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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - JULY 2002

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

In terms of the Club’s Constitution, this is a formal notification to all members of the Highway Amateur 
Radio Club that the Annual General Meeting will be held at the Clubhouse, Westville Civic Centre on 
Tuesday  20th August 2002 commencing at 19.30  SAST.

The agenda will be closed and no matters other than those appearing on the agenda will be raised ,

Nominations for office bearers for the year 2002/2003 must be submitted in writing by a proposer and 
seconder and must bear the signature of the nominee as an indication that he/she is prepared to serve 
on committee. Late nominations will be accepted at the AGM but the nominee must be present at the 
meeting.

Remember it’s only members who have paid their 2002/2003 subs that will be permitted to vote at the 
AGM

  

NOTIFICATION OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

This is a formal notification to all members of the Highway Amateur Radio Club that  a Special General 
Meeting  relating to the updating of the club’s constitution.will be held at the Clubhouse on the 20th 
August 2002, starting at 19.00 hours The agenda for this meeting is closed and only suggestions 
submitted to the committee or editor of Hotline in writing before the 5th July 2002 will be considered at 
this meeting will precede the A.G.M.

  

A LITTLE HUMOUR 

One day Pat comes home to find Bridget in bed with a stranger. He goes straight past them to the 
drawer, pulls out a gun, cocks it and points it at his head.

Bridget says, “For God’s sake Patrick, put that gun down.”

He says, “Shut yer mouth woman, you’re next!”
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BITS AND BOBS 

1.  It’s with sadness that we will soon only be saying  au revoir to Ronelle (ZS5ROE), Roxanne and 
Adrian who will be leaving Durban to join Allan (ZS5A) in the United Kingdom. It’s thankfully not 
“Goodbye” as we will no doubt be hearing them regularly on the Highway’s UHF network, thanks 
to IRLP.  The members of the Highway  Club all join me in wishing you all the success in your new 
venture and every happiness in the future.  ……Phil  (ZS5RJ)

2.  The Durban Amateur Radio Club has relocated their clubhouse from Roland Chapman Drive,  
Montclair to the Scout Hall adjacent to the water tower at the top of Kenyon Howden Road in 
Woodlands.  It’s a far superior hall with excellent  facilities for a radio room and much safer 
parking. Three guesses where the next ZS5D field station will be located.

3.  Dave (ZS5DRM) and Bruce (ZS5BR) have worked hard and with the acquisition of a new 
dedicated computer, have Packet Radio up and running perfectly now. Dave the Sysop says that 
there is lots of interesting information on the bulletin board. The frequency in use, the connect 
command and the address is available on page 19 of this newsletter.

4.  Brian (ZS5BB) and Noel will be enjoying a holiday in the U.K. with their family.  Peter (ZS5PJW) 
and Colleen  are also contemplating a trip to Canada to visit their family  soon.

5.  The Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club is busy developing a Website and will be accessible  soon The 
address is registered under the name www.hac.isat.co.za 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

