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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - OCTOBER 2002

A  THREAT TO AMATEUR RADIO by Councillor  John Fielding (ZS5JF)

Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2002 10:22 PM

It has come to the attention of the SARL that the threat to the 70cm band is once again very real.

The SARL has just received a discussion paper which will be tabled at the World Radio Conference next 
year (WRC-03) which directly targets the portion of  432 to 438 MHz for exclusive use by the planned 
Earth Exploration Satellite Service (EESS) due to be launched soon.  If this proposal is carried at the 
World Radio Conference next year it will see this portion of spectrum allocated on a world wide basis 
and this spells the death knell of all 70cm operation.

The SARL is engaged in urgent talks with the SA regulatory body, ICASA, and other interested parties 
to try and convince them that this would be a severe blow to amateur radio in South Africa.

The section of the proposal and the motivation is as follows.

Agenda Item 1.38

To consider provision of up to 6 MHz of frequency spectrum to the  Earth exploration-satellite 
service (active) in the frequency band 420-470 MHz, in accordance with Resolution 727 (Rev. 
WRC-2000) 

Background

According to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), Rio de 
Janeiro, 1992, there is an urgent need for assessment and systematic observations of forest cover and 
rate of forest degradation in tropical and temperate regions . Active space borne sensors (Synthetic 
Aperture Radars, (SARs)) are needed to enable the monitoring of forest biomass. Systems operating on 
frequencies around 450 MHz can penetrate the canopy of forests, and have the capability to determine 
the ground-trunk interaction and are in the context of forest cover information of particular importance. 
Systems operating at 1.3 GHz, or higher frequencies cannot penetrate the canopy; optical >systems are 
not adequate due to frequent cloud cover and inability to detect bio mass.

The spectrum around 450 MHz is also optimal for monitoring of continental ice and for

monitoring of vegetation and soil surfaces for desert and tropical areas.

Impact on South Africa
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In South Africa the band 450 - 470MHz is extensively used for Mobile and fixed services. Protection of 
these services should be ensured.

Draft CPM Report Text

The draft CPM text proposes the following methods to address this agenda item.

Method A

Allocation to EESS (active) with operational and technical regulatory constraints. Two options can be 
considered for Method A. One indicates an exact band inside the range 420-470 MHz, the other does 
not indicate an exact band but leaves to the WRC-03 the identification of the band.

Method A1

Allocate the band 432-438 MHz to EESS (active), based on the technical and operational constraints 
contained in DRR ITU-R SA.1260.

Method A2

Allocate 6 MHz to EESS (active) within the range 420-470 MHz, based on the technical and operational 
constraints contained in DRR ITU-R SA.1260.

Method B

Make no allocation to EESS (active) in the range 420-470 MHz.

The synthetic apeture radars mentioned in the proposal are extremely high power transmitters directed 
towards the earth and the signal strength to be expected will be approx. S9+60dB using a hand-held 
UHF radio.  The nature of the signal is that it will be spread over a 6 MHz band and effectively will 
prevent normal terrestial signals from being heard.

The SARL needs to make a strong case as to why the SA delegation to World Radio Conference 
in 2003 should oppose this proposal.  Having a strong membership base makes this a more 
viable task.  Never before has the SARL needed as many amateurs as possible to join and 
illustrate to the regulatory authority that strength lies in numbers.

As you will see this is a very disturbing issue which throws the whole amateur radio service into turmoil.  
Never before has been more important to join the SARL to protect our interests.

John    ZS5JF
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NOT SO WELL 

Harold Sink (ZS5KA) was in hospital for a short spell recently undergoing surgery for a series of angina 
attacks. We all wish you a speedy recovery Hal.

  

BIRTHDAY BOOK 

October 2002

16                Justin Furner                             ZS5KT

18                John Young                              ZS5WG      (The elusive pimpernal)

18                Dulcie Hindmarch                      Spouse of Rob (ZS5RH)

19                Rob Mobey                            ZS5RM

25                    Heather Nel                                ZS5MN

25                Frik Schutte                            ZS5KW

28                Mike Parker                              ZR5ADQ

November 2002 

02                Pam Mc Gillewie                                ZR5PAM

04                Tony Coleman                          ZS5ACB

07                    Andrew Smit                             Son of Kobus (ZR5TZ) and Linda

10                Tanya Parker                              Spouse of Mike (ZR5ADQ)

14                Colleen Wren                               Spouse of Peter (ZS5PJW)

15                    Christine Luusecker                               Spouse of Bert (ZS5LB)

22                Heila Slater                               Spouse of Mel (ZS5MF)   now in the U.K.

30                Mary Anne Waldeck                    Daughter of Tubby (ZS5TUB) & Virginia
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Hoping all your Birthday dreams and wishes will come true, and only pleasant happy hours will fill this 
day for you……..  Your Chairman 

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

October  2002 

20                         Tubby                         ZS5TUB                         (031)  903-6708 

27                     Phil                         ZS5RJ                         (031)  202.8807  

November 2002 

03                         Gary                         ZS5NK                         (031)  701-0109

10                     Ian                         ZS5IAN                         (031)  701-9792

17                         Justin                         ZS5KT                         (031)  564-7230

24                     Bill                         ZR5DBV               084      334-6921 

  

BITS AND BOBS 

1.  Congratulations to Leo Geleynse (ZR5LG) on being the recipient  of  a Home Alarm System in the   
lucky membership draw conducted by the SARL in September.

