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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - AUGUST 2002

 AGENDA FOR THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING :  20 AUGUST 2002 

1.   Opening and welcome.

2.   Confirm Quorum for SGM   (10 voting members to be present)

3.    The agenda is closed and only those items submitted in writing and reached the Clubs 
management before 5th July 2002 in terms of the notification  which appeared in the June 2002 issue of 
HOTLINE newsletter, will be addressed

4    Changes to the H.A.R.C. Constitution.

Clause 3  Membership. 

The inclusion of  item (d)  Honorary Life Membership
The inclusion of item (e) Senior Citizen/Disabled membership

Clause 5   Finance 

The inclusion of  item (b)  That  statements of income and expenditure be kept and open 
for inspection
The inclusion of item (c) The keeping of an assets register by the Treasurer.

Clause 6  Membership of the Committee 

Amend item  (c) iii   Maintaining a comprehensive database. Can be delegated  to a  
member responsible for the distribution of the Hotline newsletter .
Delete item (c) iv

Clause 8    Annual General Meeting. 

The inclusion  of item  (f)  Member to be in good standing and fully paid up member 
before being elected to or accepting office

5.    Closing of the meeting     

 

AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   :  20 AUGUST 2002 
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1.  Opening and welcome to members and guests by the Chairman.

2.   Apologies from absentees.

3.   Voting strengths, recording of proxies and quorum. (20% of voting members must be present)

4.   Reading of the minutes of the 2000 AGM.

5.   Amendments, if any and adoption of minutes.

6.   Matters arising from these minutes.

7.   Chairman’s report

8.   Treasurer’s report and presentation of balance sheet.

9.   Appointment of auditors for ensuing year.

10.   Motions, if any for discussion and adoption.

11.   General    :   Closed  except for the following item, submitted  to the Club’s management  
before  8th July 2002 in terms of the notification which appeared in the June issue of the 
“Hotline” newsletter                  ie.   The awarding of Hon. Life Membership to Phil Unterhorst 
(ZS5RJ)  at the AGM 2001 be treated as ultra virus as no provision was made in the 
Constitution at that time. That he now be awarded  Hon. Life Membership in terms of the 
amended constitution provided such amendment was approved at the Special General 
Meeting on the 20 August 2002.

12.   Awards ceremony.

13.  Closing of meeting.

14.   Appointment of a Temporary Chairman.

15.   Motion of thanks by Temporary Chairman to the outgoing chairman and committee members.

16.   Nominations for and election of a committee to serve for 2001/2002.

17.   Newly elected committee to retire to elect their Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

18.  Short address by the Chairman elected.

19.  Closing of the meeting by the Temporary Chairman.
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Refreshments will be served.   

 

OUR CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT  

This year has been both exciting and sad as far as the growth of our club is concerned.  We have 
experienced exciting developments such as IRLP and expansion of our repeater network, but we have 
also lost to greener pastures valued members of our club. 

I wish to thank the outgoing committee for their valued support which has made my task as chairman an 
easy one.  In terms of the club constitution I will not be re-elected as chairman but will continue to 
support the activities that make this club such a pleasure to be involved with.  In particular, the activities 
of Hamnet and the RAE.  With regards the RAE I would love to be able to encourage more youngsters 
into the hobby and ask for your help in promoting this wonderful hobby whenever an opportunity arises.

The current membership is around 105 members showing that our club is very strong, but we must 
encourage membership of the SARL  as without their support we all loose.

The clubs on air activities continue to generate tremendous interest and a big “fine business” thank you 
to tubby ZS5TUB for his time and effort.  Our ladies net has celebrated it’s first birthday and is still going 
strong.  Thanks also to the crew behind the scenes Bruce, Brad, and Brad who make this all possible.

Also thanks to Phil for all of his work with the hotline , awards and the database .

Finally to thank all of our members for your continued support of all our activities who make ham radio 
such an enjoyable hobby.