The clubs quiz at the last monthly meeting was a resounding success with our worthy quiz 
master Tubby  (somewhat different in resemblance to the infamous and impolite Ann Robinson, 
quiz master of the program “The Weakest Link” on the BBC’s  TV show)  bombarding the three 
teams with questions, not only to Ham related matters but also general knowledge of the history 
of Durban We even learnt with surprise that the name of the coastal town where whales entered 
the estuary to spawn was Eshowe  (Bruce ZS5BR will never live that one down). Judging from 
the prompting by the audience in the gallery, some guy by the name of “George” was seemingly 
the answer to many  of the questions put to the teams. The evening ended with the SSB team 
being declared the winners albeit that we are not quite sure whether Tony (ZS5GR) who was 
keeping score would be looking up his old school to retrieve his school fees. A great time was 
had by  the participants and the audience alike. It’s now the SSB teams responsibility to arrange 
an inter-club quiz in the near future. Thanks to Tubby for a fun evening.
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The Steam Train trip on Sunday 30th June was great fun. By mid-day a large crowd had 
assembled on the station platform at Kloof. The ticket office staff got off to a slow start issuing 
tickets at a table on the platform where great care had to be taken to avoid the paper work and 
money being blown away by a gusting breeze. Well, eventually after all the passengers battled 
up portable wooden steps from rail level with one last giant step into the 6 carriages, the 
nostalgic sound of the engine whistle in response to the green flag raised by the conductor was 
the indication that the head of steam that had been built up by the drivers assistant shoveling 
coal into the firebox was about to be released into the mighty pistons and we were, albeit half an 
hour late, on our way chugging along the tracks climbing our way up through Gilletts, Hillcrest , 
Bothas Hill and eventually gaining a little speed dropping down to Drummond, past the 
Alverstone radio and TV mast and eventually arriving at Inchanga. Within a few minutes the 
passengers had all alighted and were happily making their way through the craft market  which 
sported stalls with toys, costume jewellery, picture frames, a variety of home-brew liqueurs, 
heraldry, an array of light refreshments (including Natal’s home grown coffee)  and a model 
railway display. There were  braai facilities  but I doubt whether any of our group made use of it 
as the train had not long left Kloof when  all the hungry Hams and their families tucked in to their 
picnic baskets. The steam engine after taking on copious amounts of water was eventually 
coupled to what was the rear end of the train and within minutes we were on our way back to 
Kloof. The scenery was superb, quite different from  what we have become used to travelling by 
road, we even saw a huge blaze from a bakkie on fire in a parking lot behind a shopping mall at 
Hillcrest. We eventually arrived back at Kloof, all of us with sore bottoms from sitting on hard 
wooden benches. Our group had apparently drawn the short straw and allocated a third class 
carriage at the rear of the train whereas the rest of the passengers were seated in style on 
beautifully padded seats in the first class coaches. It was nice seeing Councillor John Fielding 
(ZS5JF) and Penny on the platform at Inchanga to greet us. Our thanks goes to Janet (ZS5JAN) 
for  arranging the trip. 

   

BIRTHDAY BOOK 

Hoping all your Birthday dreams and wishes will come true, and only pleasant happy hours will fill this 
day for you.....73’s/88’s    Keith    (ZS5WFD)  

July 2002 

16 - Virginia Waldeck - Spouse of Tubby (ZS5TUB)

16 - Derek McManus - ZR5DMC

17 - Peter Black - ZR5DWC     (now in the U.K.)

19 - Stuart Mitcalfe - ZS5EA                   

28 - Garth Wheeler - ZS5GMW
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August 2002 

01 - John Farrer - ZS5JON

02 - Glen Preston - ZR5GP                 

02 - Sheila Coleman - ZR5SC - better half of Tony (ZS5ACB)

02 - Anne Bean - ZS5FAB

04 - Yvonne Mawhinney - Spouse of Eric (ZS5EWM)

05 - Shirley Heaven - Spouse of Stan (ZS5LX)

06 - Dp Axford - Spouse of Willie (ZS5WI)

07 - Derek McGillewie - ZS5VE

13 - Lawry Lauf - ZS5HV

15 - David Leppan - Twin son of Heather (ZS5MN) & Gerhard

15 - Michael - Twin Son of Heather & Gerhard (Z5GN)

16 - Lynn Young - Better half of John (ZS5WG)

16 - Heather Barclay     Spouse of Rod Barclay

18 - Charly du Pont - ZS5DU

18 - Gillian Smith - Spouse of Martin (ZS5M)

24 - Helena v.d. Bank - ZR5HVB

27 - Colin Bacon - ZS5ED

  

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

July 2002 
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21 - Bill - ZR5DBV - (084)  334-6921

28 - Lawry - ZS5HV - (031)  702-8652

August 2002 

04 - Bruce - ZS5BR - (031)  261-5851

11 - Ron - ZS5RON - (031)  266-8623

18 - Tony - ZS5ACB - (031)  708-2626

25 - Tubby - ZS5TUB - (031)  903-6708

  

FOR YOUR DIARY 

July 2002 

16 @ 19.30 - Monthly Club Meeting 

27-28 - RSGB Islands on the Air Contest (see www.rsgb.org)       

27 @ 13.30 - Swop Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre

August 2002 

01 @ 19.30 - Technical evening at Clubhouse with Eric (ZS5EWM)

03 - EU  DX HF Phone contest

04 @ 1500 – 1800 - SARL DX HF/Phone Contest

10-11 - EU DX HF CW Contest

13 @ 19.30 - Committee meeting : Clubhouse.