2.        The prestigious “Seimens  Amateur of the Year Award” was presented to Brad Phillips (ZS5BP) 
at a breakfast ceremony in Johannesburg  recently. Present were The President of the SARL, Syd 
Tyler, Fritz Sutherland, Hans van de Groenendal, Gerald Glatsko all of the League and Rolf Sparth 
Divisional Manager of Seimens who made the presentation. Two reporters from SABC Radio.  
interviewed Brad at the airport Well done Brad.  ……..  Editor 

3.  Garnett (ZS5ZT), the Chairman of the Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club is looking for the 
handbook for  a model H.P. 5245L Frequency counter . He can be contacted on telephone (039) 695-
1152.

4.  Garnett (ZS5ZT) also tells us that their Club’s website is up and running and can be viewed at www.
hac.co.za

5.  Peter Black (ZR5DWC) has e.mailed us saying that he is resident in Tamworth in the U.K. Midlands. 
He is still looking out for an I.T. billet, but the market is saturated so has taken a job with TNT in the 
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meantime with good prospects. He sends best wishes to all the club members and his friends.  He tells 
us that he has been in contact with Allan and Ronelle who have moved into a house now  and that Allan 
has a contract in Nottingham. All’s well with them as well.

6.  The H.A.R.C. Christmas Party will be held at the  Parks Board Interperative Centre, Kloof Gorge 
on the 16th December,  Heather Nel (ZS5MN) will be doing the catering. Tickets will be available from 
committee members soon Adults (Members/Family & Friends) all one price of R50.00 per person, 
Children under 12 years free.

7.  There will be no technical evening activities on the first Thursdays of the months of November, 
December 2002 and January 2003.

8.  There is a possibility that the Kloof  UHF repeater, due to technical problems, may change to channel 
4 in the near future.

9.  A school to school QSO on the air via IRLP is being arranged between ZS5GR and N0ZFB to take 
place sometime during November 2002. Further details will be announced on the Sunday bulletins.

  

FOR YOUR DIARY 

October 2002 

15                        19.30                        Club Monthly Meeting  :  Clubhouse  : Westville 

17                                            Radio Amateur Examination

18/19                                       CQ Hou Koers                           (www.voortrekkers.co.za)

19/20                                       Jamnoree-on-the-air                           (www.jota.org)

19/20                                       RSGB 21/28 Mhz CW Contest           (www.rsgb.org.uk)

19/20                                       WAG (German) Contest                              (www.darc.de)

26/27                                       CQ WW DX Phone Contest (www.cq-amateur-radio.com)

26             13.30 f0r 14.00     Swop Shop :  Car Park : Westville Civic Centre

November 2002 

02/03                                       Ukrainian DX Contest                           em5u@carrier.kiev.ua
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07                        19.30                        Technical evening with Eric Mawhinney (ZS5EWM)

09/10                                       Japan SSB Contest                                jidx-info@ne.nal.go.jp

12                        19.30                        Committee Meeting : Westville Clubhouse

16                                            Automarc Rally  :        Further info from Dave (ZR5CW)

16/17                                       LZ (Bulgarian)  CW Contest                        www.bfra.org

16/17                                       IARU   160 Meter Contest                        www.iaru.org

19                        19.30                        Monthly Club Meeting  :  Westville Clubhouse 

23/24                                       CQ WW DX CW Contest              www.cq-amateur-radio.com        

  

THE WRATH OP THE LAW             

FLORIDA MAN IMPRISONED, FINED FOR DELIBERATE INTERFERENCE

A Florida (USA) Citizens Band enthusiast (Mr. X.)  will spend a  total of 15 months in federal prison--
including two months already  served--and pay a $25,000 fine for jamming Amateur Radio 
communications and transmitting without a license. He'll also spend a year on supervised probation 
following his release, during which he cannot own radio gear or firearms. Mr X was convicted in federal 
court earlier this year on eight misdemeanor counts. The sentence is believed to be a record for 
convictions of this type.

