointment of Auditors for the ensuing year 
10 General : The agenda is closed and only matters for discussion that have been received by the 
secretary before the 10th August will be tabled. 
11. Awards ceremony 
12. Closing of the meeting by the retiring Chairman 
13. Appointment of a temporary Chairman 
14. Motion of thanks to the outgoing Chairman and Committee 
15. Nominations and election of a committee to serve for 2003/2004 
14. Newly elected committee to retire to the ante-room to elect a Chairman, vice Chairman, Secretary. 
and Treasurer. 
15. A short address by the Chairman elected 
16. Closing of the meeting by the Temporary Chairman 
17. Refreshments will be served 

 

A SMILE 
A recent study has established which days men prefer to have sex on. They found that the days start 
with the letter "T", that is Tuesday, Thursday, Today and Tomorrow. 

 

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 
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Question 2. Say "silk" five times. Now spell "silk." What does cows drink

July 2003 
20 Bruce ZS5BR (031) 261-5851 
27 Ron ZS5RON (031) 266-8623

August 2003 
03 Tony ZS5ACB (031) 708-2626 
10 Gary ZS5NK (031) 701-0109 
17 Ian ZS5IAN (031) 701-9792  
24 Phil ZS5RJ (031) 202-8807 
31 Lawry ZS5HV (031) 702-8652 
 
Answer to question 2. Cows drink water. If you said "milk," please do not attempt the next question. 
Your brain is obviously overstressed and may even overheat. It may be that you need to content 
yourself with reading something more appropriate such as "Children's World." If you said, "water" then 
proceed to question three. 

 

BIRTHDAY BOOK

July 2003 
16 Derek Mc Manus ZR5DMC 
16 Virginia Waldeck Y.L. of Tubby (ZS5TUB) 
24 Steve Pietersen ZS5HP 
28 Garth Wheeler ZS5GMW 
29 Peter Brown ZS5ACT  
29 Cara Mc Quillan Daughter of Ian (ZS(IAN) & Anne

August 2003 
01 John Farrer ZS5JON 
02 Anne Bean ZS5FAB 
02 Sheila Coleman ZR5SC 
04 Yvonne Mawhinney Spouse of Eric (ZS5EWM) 
05 Shirley Heaven Spouse of Stan (ZS5LX) 
06 Dp Axford Spouse of Willie (ZS5WI) 
07 Derek Mc Gillewie ZS5VE 
07 Amanda v.d Linde Eggenoot van Henie (ZS4JA) 
08 Mej Britz Dogter van Charles (ZS4FS) en Thea 
08 Thea Britz Eggenoot van Charles (ZS4FS) 
13 Roger Gadsen ZS5FX 
13 Lawry Lauf ZS5HV 
13 Brian Lock ZR5LOC 
15 Michael & David Leppan Twin sons of Heather (ZS5MN) and Gerhard Nel (ZS5GN)  
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16 Lynn Young Spouse of John (ZS5WG) 
18 Charly du Pont ZS5DU 
18 Gillian Smith Spouse of Martin (ZS5M) 
24 Helena van der Bank ZR5HVB 
27 Colin Bacon ZS5ED 
 
 
The Chairman, Committee and all the members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club join together in 
wishing you all a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
Question 3. If a red house is made from red bricks and a blue house is made from blue bricks and a pink 
house is made from pink bricks and a black house is made from black bricks, what is a greenhouse 
made from? 

 

QUOTATION 
What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.  
........................Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

BITS AND BOBS 
1. We have to say goodbye to Peter du Plessis who has taken early retirement and relocated to Howick 
and will be joining the Midlands Club. No doubt we will be seeing him from time to time however we wish 
him and Elaine a very happy retirement. 
 
2. ZS5H is no strange callsign to this neck of the woods, he has been around for some time and recently 
joined the Highway Club. A hearty welcome Harry Houlihan we trust that you will have a very happy 
association with us. 
 
3. We hear that Peter Haskins (ZS5LT) has suffered a stroke and was admitted to hospital on the 23 
June. He is now domiciled at the Flame Lily retirement Centre Queensburgh where he is being taken 
good care of. We trust that he will make a full recovery soon..  
 