Best regards

Keith Lowes ZS5WFD

 

  

SNIPPETS FROM THE COMPUTER OF THE SECRETARY  ZS5GR 

1.  Audio tapes expected from Rudi ZS6DX for the three blind folk to learn for the RAE have not 
been forthcoming,  Our Secretary is to contact Tape Aids for the Blind and establish their 
requirements and then endeavour to produce the tapes locally by our club.
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2.  Jan (ZS5JAN) our Treasurer has indicated that due to saltmine pressure she will not be available 
for nomination for the position at the forthcoming AGM

3.  40000 leaflets . contain an article by Derek ZS5VE about the amateurs involvement in the local 
Rallies and other sporting events. were distributed with the 'Globe 'n Gears' newspaper. Well 
done Derek.

4.  Tony, our Secretary is appealing to members  to volunteer for  Sunday Bulletin duties, the 
persons engaged in these duties at present are doing a sterling job but need their numbers 
swelled, allowing a greater interval between successive Sunday duty.

    

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The club has faced considerable expense this last year which the Treasurer will,  no doubt, elaborate on 
in her report at the AGM. This does mean that outstanding membership subscriptions for 2002/2003 
which is now overdue is needed to balance the books. An appeal is made to all members who have not 
yet paid to contact the Treasurer with cheque book in hand  and beg her forgiveness  for forgetting 

    

BIRTHDAY BOOK 

Hoping all your Birthday dreams and wishes will come true, and only pleasant happy hours will fill this 
day for you   

                                                                                                  73’s/88’s    Keith  (ZS5WFD)    The 
Chairman               

August 2002 

24 - Helena v.d. Bank - ZR5HVB

27 - Colin Bacon - ZS5ED

September 2002 

01 - Pam Caseley - Spouse of Norman (ZS5NC)

01 - Peter Wren - ZS5PJW

01 - Martin Smith - ZS5M
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05 - Jason Phillips - Son of Brad (ZS5BP) and Marion.

05 - Trevor Howie - ZS5AAY

10 - Gary Potgieter - ZS5NK

11 - Harry Coleman - ZR5HC - Son of Tony (ZS5ACB) & Sheila (ZR5SC)

16 - Caroline Waldeck - Daughter of Tubby (ZS5TUB) & Virginia

19 - Karen Pitts - ZS5NUT

19 - Bruce Taylor - ZS5BR

21 - Stan Heaven - ZS5LX

22 - Bea Sink - Spouse of Harold (ZS5KA)

23 - Gary Clinton - ZR5CGS

24 - Ian Mac Quillan - ZS5IAN

27 - Cheryl Holliday - Spouse of Dave (ZR5CW)

27 - Heather Trezona  - Daughter of Dave (ZS4DT) & Carolyn

28 - John Fielding - ZS5JF

  

  

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

August 2002 

 25 - Tubby - ZS5TUB - (031)  903-6708

September 2002 

01 - Gary - ZS5NK - (031)  701-0109
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08 - Ian - ZS5IAN - (031)  701-9792

15 - Justin - ZS5KT  - (031)  564-7230

22 - Phil - ZS5RJ - (031)  202-8807

29 - Bill - ZR5DBV - 084)  334-6921

  

  

  

FOR YOUR DIARY 

August 2002 

20 @ 19.00 - Special Gen. Meeting re updating the HARC Constitution : Westville Clubhouse 

20 @ 19.30 - Club’s Annual General Meeting : Clubhouse : Westville 

25 @ 1500 - 1800 - SARL HF/CW Contest.

31 @ 13.30 for 14.00 - Swop Shop  :  Car Park : Westville Civic Centre    

September 2002 

05 @ 19.30  - Technical evening with Eric (ZS5EWM) 

07/08 - All Asian DX SSB Contest (www.jarl.or.ip/index.html)

10 @ 19.30 - Committeee Meeting : Clubhouse  :  Westville

10 - Final date for registration of RAE

14/15 - EU DX SSB Contest.

17 @ 19.30 - Club’s Monthly Meeting  : Clubhouse  : Westville.