"It's sent a shock wave across the Amateur Radio and CB communities in South Florida," said Ed 
Petzolt, K1LNC, who was among the amateurs targeted by Mr. X and who testified at his trial. "The CB 
guys are running for cover. You can buy an illegal CB amplifier pretty cheap right now," he quipped. 
Hams were surprised by the severity of the sentence.

Federal District Court Judge Daniel T.K. Hurley imposed the sentence August 29 on Mr. X  of Jupiter. 
He had been found guilty June 19 of four counts of operating without a license and four counts of 
deliberate and malicious interference. Mr X  has remained in custody since the guilty verdict and 
underwent a psychiatric evaluation prior to sentencing. The judge also said he wants a full financial 
disclosure from Mr X , who may face other legal actions unrelated to his radio operation convictions.

At the sentencing, Mr X  reportedly wept, said he'd turned over a new leaf and claimed he was sole 
support for his wife and two daughters. None of his family members was in the courtroom for the 
sentencing.
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The judge was not persuaded, telling Mr X  60, that he was old enough to have considered the 
consequences of his actions. Judge Hurley also alleged numerous incidents of perjury during the course 
of Mr X’s  testimony during his June trial, which ran six-and-one-half days. The jury took about a half 
hour to determine that he was guilty on all counts.

According to trial testimony, Mr X  primarily had targeted members of the Jupiter-Tequesta Repeater 
Group for jamming and regularly interfered with amateur operations, especially on 10 and 2 meters, over 
an approximately three-year period. Following up on the amateurs' complaints, personnel from the 
FCC's Tampa District Office visited the Jupiter area at least twice in 1999 and reported tracking the 
offending signals to Mr X’s residence.

Mr X had faced a maximum of eight years in prison--one year on each count-and up to$80,000 in fines. 
Available opinions were mixed on whether the sentence  Judge Hurley imposed was appropriate. 
Petzolt, who assisted the FCC in gathering evidence and, at one point, had his car rammed by Mr X’s  
vehicle, said he felt he should have received at least three years.

"I thought it was a slap on the wrist," said Petzolt, the 1999 ARRL International Humanitarian Award 
winner who also testified at the trial. John Criteser Jr, KC4JLY, agreed. "I think he should have gotten 
more--at least five years," Criteser said outside the courthouse. Other amateurs who attended the 
sentencing session, including Jupiter-Tequesta club member Bert Moreschi, AG4BV, were satisfied with 
the penalty.

Last year, Mr X  was convicted in state court of criminal mischief--also a misdemeanor--after ramming 
Petzolt's vehicle. He was sentenced to a year's probation and ordered him to dispose of his radio 
equipment. A ban on possessing radio gear also was a condition of his federal bond, which  Judge 
Hurley revoked during the trial.

Federal authorities arrested Mr X  in July 2000. The criminal charges of which he now stands convicted 
covered violations allegedly committed between June 1999 and April of 2000. The defendant already 
faces a $20,000 fine levied in 1999 for unlicensed operation, willful and malicious interference to 
Amateur Radio communications, and failure to let the FCC inspect his radio equipment.

Judge Hurley ordered  Mr X immediately back into custody to start serving his sentence. Mr X  
reportedly was led into and out of the courtroom in shackles and leg irons.  

From: <K2EWB@aol.com>

Subject: BIG penalty for deliberate interference

Date: 31 August 2002 04:17      

  

TUBBY’S NOOKY 
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CALLING BACK THE PAST - NOVEMBER 

 1.. The first radio licences go on sale in Britain, cost 10s – 1922

 2.. Boer War, the start of the Siege of Ladysmith – 1899

 2.. The world’s first high definition TV is inaugurated by the BBC to +- 100 TV owners, all within 25 
miles of the  studio – 1936

 2.. KDKA in Pittsburgh USA becomes the world’s first regular broadcasting station – 1920

 3.. The first living creature in space, the Russian dog Laika in Sputnik II (! Week) –  1957

 4.. The first Woolworths store opens in Britain – 1909

 6.. The first diamond is discovered at Kimberley – 1869

 6.. The German Mark reaches a low of 4.2 trillion to the Dollar – 1933

 7.. The Repeating Light Company of Springfield Mass. USA manufacturers the first pocket lighter – 1865

 8.. The birth of Edmund Halley – 1656

10.. Stanley meets Livingstone at Ujiji, Lake Tanganyika – 1871

11.. WW I, the Armistice is signed at 5 am, firing ends at 11 am. – 1918

11.. US balloonists, Anderson and Stevens reach 74,000 ft – 1935

13.. The brassiere is patented by Mrs Mary Jacobs – 1914

13.. The telegraph service between London and Paris comes into operation – 1851

14.. The BBC makes its first broadcast – 1922

15.. An electric hearing aid is patented by Miller Reese, New York – 1901

15.. A loaf of bread non costs 200,000,000 Marks in Germany – 1932

16.. The first Indian immigrants arrive in natal on board the Truro – 1860

17.. The Suez Canal is opened (work started on 25/4/1859) – 1869
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19.. the first German settlers arrive in Natal on board the Bertha from Bremerhaven – 1847

