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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - JUNE 2002

ANNUAL GENERAL METING 

In terms of the Club’s Constitution, this is a formal notification to all members of the Highway Amateur 
Radio Club that the Annual General Meeting will be held at the Clubhouse, Westville Civic Centre on 
Tuesday  20th August 2002 commencing at 19.00 for 19.30 hours SAST.

The agenda will be closed and no matters other than those appearing on the agenda will be raised , 
therefore any motions or items for inclusion on the Agenda must be submitted together with suitable 
motivation, to reach the secretary before the  08th July 2002.

Matters pertaining to the updating of the Constitution of the Club must not be submitted as these will be 
debated at a Special General Meeting prior to the

A.G.M.

Nominations for office bearers for the year 2002/2003 must be submitted in writing by a proposer and 
seconder and must bear the signature of the nominee as an indication that he/she is prepared to serve 
on committee. Late nominations will be accepted at the AGM but the nominee must be present at the 
meeting.

Remember it’s only members who have paid their 2002/2003 subs that will be permitted to vote at the 
AGM

  

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS. 

After a short debate on the pros and cons of holding club meetings on a Saturday afternoon every 
fourth  month, it was proposed and seconded to revert to meetings being held at the clubhouse on the 
third Tuesday of every month commencing at 19h00 for 19h30. The consensus of opinion was that the 
afternoon meetings were not drawing any additional members who do not normally attend in the 
evenings and furthermore distractions in the car park such as bargaining on swops in car boots  as well 
as weather conditions ie wind etc made it difficult to concentrate on business matters. The proposal was 
carried without any dissention 

  

FAMOUS QUOTE 
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Violence is the last refuge of the incompetent………………...Hannibal 

  

 ANNUAL CLUB  AWARDS 

It’s that time of the year when one has to consider what they have achieved in the last twelve months 
and whether such achievement warrants a club award. If you, or anyone that you may know of,  fulfills 
the criteria for the awards listed below or merits recognition for outstanding service to the Club or Ham 
Radio, please  drop the Awards Manager an e.mail (philbea@bean.co.za) or telephone him on (031) 
202-8807 detailing particulars for checking, adjudication and submission to the Judges for final 
verification.

The closing date for entries will be 30 June 2002

. 

TROPHIES. 

DX/SSB 

1.        Display a decided interest in DX communications

2.        Have made contact with at least 200 DX  stations in the past 12 months.

3.        Have QSL cards confirming at least 50 of the above contacts.

4.        Have worked at least 20 individual countries in the past 12 months.

5.        A placing in any of the local or international HF contests.

DX/CW

1.        Show a keen interest in CW communications.

2.        Have made contact with 75 or more DX stations in the past 12 months.

3.        Have received QSL cards confirming at least 25 of the above contacts.

4.        Have worked at least 5 individual countries in the past 12 months.

5.        A placing in any of the local or international HF contests.
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VHF/UHF 

1         Assisting with repeater repairs.

2         Direction Finding assisting in locating local interference on the repeater frequencies.

3         Detecting strange phenomena such as DX openings and determining possible reasons 
therefore..

4         Using the laid down protocol and direction finding of the source of pirate communications and 
reporting to a committee member for further action.  (See Highway Hotline for May 1998).

5         Antenna building

6         A placing in contests.

SATELLITE

1.        Have made contact with at least 75 stations via satellites in the past 12 months.

2.        Have received QSL cards for at  least 25 countries worked in the past 12 months.

3.        Have made contact with MIR or any other manned satellite space station or shuttle in the past 
12 months.

Note a certified copy of the relevant log entries must support submissions for consideration of 
the above awards

CONSTRUCTORS

This trophy is for the purpose of encouraging the building of amateur radio related projects.

1.         The project must not be built from specially prepared kits.

2.         Circuit diagrams/technical drawings and documentation prepared by the constructor must be 
submitted with the project and must be demonstrated at the club meeting.

3.         The project must have been completed in the past 12 months.

HAM SPIRIT TROPHY 

This award will be made by the Club Committee based on the performance of any individual club 
member in terms of his fellow club members or service rendered to Ham Radio in the past 12 months.
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CERTIFICATES 

Various certificates will be awarded for achievements as decided by the Committee.

NOTE:-  The judge’s decision shall be final and no correspondence or argument shall be entered 
into. 

  

BIRTHDAY BOOK 

Hoping all your Birthday dreams and wishes will come true, and only pleasant happy hours will fill this 
day for you   

                                                       73’s/88’s    Keith    (ZS5WFD)  

                                                                                                      The Chairman               

June 2002 

19 - Joan Wheeler - Mother of Garth (ZS5GMW)

20 - Tyrone Ferguson - ZS5TT

22 - Les Watts - ZS5LW

22 - Brian Booth - ZS5BSB

24 - Harold Sink - ZS5KA          (91 years today)

26 - Edwin Musto - ZS5BBO

30 - Barbara Potgieter - Spouse of Gary

July 2002 

01 - Margaret Schleyer - Spouse of Michael

01 - Deon Swanepoel - ZR5DS

05 - Leanne Worthington - Daughter of Ray (ZS5BM) & June
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06 - Bob Wheeler - Father of Garth (ZS5GMW)

07 - Estelle Nel - Daughter of Gerhard (ZS5GN) & Heather (ZS5MN)

07 - Brian Broad - ZS5BB

08 - Sylvia Wilson - Spouse of Errol (ZR5EGW)

08 - Jean Mobey - Spouse of Dave (ZS5DRM)

11 - Penny Fielding - Spouse of John (ZS5JF)

16 - Virginia Waldeck - Spouse of Tubby (ZS5TUB)

16 - Derek Mc Manus - ZR5DMC

17 - Peter Black - ZR5DWC     (now in the U.K.)