21/22 @ 1200 Sat-1200 Sun - SARL  VHF/UHF Contest  (2nd Leg)     (www.sarl.org.za)

21/22 - Scandinavian CW Contest   :  (www.sac.orgwww.sral.fi)
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28 @ 13.30 for 14.00 - Swop Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre

28/29 - Scandinavian SSB Contest  : (www.sac.org www.sral.fi)

28/29 - CQ W.W  RTTY Contest  (www.cq-amateur-radio.com) 

October 2002 

03 @ 19.00 to 22.00 - SARL 80 metre QSO Party.

03 @ 19.30 - Technical evening with Eric (ZS5EWM) 

TUBBY'S NOOKY 

                            

                                IT HAPPENED IN THE PAST 

1..  The first picture of Mars is beamed back to earth from Mariner 6 – 1969 

 1..  The Durban Corporation Transport Department is formed – 1899 

 2..  Death of Alexander Graham Bell – 1922 

 2..  The last electric trams run in Durban – 1949 

 4..  The first Atlantic weather forecast is received by wireless telegraphy – 1904 

 4..  The Grosvenor is wrecked on the Pondoland coast – 1782 

 5..  Link up of the world’s first transatlantic telegraph cable (laid by the Empress Star) – 1858 

 6..  8:16am – Destruction of Hiroshima, the bomb “Little Boy” was dropped by a 

       B29 bomber “Enola Gay” piloted by  Capt Tibbits, killed +- 120,000 people 

       –  1945 

 9.. Destruction of Nagasaki. Bomb “Fat Man” dropped from a B29 “Bock’s Car” 

      piloted by Capt Sweeny – 1945 
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10.. The Smithsonian Institute  is established, Washington DC – 1846 

11.. The screw bottle top is patented by Hope Glass Works, Yorkshire, UK – 1889 

11.. The first diesel double-decker bus in Durban goes into service – 1938 

11.. The last Total Eclipse of the sun of the 20th Century is in Europe – 1999 

12.. The Edison Phonograph is demonstrated at his factory – 1877 

15.. VJ Day (Victory in Japan) – 1945 

16.. The first steam ship to enter Durban harbour was the “Sir Robert Peel” in 1852 

19.. Death of Blaise Pascal, inventor of the calculating machine, the syringe and hydraulic press – 1662 

20.. Stainless Steel is first cast in Sheffield by Harry Brearly – 1913 

21.. Radar is used for the first time by the British during WWII – 1940 

24.. Pompeii and Herculanium are destroyed by the Mount Vesuvius eruption – AD79 

25.. Death of James Watt – 1819 

25.. Death of Michael Faraday – 1867 

26.. The BBC broadcasts television programme with sound for the first time – Leslie Mitchell becomes 
the first TV announcer in 1936 

27.. Thomas Edison shows “talking pictures” for the first time, New Jersey – 1910 

27.. The shortest war ever was between Great Britain and Zanzibar, lasted 38 minutes, 0902am - 
0940am -- 1896   

29.. Michael Faraday successfully demonstrates the first electrical transformer – 1831 

30.. The vacuum cleaner is patented by Herbert C Booth, USA – 1901 

  

No. 13  Radio ZS  July 1992 
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“The use of common sense and the Q-code” 

Newcomers to the hobby can invest in their future as competent and confident operators right from the 
time they give their first haunting steps on CW, by learning the correct use of the Q-code and plain 
common sense. Correct and confident use of procedure, abbreviations etc, can make for a QSO to run 
like a well-oiled machine. Hesitancy, or incorrect use, causes confusion, doubling and a feeling of 
annoyance. 

All too often, a station is heard trying to break into an existing QSO, followed by one of the participants 
saying: … “ … will that QRZ-station please come again.” Now, bearing in mind that we are operating on 
HF and that the new joiner might very well be a station from another country, we are sitting with a typical 
recipe for confusion. QRZ as a statement, means “you are being called by … “ Now reading again the 
statement of one of the participants of our previously described QSO, it becomes “will that (QRZ) you 
are being called by station to come again”. This last sentence was not subject to misprint, but it is clear 
that the meaning, no matter how ell-intentioned it might be, translates into nonsensical gibberish. CW 
can teach the new Ham the correct path to follow, but again it is stressed that this comes with practice 
and by attention to procedure. 