17/18 @ 1200 Sat/1200 Sun - International Lighthouse/lightship weekend

20 @ 19.00 - Special Gen. Meeting re updating the HARC Constitution : Westville Clubhouse 

20 @ 19.30 - Club’s Annual General Meeting : Clubhouse : Westville 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC_...ver/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-07.htm (5 of 15)21/03/2007 09:59



file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC_Members%20Server/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-07.htm

25 @ 1500 - 1800 - SARL HF/CW Contest.

  

NEXT R A E 

The next RAE will be held on 17 October 2002. The closing date for registration is the 10 September 
2002. The registration forms are available on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za or can be requested 
telephonically from the SARL office at 011 675 2393. The registration fee for the examination is 
R250,00. This amount includes the license fee for the current year for those candidates who pass the 
examination as well as the costs of the certificate from ICASA. 

  

 TUBBY'S NOOKY 

 IT HAPPENED IN THE PAST 

AUGUST 

  1.. The first picture of Mars is beamed back to earth from Mariner 6 – 1969

  1.. The Durban Corporation Transport Department is formed – 1899

  2.. Death of Alexander Graham Bell – 1922

  2.. The last electric trams run in Durban – 1949

  4.. The first Atlantic weather forecast is received by wireless telegraphy – 1904

  4.. The Grosvenor is wrecked on the Pondoland coast – 1782

  5.. Link up of the world’s first transatlantic telegraph cable (laid by the Empress   Star)   – 1858

  6.. 8:16am – Destruction of Hiroshima, the bomb “Little Boy” was dropped by a  B29 bomber  “Enola 
Gay” piloted by Capt Tibbits, killed +- 120,000 people – 1945

  9.. Destruction of Nagasaki. Bomb “Fat Man” dropped from a B29 “Bock’s Car”   piloted by Capt 
Sweeny – 1945

10.. The Smithsonian Institute  is established, Washington DC – 1846
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11.. The screw bottle top is patented by Hope Glass Works, Yorkshire, UK – 1889

11.. The first diesel double-decker bus in Durban goes into service – 1938

11.. The last Total Eclipse of the sun of the 20th Century is in Europe – 1999

12.. The Edison Phonograph is demonstrated at his factory – 1877

15.. VJ Day (Victory in Japan) – 1945

16.. The first steam ship to enter Durban harbour was the “Sir Robert Peel” in 1852

19.. Death of Blaise Pascal, inventor of the calculating machine, the syringe and  hydraulic press – 1662

20.. Stainless Steel is first cast in Sheffield by Harry Brearly – 1913

21.. Radar is used for the first time by the British during WWII – 1940

24.. Pompeii and Herculanium are destroyed by the Mount Vesuvius eruption –  AD79

25.. Death of James Watt – 1819

25.. Death of Michael Faraday – 1867

26.. The BBC broadcasts television programme with sound for the first time – Leslie  Mitchell becomes 
the first TV announcer  in 1936

27.. Thomas Edison shows “talking pictures” for the first time, New Jersey – 1910

27.. The shortest war ever was between Great Britain and Zanzibar,  lasted 38 minutes, 0902am - 
0940am -- 1896  

29.. Michael Faraday successfully demonstrates the first electrical transformer –  1831

30.. The vacuum cleaner is patented by Herbert C Booth, USA – 1901

   

No. 13  Extract from Radio ZS   July 1992 

“The use of common sense and the Q-code” 

Newcomers to the hobby can invest in their future as competent and confident operators right from the 
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time they give their first haunting steps on CW, by learning the correct use of the Q-code and plain 
common sense. Correct and confident use of procedure, abbreviations etc, can make for a QSO to run 
like a well-oiled machine. Hesitancy, or incorrect use, causes confusion, doubling and a feeling of 
annoyance. 