4. Peter Black (ZR5DWC) now living in Tamworth in the U.K. has received his new callsign M1TNT and 
can be heard on IRLP from time to time.  
 
5. Repeaters:- We learn from the grapevine communications network that Brad ZS5WT is hard at work 
sorting out the UHF HUB & Kloof repeater. That the Bluff UHF repeater has been removed and the 
Athlone Park repeater is soon to be installed. The Harrismith 145.650 Mhz repeater is back on lthe air 
and working well. 
 
6. The Harrismith IRLP node 8555 is operational and reported to be giving excellent coverage from 
Dundee in Natal to Bethlehem in the Free State. 
 
7. Answer to question 3 Greenhouses are made from glass. If you said "green bricks," what the heck are 
you still doing here reading these questions????? Dang..... If you said "glass," then go on to question 
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four.  
 
8. Sean (ZR5SEP) periodically attempts to enlightens us on the wonders of our galaxy of stars and 
planets on Sunday bulletins, but how restricted is our knowledge of their existence and possibly the 
home of those space ships sightings we often read of. Well, Sean is offering hams an excellent 
opportunity to scan the skies with a powerful telescope located high up on Ridge Road. He is quite 
prepared to get a group together one evening so let us make it worth his while and contact him on 
telephone 261-7200 or cell 083 306-8654 to put something together in the near future.  
 
Question 4. If the hour hand on a clock moves 1/60th of a degree every minute, then how many degrees 
will the hour hand move in one hour?

 

SNIPPETS FROM THE S.A.R.L. BULLETINS

1. THE MANDATORY INTERNATIONAL MORSE REQUIREMENT IS TO CEASE 
The mandatory international Morse requirement for access to the HF bands is to cease. Colin Thomas, 
G3PSM, an advisor to the UK delegation to the ITU World Radio communication Conference, reported 
on Monday the 30th of June that the mandatory Morse code requirement for HF access would disappear 
at the end of the conference. However, if any administration feels that it needs to keep the requirement, 
it has the right to do so . . . Taken from the SARL news bulletin on the 6th July 2003 .....Editor 
The SARL in their bulletin of the 13 July advises that they are currently drafting a proposal for 
presentation to ICASA in this regard. They will be reviewing the total structure of licences, ZR, ZU, ZS 
as well as the requirements for each including the RAE syllabus and CW. More details about the SARL 
proposal will be published in future bulletins. This is likely to be a lengthy process having to be driven 
through parliament In the interim there is absolutely no truth in the rumour that ZR's can now operate on 
the HF bands. 
 
2. Answer to question 4. One degree. If you said "360 degrees" or anything other than "one degree," 
you are to be congratulated on getting this far, but you are obviously out of your league. Turn your pencil 
in and exit the room. Everyone else proceed to the next question.  
 
3. Question 5 Twenty years ago, a plane is flying at 20,000 feet over Germany. If you will recall, 
Germany at the time was politically divided into West Germany and East Germany. Anyway, during the 
flight, TWO of the engines fail. The pilot, realizing that the last remaining engine is also failing, decides 
on a crash landing procedure. Unfortunately the engine fails before he has time, and the plane crashes 
smack in the middle of "no man's land" between East Germany and West Germany. Where would you 
bury the survivors --- East Germany or West Germany or in "no man's land"?

 

IT PAYS TO CHECK YOUR COMPONENTS BEFORE SOLDERING THEM IN TO A CIRCUIT! (by 
ZS5IAN) 
 