A short-cut way that might be propagated here (and might become as well-known as on professional 
circuits), is the use of “DE UD” in the interrogative sense means, “come again, or who was that or (more 
laboriously) please make your callsign again.” Another way of achieving this and which is quite 
frequently used by US Hams, is to merely say “AGN” which is the abbreviations for “again” and when 
heard and understood, makes equally as good sense. The response to hearing either “DE UD” or “AGN” 
immediately after you have completed your call, is to repeat exactly what you have just said (“AGN”) or 
repeat your callsign only (”DE UD”). 

Listen for this, respond like this and learn to accept it as part of the new skill, and use it with confidence. 

Good Luck – 73 and enjoy your WT. 

  

  

WHAT HAS HAPPENED THIS LAST YEAR By :   Phil (ZS5RJ)  

The H.A.R.C. has continually strived to improve its activities during this last year. What with the 
resurrection of Packet Radio which is going great guns now and that‘s thanks to Dave (ZS5DRM) and 
Bruce (ZS5BR).  The I R L P a first in Africa, initiated by Brad ZS5BP with lots of hard work and not without 
teething troubles, is also up and running and a boom to those members who live in flats, town houses, 
and condominiums where HF antennae arrays are a no, no, The UHF repeater network with the addition 
of a new repeater in  Durban North now covers the greater part of the Durban Metro.  The linking of the 
145.625 and the 145.600 repeaters gives excellent VHF coverage. Our thanks for this goes to Brad 
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(ZS5WT) and his willing helpers. The super duper Internet Website with it’s multitude of information as 
well as the introduction of you very own  E.mail addresses (ie  zs5 ??? @harc.org.za) for those 
members who have e.mail facilities which means that you can direct your incoming mail to your callsign 
at HARC and it will be redirected automatically to your personal server address. This means that if you 
decide to change your ISP you merely have to advise  updates@harc.org.za  and all your mail will be 
redirected to your new ISP address and without having the task of notifying all your contacts of your new 
address. As an added advantage of this service, you can now communicate with the various  committee 
members by merely addressing your e.mail to, say   chairman@harc.org.za or to any of the addressees  
quoted in the Stop Press item in the July issue of “Hotline”  Again this means a change of committee 
member does not mean a change of address.  Just think of being on holiday locally or in far away places 
visiting someone who has e.mail facilities, just let Brad  (zs5bp@harc.org.za) know before you leave 
and your mail will be redirected to your friends address whilst you are with them. Again our thanks to 
Brad (ZS5BP) 

The RAE training classes have been a huge success and that’s thanks to Keith (ZS5WFD), Rob (ZS5LA) and 
the instructors who give up so much of their time for the cause.

Justin (ZS5KT) has recently started a course in computers to explain the basics, hardware requirements, 
Applications, DOS, Windows, loading of programmes, Internet and in fact anything that might be 
mysterious etc to his students.

Tubby (ZS5TUB) was responsible for the introduction of most of the evening nets on the 145.600/625 Mhz 
repeaters and engages many participants in various subjects ranging from the History of KZN, to CW chit 
chat, the informal net where anything goes,, a technical discussion with Alvin (ZS5AES) officiating,  and 
not forgetting the Ladies Natter Net with Heather (ZS5MN) at the microphone. On Saturday nights Bruce 
(ZS5BR) downloads and transmits interesting voice generated bulletins from Ham related sources world-
wide They can on occasions be heard on both the 2 meter and HF bands.

There’s Gary (ZS5NK), the master of ceremonies who is up bright and early every Sunday morning to 
control the ever popular  Highway HF net and can be heard chatting to amateur radio operators country 
wide.  He has often to contend with DX invading his frequency particularly during  the winter months

Mike (ZR5ADQ) is continually looking for DX on the higher frequencies but has had a bit of a rough ride in 
recent months what with antenna problems and the servicing of his equipment.

It’s back to communicating with the outer space, thanks to  Lee (ZS5LEE) who has erected appropriate 
equipment and is actively engaged in seeking  satellite and eme communicators

The monthly flea-markets and social gatherings along with the refreshments provided by the ladies has 
proved popular with members and visitors alike.