All too often, a station is heard trying to break into an existing QSO, followed by one of the participants 
saying: … “ … will that QRZ-station please come again.” Now, bearing in mind that we are operating on 
HF and that the new joiner might very well be a station from another country, we are sitting with a typical 
recipe for confusion. QRZ as a statement, means “you are being called by … “ Now reading again the 
statement of one of the participants of our previously described QSO, it becomes “will that (QRZ) you 
are being called by station to come again”. This last sentence was not subject to misprint, but it is clear 
that the meaning, no matter how ell-intentioned it might be, translates into nonsensical gibberish. CW 
can teach the new Ham the correct path to follow, but again it is stressed that this comes with practice 
and by attention to procedure. 

A short-cut way that might be propagated here (and might become as well-known as on professional 
circuits), is the use of “DE UD” in the interrogative sense means, “come again, or who was that or (more 
laboriously) please make your callsign again.” Another way of achieving this and which is quite 
frequently used by US Hams, is to merely say “AGN” which is the abbreviations for “again” and when 
heard and understood, makes equally as good sense. The response to hearing either “DE UD” or “AGN” 
immediately after you have completed your call, is to repeat exactly what you have just said (“AGN”) or 
repeat your callsign only (”DE UD”). 

Listen for this, respond like this and learn to accept it as part of the new skill, and use it with confidence. 

Good Luck – 73 and enjoy your WT. 

  

NOT SO WELL 

1.  We have heard via the bulletin  on Sunday 7th July that Colleen (ZR5CL) and Kevin Landsdowne 
(ZR5KL) have been on the not so well list recently. We trust that they have both recovered from 
their ordeals by now.

2.  We are pleased to report that Yvonne, that’s Eric’s (ZS5EWM) better half has fully recovered 
after major surgery two months ago and is her old self again.

3.  Derek (ZS5VE) was seen at last months meeting and looking good after his ordeal, no doubt due 
to lots of  TLC by Pam

  

AWARDS 
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TASMANIAN DEVIL’S AWARD for Australian and Overseas Amateur Operators 

 TASMANIA, the beautiful island state of Australia exhibits many unique features, one of which is the 
Tasmanian Devil. This “Award” is named after it. 

This Award is as elusive as the “Devil” itself. 

To Qualify for the Award 

To qualify for the award it is necessary to make contact with a certain number of Tasmanian amateurs, 
dependent upon your own location as indicated below. 

Contacts may be had on any band using any mode allowed by your licence conditions. 

HF 

Australia:                                                               50 Contacts 

Oceania and Antarctica:                                            30 Contacts 

North America and Asia:                                              20 Contacts 

Europe and South America:                    10 Contacts 

Africa:                                                                       7 Contacts 

VHF/UHF 

Contact to be made with 20 VK7 stations with at least one contact made in each of the Southern, 
Northern and North Western Branch areas.  Repeaters may be utilised. 

Satellite contacts via amateur satellites with cross band to HF allowed if licence conditions allow. 

IRLP 

Contact to be made with 30 VK7 stations by any amateur using the IRLP system whether within 
Australia or overseas. 

 

Claims for Awards 

To make a claim for the “Tasmanian Devil Award” applicants must forward: 
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1.  copy of claim logs with the applicant’s name, address and callsign: 

2.  copy of claim logs indicating the callsign of stations contacted, the band, date, time, mode of 
emission and signal reports exchanged with each station worked: 

3.  copy of claim logs to be signed by the applicant. No counter signatures are required: and 

4.  each claim for the award is to be accompanied by AUD $3.00 or equivalent in IRC’s to cover the cost 
of the Award and postage. 

All contacts made since 1 January 1978 are allowed for this award. 