22.. The Concorde aircraft enters service, London to New York – 1977

23.. The world’s first Jute Box was unveiled in Palais Royal Saloon, San Francisco by Louis Glass, 
Manager of  the Pacific Phonograph Company – 1889

25.. The first edition of the Natal mercury was printed – 1852

25.. John Mayenberg of St Louis, Missouri patents evaporated milk – 1884

26.. The discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb by Howard Carter – 1922

28.. The first flight over the South Pole, Comdr. R Byrd in a Ford Tri-motor – 1929

28.. The first Polaroid camers go on sale in Boston USA – 1948

30.. EMI is formed through the merger of His Master’s Voice and Columbia – 1931

30.. Birth of Sir Winston Churchill – 1874

  

No. 15  Radio ZS  September 1992 

Over the years, especially after the wider use of RTTY, various examples of WT characters have 
become corrupted. The longer their (mis)-use was left unchecked, the more they were considered 
correct. Newcomers to the ham bands are encouraged to learn and use characters such as BT VA (or 
SK, if you prefer), AR etc, and refrain from perpetuating the non-sensical rubbish which the (again mis-
used) RTTY and packet equipment has introduced into WT. It is going to be hard to convince me that 
the latest generation of these machines do not have a “combine” function key, whereby the inter-letter 
spacing could be eliminated for example (BT) to become dah-di-di-di-dah, instead of the oh so popular 
dah-di-di-dit dah!!. One could understandably expect that a Ham would familiarize himself with all 
functions and options offered by the very elaborate piece of equipment that he ahs paid a lot of money 
for. Thirty or more years ago, the old Creed RTTY/perfs already had this function of combining letters to 
form the correct Morse equivalent so, it is thus inexplicable that the latest super-machines cannot offer 
the same. Is it a question of machine or operator that is at fault here? 

Another very widely use “word” is that which is used to express one’s mirth. It is common practice now-a-
days to use HI, or H E E or going from the sublime to the ridiculous, HA HA HA (can you believe it?). 
Sparkers (term used for WT operators, to those uninitiated) used a simpler abbreviation “MIM” and 
believe me, their mirth was no less heartfelt that the up-dated high-tech giggle of the present. 

On the other side of the coin, mirth now evaporated and annoyance having set in, due to some operator 
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showing a lack of circuit-manners or ignoring approved procedure, will have the error of his ways 
brought to his attention by one very short, very significant term (in WT parlance) – LID; loaded with 
meaning and sufficiently reproachful to express the users displeasure and in the past, a reprimand that 
was avoided at all cost. The little term gave rise to the magnificent gentlemanly, well-behaved and 
disciplined character of CW circuits in the past, which naturally flowed over on to every other form of 
communication. Let us try to emulate the good things of the past, bearing in mind that at any 
transgression, a “LID” could be dropped on you 

Good luck, have fun and enjoy WT. 

  

SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE MEETING 12 OCTOBER 2002 

HIGHWAY COMMANDO BASE  ;  PINETOWN 

  

Councillor  L. Devereux (ZS5DL) opened the meeting to discuss  two aspects of Ham Radio, the future 
of Amateur Radio and the future of the S.A.R.L  He made it quite clear that clubs should make every 
effort to look for ways to create a burning interest among electronic enthusiasts,  so much so that they 
become ‘PASSIONATE’ about  the many of facets our hobby has to offer. In this way it would be 
possible to encourage interested parties to join or rejoin the SARL and swell the membership which has 
become so vital  to maintain its very existence and to retain a strong and impressive voice in 
International and National matters which is threatening our hobby.  Councillor Bill Norval (ZS5KD), in 
portraying some statistics said that the SARL had set a target  figure of 1473 members by the end of the 
year, in order balance the accounts. Up to the present there was still a shortfall of 371 . A breakdown of 
the current membership is, 696 Ordinary Members, 308 Senior Members, 46 Family Members, 25 
Clubs,  21 Hon. Life Members, and 6 Outside Members. 904 members had paid their 2002/2003 subs 
and 198 new members had joined the league, (broken down as follows  54 from Division 1,  20 from 
division 2,  0 from Division 3,  17 from Division 4,  22 from Division 5 and 82 from Division 6.) 

Laurie Devereux said he had made an intensive study of ham activity in the greater Durban area with 
startling results. Of the 470 ZS licensees 292 had never ventured onto H.F. and even more disturbing, of 
the 344 ZR licensees listed 272 had never been on the air at all. 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC...er/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-10.htm (10 of 10)21/03/2007 09:59


	Local Disk
	file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC_Members%20Server/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-10.htm