And now for the latest innovation. As from September the HOTLINE will reach your e.mail  box by the 
Thursday evening preceding the monthly meeting, that’s of course if you have an e.mail address. Hard 
copies will only be posted by snail mail  to those members who do not have electronic mailing facilities.  
This means that  fewer  copies of Hotline will be printed for posting and for distribution  to bonafide 
visitors to our club meetings.  This will no doubt result in a financial saving which can be chanelled to 
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more useful technical needs which form the nucleus of our club. 

It is evident that with all the activities our club has been engaged in, we must be regarded as being in 
the forefront of our hobby  and on behalf of all our members I would like to thank the Chairman, 
Committee, Portfolio co-ordinators  and all the silent workers who have been responsible  for making it 
just that

WELL DONE GUYS (and Gals - webmaster) 

    

DID YOU KNOW 

Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it. 

Apples and not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. 

Budget:  A method of going broke methodically. 

  

HUMOUR 

Cape Town used to have a unique method of time keeping – a noonday gun would be fired from the foot 
of Table Mountain. 

Sometime ago a man was watching the procedure.  The field gun was a very fine item of artillery, and 
both gunners were friendly and informative.  But seeing that they had no radio, he asked how they knew 
it was noon. 

They pointed to a telescope directed to a clock outside a jeweller’s shop in the town, which they 
declared was the finest clock in the Cape. 

As noon approached, one of the men observed the clock, and when the hands indicated high noon he 
shouted ‘Fire!’ and the gun boomed out over the city. 

Later in the day the same man found himself outside the jewellers, admiring the clock.  The owner 
joined the man and explained that it had been imported from Amsterdam in the last century and was the 
finest timekeeper in all South Africa. 

The man then asked the jeweller if he checked it with radio signals.  “No need ,” he said , “every day 
they fire a noonday gun on the mountain”. 
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Thank you Jenny ZS6JEN for this amusing story. 

An extract from the Sandton Amateur Radio Club  Newsletter “ DIPOLE” 

   

INTERNET RADIO LINKING PROJECT 

IRLP has had  teething problems since its inception, however, with a change of Internet Service 
Provider, relocation of the equipment  and a lot of hard work by the two Brads, ZS5BP and ZS5WT it’s 
up and working very well indeed. The system is not without limitations though.  Brad (ZS5BP) says that 
the new Service Provider has limited bandwidth which we have to share with his commercial clients and 
has requested that we refrain from using IRLP between the hours of 08h00 to 18h00 SAST Mondays to 
Fridays. Should there be infringements of this request, Brad will be obliged to block out IRLP during this 
period. Naturally other areas might connect to our system during these times and  should be responded 
to with an explanation of our circumstances and arrange linking during our non restrictive times. Your 
cooperation will be appreciated .

  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

No.  1 

From: "Dennis Green ZS4BS" <zs4bs@netactive.co.za>

Subject: SARL HF Phone and CW Contests

Date: 10 August 2002 04:51

PLEASE TAKE NOTE ABOUT AN IMMEDIATE ADDRESS CHANGE

All log summaries and log sheets for the SARL HF Phone Contest and for the SARL HF CW contest 
must be sent to The Contest Committee, c/o Dennis Green, PO Box 12104, Brandhof, 9324 or by e-mail 
to hfcontest@netactive.co.za

Greetings

Dennis ZS4BS 
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No.  2 

From: "Peter Black"

Subject: Re: General Notice for HARC members

Date: 02 August 2002 12:06

Hi Phil,

Thanks for the info.

Just an update on how things are going here.

Things are moving slower than I thought things would. The UK just does things differently. I am awe 
struck with the amount of technology that is a valuable to both home and businesses alike over here. 
Yet still there is a type of backward way of thinking when it comes to the use of this technology. A few 
things do get me down on this issue. The two Brad's will chuckle about this one. There is no micro cell's 
in shopping centres here. (This means you can not use your cell phone (Mobile's) in the shopping 
centres!) Also there is no cell phone tower info. (Cell ID) have no explanation of why this is. There are 
also 5 cell phone networks here so competition is high which is good for the consumer. I also love the 
idea of having better than ISDN like internet at home for next to nothing. £24 a month will give you a 
24/7 512Kbs internet connection with no limits what so ever! That is cool.