Applications 

Copies of logs and the fee are to be sent to: 

The Awards Manager 

GPO BOX 371 

HOBART   7001 

Descripton of Award 

The Award measures 205mm by 230mm, printed on pale light blue card with a map of Tasmania in 
green in the centre. The head of the Tasmanian Devil in black with red nose and mouth is printed within 
the map of Tasmania. 

Amateurs holding the “Tasmanian Devil Award” are reminded that upgrades are available for the 
award. Presently held are 150, 200, 250 and 300 upgrades.  If you qualify for any of the these upgrades, 
please forward a copy of your logs as outlined above and an upgrade sticker will be forwarded. 

  

A CASE OF THEFT 

The following equipment was stolen from the locked bakkie bin box of SV26 between Wednesday night 
03 July and Thursday night 04 July in Pinetown.

1.  MS 300 Digital Frequency Counter with 12 volt lead acid battery

2.  Daiwa Cross needle SWR/POWER meter
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If you have any information in this regard please Keith Lowes  on cell phone 082 685-6666. Your call 
would be treated with the strictest confidentiality. A case of theft has been opened at the Pinetown 
Police Station

  

WHAT INSPIRED ME TO BECOME A RADIO HAM 

Continued from last month    ….   Ramblings of remembrances of radio by ZS5IAN 

Round about 1956, I found a small radio in the garage called a Lafayette. It was about the size of a 
modern transistor radio. It was made in the USA so it had to be powered by 110 volts. No problem for 
me. My dad had lots of resistance wire which I wound alongside ordinary insulated wire and bound it to 
the insulated wire by means of many rolls of black sticky (very sticky!) insulating tape.  I can’t remember 
how I ended up with 110 volts, but my dad must have had a meter of sorts.  The antenna was a length 
of “aerial” wire hung out my bedroom window and laid along the garage roof below.  My insulating job 
must have been below par, as I had many an electric shock whilst using that radio. (There was no 
standard as to say which of the 15 amp pins was live and which was neutral. – Each socket varied as to 
what the Irish electrician felt like on the day!  However the earth was always the earth!) To have my own 
radio in my bedroom was a great boon to me. I listened to the radio whenever I had a spare minute. – 
Don’t forget there was no TV then – Unfortunately that radio had only Long wave and Medium Wave – 
no short wave.  

The day came when my dad came home with a large wooden box with a glass “window” in it. It had a 
name on it proclaiming it to be a PYE Continental. There was a place in the front that looked like it had a 
speaker behind it. On inquiring what it was, I was given the stock answer from my dad – “a box for white 
mice”  This contraption did not have the fancy coloured windows with Halverson and Moscow on it – but 
I knew it was something electrical. It was days before I was told that it was a television set. This would 
have been about 1957 and no one in Ireland had heard of a TV set! Now the fun began…..   my dad 
would sit with his slide rule and his “Job Pad” and make copious notes and write down lots of figures. 
Finally he had his design for a TV Arial. He bought the aluminium and made up a dipole and reflector etc 
etc This was mounted on top of the yet to be finished garden swing. The grand day came and the TV 
was switched on. Snow, snow and lots more snow. My dad swore that he saw a test pattern and who 
were we to argue with him?  The only test pattern that I saw was SNOW!  Well what would you expect 
with the nearest station being in London and us in Ireland! Valves were swapped and changed and 
changed again until my dad finally decided that one needed the antenna mounted high up. Well we had 
it put up on the chimney on top of the two story house.  Yes! I could see the test pattern!  The whole 
family sat around the TV (black and white of course), and watched the BBC test pattern for hours and 
hours……..  So many people stopped and asked us what the strange thing was on our chimney!  Then a 
TV station opened in Wales and soon after another one in Belfast. Now we had a choice of stations – 
but that also meant an antenna farm on top of the chimney. Some of the new stations (including the new 
ITV) had to have a different type of antenna. Reception was not so great from these stations. But not to 
worry, my dad already knew the answer to that.  Raise the antennas even higher! Now we had a very 
high antenna that had to be supported by galvanised guy wires to many points of the house and garden. 
But he was right – now we could get a great signal from England, Wales or Northern Ireland. (Irish TV 
was still to come). 
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This new fangled TV now meant that dad no longer listened to the radio (actually referred to as a 
WIRELESS) in the now renamed “TV room” That radio was now dumped into the garage where I 
rescued it and put it in my bedroom. AND it had SHORTWAVE! Now things were happening!  Once 
again I could listen to the different languages from around the world in the privacy of my own bedroom. 