Ah yes, you say - the Irish brain has made another mistake - and you would be correct in thinking that; 
but this time I intend to learn from that mistake. And if you pay attention to my point - it could also save 
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you lots of frustration in lost time playing with your radio and the frustration of not getting on the air. 
Now, I realise that all you listeners to the 600 repeater know that once (and only once!) did I let some 
smoke out of a TenTec 1340 QRP rig that had been given to me as a present for learning CW.  
First things first - I had reversed the power leads from the gell cell (obviously without knowing) and then 
done the unforgivable - hearing nothing - I held down the morse key and hey presto - also heard nothing 
- but did see the smoke....  
Once I had taken the rig back to Natal and opened it up, I knew that the repair was not going to be an 
easy one. I emailed Tentec and told them what I had done and asked what I should look out for to 
replace. 24 hours later they told me the bad news - as I had held the key down, I would now have to 
replace all "active" components in the set. 
"Active" components meant all the transistors. Off I went to my local transistor supplier and gave him a 
list of all the transistors that I needed. He only had "equivalents", but he assured me that they were fine 
business. He did not stock the full list that I required, but it was a start. 
On top of that, one of the original transistors was not available in SA, unless I bought a quantity of 10, 
which would cost me about R10 each. I only needed one of those but bought all 10 anyway. 
All in all the total of various transistors was about 20. Here was where I learnt the art of desoldering! I 
put in the new transistors, but could not get the set to work at all. In frustration I took it to ZS5EWM 
(have you been to a constructors class?) and he phoned me a few hours later to tell me that he believes 
that whilst the transistors were the equivalents, the pin outs were different. 
Here I was with a sick radio and no transistors available to replace. Yes, I could have changed the 
transistors and the pin outs, but I just felt a bit deflated with the whole episode.  
In frustration, I emailed TenTec and told them what I wanted and within 24 hours they sent me all the 
transistors that I needed at a ridiculously low cost. (The postage cost more than the charge of the 
transistors and it was still cheaper than "wrong" ones from SA. 
All's well that ends well - yes I replaced the transistors ( I am now recognised as Natal's best 
desoldering expert ) - switched on the rig and within a few minutes of fine tuning was on the air. I still 
needed to do a bit of alignment but now have made 4 contacts within a few hours. 
The lesson to be learnt - get the seller in the shop to show you where he gets the information from that 
says "such and such is equivalent to ...." Then check that the pin outs are the same. There are books 
available but for the amount of work that I do, it is not worth buying one. However once I had let the cat 
out the bag that there was a problem, two people came back over the air on 600 repeater confirming 
that the pin outs were different. Therefore - if in doubt - ASK!  
I do hope that you will also not make the same mistake as I did but will get all the specifications first 
before soldering the components on to the board. You will save a lot of time, money and embarrassment 
- and on top of that, you will not waste valuable transmitting time by desoldering over and over again! 
Good DX and enjoy your CW and QRP 
 
Answer to question 5. You don't, of course, bury survivors. If you said ANYTHING else, you are a real 
dunce and you must NEVER try to rescue anyone from a plane crash. Your efforts would not be 
appreciated. ...... If you said, "Don't bury the survivors" then proceed to the next question.  
 
Question 6. Without using a calculator - You are driving a bus from London to Milford Haven in Wales. In 
London, 17 people get on the bus. In Reading, six people get off the bus and nine people get on. In 
Swindon, two people get off and four get on. In Cardiff, 11 people get off and 16 people get on. In 
Swansea, three people get off and five people get on. In Carmathen, six people get off and three get on. 
You then arrive at Milford Haven. What was the name of the bus driver? 
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SWAZILAND ON THE AIR 
Rad ZS6RAD, Ron ZS5ABD, Cliff ZS6BOX and Willie ZS5WI will be operating 3DA0DX from Swaziland 
from the 29th July to 3rd August both days inclusive. 
Activity will be on most bands including VHF and UHF using phone, CW, WSJT and RTTY from 03:00 to 
07:00 and from 14:00 to 22:00 UTC daily. They will also participate in the SARL HF Phone contest on 
the 3rd August as multi-operator to wrap up the DXpedition. 
QSL via the bureau or direct to ZS5WI, PO Box 1064, ESHOWE, 3815 enclosing a stamped, self 
addressed envelope if from South Africa or enclose sufficient to cover postage if from outside the RSA. 
Email queries to zs5wi@iafrica.com. 
 
Answer to question 6. Oh, for heaven sake! It was YOU, you dummy. Read the first line!!!  
 
Now that you had to read through the entire "Hotline newsletter from cover to cover" to find the answers 
to the six Mensa questions, I give you the last one.  
 
Question 7 : Can you name the 5 American Presidents who are NOT buried in the United States? 
Reagan, Ford, Carter, H.W. Bush, Clinton, and "W" Bush 
 
Answer to question 7. If you tried to figure out where to bury the survivors on Question #4, you probably 
screwed this one up too!  
 
Q.E.D.
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