I hope by next week I will have a job near Manchester. Will keep you in the loop.

My Best 73' and 88 to all in the club house

Peter    ZR5DWC    zr5dwc@harc.org.za

  

SCHEDULE FOR  SUNDAY BULLETINS 

Please feel free to amend, re-order or add any other interesting articles 

q       07:40 - Call in 

q       Person taping from 600?---Keith ZS5WFD/ZR5Z(Backup)? 

q       Person relaying to 7.055? ---John ZS5RON/? 

q       Frequency clear to begin…07:45 
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q       Good morning, this is Z------, operating ZS5HAM, the official station of the Highway Amateur Radio Club, broadcasting the 
weekly bulletin of news, interesting articles & views. This bulletin is broadcast on the duplex frequencies of 145.600,145.625 (all 
linked on the uhf backbone), relayed onto the 40m band on 7.055mhz by ZS5--, and taped for re-broadcasting this evening at 
18h30 by ZS5--. My thanks go to these stations. 

The week's Birthdays…(details to be found in Highway Hotline) 

Next week's bulletin reader is Z----(details to be found in Highway Hotline). 

q       Chairperson: Keith ZS5WFD for club news and other information. 

q       The 'not so well'—Anybody else know of  ‘not so well? 

q       Rally news Dave ZR5CW  Dave or Allan ZS5A or Keith ZS5WFD 

q       Hamnet Keith ZS5WFD for Hamnet news and events (Hillclimb etc.) 

q       RAE classes Keith ZS5WFD 

q       Repeater news, Brad ZS5WT or Brad ZS5BP or Bruce ZS5BR. Anyone else? 

q       HF news, Gary ZS5NK or Ronald ZS5RON or Edwin ZS5BBO. Anyone else? 

q       VHF news-Mike ZR5ADQ---FREQUENCIES? Anyone else? 

q       Packet news, Bruce ZS5BR, Dave ZS5DRM.Anyone else? 

q       CW news . 

q        Ladies Net: Heather ZS5MN or Janet ZS5JAN. Anyone else? 

q       Tubby’s CW Interest Group, & Historic Net & Unofficial Net. Anyone else? 

q       Alvin’s Technical Net 

q       Bruces World Wide Net 

q        Satellite news: (Amsat schedule etc.) Anyone else?(please check sat. webpages) 

q       GENERAL--Callsigns 1st please 

q       SWOPSHOP--Callsigns 1st please 

q       After 2m SWOPSHOP, give to HF relay station to do HF General & Swopshop 

q       ANYBODY with anything else to add? 
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q       The club publishes an excellent magazine, the Highway Hotline, compiled & edited by Phil ZS5RJ, the magazine contains 
many interesting articles, news, contest scheduling, and important dates. Please contact our secretary if you would like to receive 
a copy either by e.mail or snail mail. Phil would also like anyone with interesting articles for inclusion in Highway Hotline to submit 
them to him as early as possible by e-mail hotline@harc.org.za or to his home address (22 Mountbatten, 314 Musgrave Rd., 
Durban, 4001. Telephone 202-8807) 

q       You have been listening to the Highway Amateur Radio Club bulletin, broadcast from the shack of Z----, if anybody listening 
is interested in amateur radio and electronics and would like to join the Highway Amateur Radio Club, please contact the 
secretary, Tony, ZS5GR on telephone (031)708-3078 or e-mail:  zs5gr@harc.org.za 

q       Please also do not forget  the SARL 'Sunday Mirror' broadcast on 7,082Mhz & 145.650 repeater @ 10h00 & also the 
President's Net @12h00. 

q       Thank you for listening, this is Z----, signing off. Please standby for the relay of the English HQ Bulletin from HF, which will 
be broadcast at 08H30. This Bulletin is also read on the 145.650 repeater. 
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