Eventually that wireless ended up in our summer house on the East Coast of Wexford, but it also came 
to a smoky end due to the transformer wax being coveted by the local mice for their meals. 

One day I took the steps up to the attic and did a bit of exploring. Two wooden boxes were found with 
earphones attached to them. What were these boxes? Beautifully made wooden boxes with electrical 
apparatus could not be left in the attic so were taken down to my bedroom where they were examined 
minutely. I asked Dad when he came home from work and he said that they were crystal sets. “What’s a 
crystal set?” I asked.  “It’s an old fashioned radio” he replied. “Show me how it works” I asked.  Five 
minutes later I was listening to Radio Eireann through the earphones. Wow! No batteries or Mains 
electricity! Well Radio Eireann was not my cup of tea – but this was something else!  Within a week I 
had gone to Dublin to seek out a place called CQ Radio. I bought a crystal (2 shillings) and armed with 
that and a booklet that the man in the shop had loaned me, off I went home to build my own crystal set. 
First of all I got hold of a toilet roll insert. Next, 80 turns of copper wire evenly wound on to the insert. A 
quick lesson on using a soldering iron and I had a crystal set that did not need a cats whisker to fire it 
up! 

As I write this I remember that soldering iron. It had a huge tip which was heated up on a paraffin 
primus stove. A large bar of solder and a tin of flux were it’s accoutrements. When I built my first 
Heathkit transistor set many years later and overheated the transistors, my dad thought that I was ham 
fisted. (He had just finished a Heathkit 6 transistor radio – long wave and medium wave-with the same 
soldering iron.)  My radio never did work….  But the seed was there. 

At the age of 19 I decided to emigrate to hotter climes. I travelled on the Pendennis Castle to South 
Africa. Stopping at Las Palmas on the way, I bought a radio for next to nothing. The reason that it was 
sold for next to nothing was that inside it – it had next to nothing….  Long wave was not in use in South 
Africa and that is what it was – a Long wave receiver.  That put me off radios for a while. 

One car that I bought in the early 70’s had a radio in it that had short wave. During the day it was dead, but at night time 
it came to life with lots of interesting stations that brought back memories of sitting in my bedroom in Dublin listening to 
the same stations. Well then along came TV some years later and the radio died a natural death – well for the time 
being anyway. During that time I bought a Sony SW30 world receiver. I still have it to this day. But now my appetite was 
tempted by this receiver. During this time the news broadcasts in South Africa were very slanted and it was great to 
hear the same news but given a different slant to it. 

One Sunday morning a friend phoned me and gave me a phone number of a person selling a “FRG7”.  
It turned out to be Gary ZS5NK. I bought it and listened to the BBC and other stations for some months, 
before purchasing a Icom R75.   I then joined the Short-wave Listening Group in Durban. One day Steve 
ZS5HP came around to my house and asked what ham stations I had listened to.  “Ham stations?” I 
replied – “I don’t listen to ham stations – I listen to broadcast stations”.  He thought I was mad and 
showed my how to tune in to the amateur bands.  I was hooked!  Within 5 months I had written my RAE 
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and was a regular person on the 2m repeaters.  It was not long after that that I fell in love with CW.  Well 
maybe I should call it a love hate relationship. After failing the CW exam twice (nerves!) I got down to 
some serious study of CW with Mel ZS5MF and Roger ZS5FX . Roger was a real brick and gave up at 
least one hour of each evening on a simplex channel on 2 meters to teach both myself and Colin ZS5CF 
the intricacies of the Morse Code. Roger, take a bow! 

An old friend of mine who had been a “Ham” for many years and lived in UK, Raymond G4NJW had 
been in touch with me via email and encouraged – nay shoved – me into passing the CW exam. To this 
end he came out here and gave me a present of a TenTec 1340 which I will always treasure. This is a 
QRP rig for 40 meters and when I use it (which is a lot), I think of Raymond and I in the quiet of the bush 
in Botswana and me listening for 2 hours a day to my MFJ Morse Tutor.  I am sure there were times that 
he would gladly have thrown it into the fast moving waters of the Okovango River just for a bit of peace 
and quiet. 

On passing the exam, I decided not to let go of CW. Through Tubby ZS5TUB, and like stalwarts I was 
coaxed into getting on the air on a regular basis. Mossie ZS4XJ was a great Elmer and always listened 
out for me when I was in Botswana or Swaziland or even just Johannesburg or Cape Town. That was 
the beginning of my love for QRP as a small transceiver was just the job for use whilst travelling around. 
Transmitting from hotels in Southern Africa needed some serious thinking when it came to antennas. To 
this day, I have found that two “slinky” springs pulled apart, supported in the middle and fed with some 
75 Ohm cable takes a lot of beating when it comes to portable indoor antennas. Of course an antenna 
tuner helps a lot and that is when I got into building kits.   

I could write a lot more on QRP and QRPp as well as building kits, but I will leave that for another time. 
For now, I have at least fulfilled my part of the deal by telling you how I got into Amateur Radio 

Ian MacQuillan 

ZS5IAN 

  

STOP PRESS       

From: "Brad Phillips" <Phillipsb@vodacom.co.za> 

To: <hotline@harc.org.za> 

Subject: New Service for HARC members 

Date: 10 July 2002 10:47 

With the move of our server and transfer of the HARC domain to our new ISP, we are now able to offer 
a FREE mail redirect service to our club members. This service will function as follows: 
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An email address will be created on the club's server for each member - zs5xyz@harc.org.za 
The member updates his existing email address by sending an email to updates@harc.org.za 
with his current email account details (eg @mweb, hotmail, etc.)
I update the @harc.org.za address to forward any mail received @harc.org.za to the members 
current email address 
Any email sent to the @harc.org.za address is automatically forwarded to the original mweb, 
hotmail or other email account. 

The main advantage of this service to the member is that it allows them to have one email address for 
life without being tied to one service provider. 

They issue this email address to their friends to use. Should they wish to later transfer to a new service 
provider, they merely email updates@harc.org.za and their mail is rerouted to their new mailbox without 
any interuption to their mail delivery.  

This service does not replace existing email accounts and will not affect the working of any 
existing email accounts as it is purely a redirect service. 

To assist with communicating with the various committee members and ensure the mail reaches the 
correct person, the following email addresses are now available:

zs5ham - general matters copied to Webmaster and Secretary
chairman
vicechairman
treasurer
secretary
awards - awards manager for any HARC awards
bulletins - HARC bulletin coordinator
construction - HARC construction party coordinator
hamnet - Hamnet KZN provincial director
hotline - Highway Hotline editor
interference - interference coordinator
irlp - IRLP node operator
mcig - Morse Code Interest Group
rae - RAE coordinator
repeaters - Repeater working group coordinator
sportsgroup - Sports group communications coordinator
technical - Technical group coordinator
updates - email address updates for email redirect service
webmaster - HARC webmaster

All of these addresses have been added to the HARC committee page on the website. 

I am also negotiating tarrifs with the ISP for email access and full internet access. At this stage, it 
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appears that full internet (with dial-in access) will be around R80 per month while email only will be 
around R20 per month (email payable annually in advance). If anyone is considering moving providers 
or would like more info on the email redirect service, please email webmaster@harc.org.za for more 
info. 

Brad - ZS5BP 

HARC Webmaster 

webmaster@harc.org.za 

Highway Amateur Radio Club - making things happen. We lead, others follow. 
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