19 - Stuart Mitcalfe - ZS5EA                   

28 - Garth Wheeler - ZS5GMW 

  

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

June 2002 

23 - Ian - ZS5IAN - (031)  701-9792

30 - Justin - ZS5KT - (031)  564-7230

July 2002 

07 - Robert - ZS5LA - (031)  709-2960

14 - Phil - ZS5RJ - (031)  202-8807

21 - Bill - ZR5DBV - (084)  334-6921

28 - Lawry - ZS5HV - (031)  702-8652
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DIARY 

June 2002 

 06 @ 19.30 - Technical Evening : Clubhouse  :  Westville

11 @ 19.30 - Committee Meeting : Clubhouse   :  Westville

15-16 - All Asian DX CW Contest (see www.jarl.or.jp/index.html)

18 @ 19.30 - Monthly Club Meeting and Quiz :  Clubhouse  

22/1800Z-23/2100Z - ARRL Field Day Contest

29 @ 13.30 - Swop Shop : Car Park : Civic Centre : Westville

30 - Closing date for club awards entries    (See pages 4/5)       

30 @ 11.00 - Steam Train trip Kloof  to Inchanga (see page 22)

July 2002 

01 - Club Subs for 2002/2003 are due, don’t delay pay right away

05 - Final date for the submission of suggestions to update the Club’s Constitution. ( See page 13)

04 @ 19.30 - Technical Evening with Eric (ZS5EWM)

08 - Final date for any Motions/Items to be included on the AGM (see page 3)

09 @ 19.30 - Committee Meeting

16 @ 19.30 - Monthly Club Meeting 

13-14 - IARU  HF World Contest   (see www.iaru.org)

27-28 - RSGB Islands on the Air Contest (see www.rsgb.org)       

27 @ 13.30 - Swop Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre
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TUBBY'S NOOKY 

                                  IT HAPPENED IN THE PAST

JULY 

1.. USA, the first adhesive stamps go ob sale – 1847 

1.. The first commercial is shown , Channel WWB7, New York, was for a Bulova Clock – 1941 

1.. Albert Einstein proposes his “Theory of Relativity” – 1905 

1.. Durban, introduction of the first and only Funeral tram Service in the world – 1907 

2.. Death of Nostrodamus, Salen, France – 1566 

3.. London, the world’s first colour TV transmission – 1928 

3.. The first commercial TV sets go on sale in the USA $75 – 1928 

4.. The Battle of Ulundi, the last battle of the Anglo-Zulu War  - 1879 

5.. A 2mph speed limit introduced in Britain for steam and petrol vehicles – 1865 

7.. UK, Christopher Stone becomes the first Radio DJ – 1927 

10.. USA, Telstar 1 is the first TV satellite to be launched – 1962 

12.. Birth of George Eastman, inventor of the Kodak camera – 1854 

14.. Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel demonstrates dynamite for the first time – 1867 

14.. USA, the first nuclear warship the USS Long Beach (14,000 tons) is launched – 1959 

15.. Edward Boeing sets up the Pacific Aero Products Company in Seattle – 1916 

15.. The Battle of Delville Wood – 1916 

16.. Apollo 11 launched at Cape Kennedy with Neil Armstrong on board – 1969 

18.. Thomas Edison records the human voice for the first time – 1877 
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19.. The Rosetta Stone is found in Egypt near Alexandria – 1799 

20.. Death of G Marconi, aged 63 – 1937 

20.. US space probe Viking 1 lands on Mars – 1976 

20.. Neil Armstrong is the first man to set foot on the moon – 1969 

24.. The first Insulin treatment is carried out on a 6-year old girl at Guys Hospital, London – 1925 

26.. Durban, the first railway in South Africa is opened, (to the Point) – 1860 

27.. Maiden flight of the world’s first jet airliner, the de Havilland Comet – 1949 

29.. The BBC televises the first weather report – 1949 

  

No. 12  Radio ZS June 1992 

 “slow does not mean long-winded – not only the soul of wit is deemed to be brevity …” 

In the previous article it was explained how a general call in fact acts as an advertisement, a lure to 
entice response to your invitation. It should contain all your intentions, without belabouring the point. 

On hearing such a CQ call, you should respond to it by Zero-beating on the signal then, at the 
appropriate time, by making DE and your call sign AR K. Should the calling station wish to take up your 
invitation, he should use both your and his callsigns in full and then carry on with the QSO. 

The pivot on which the QSO now swings, from station to station, can take the form of “AR K” or “BK”. 
The Regulations stipulate that each separate transmission should contain the callsign of the station 
making the transmission. However, logic must prevail at all times and so long as there is no possibility of 
confusion or doubling, mere quick reports are in order, e.g. station A tells station B that his name is 
John. Station B is not quite sure and wants to check this. Now the clearest way to do this is “A DE BT 
CFM YR NAME JOHN UD BK”. Station A then does not have to go into the big callsign DE callsign 
rigmarole, he merely has to say “YES” or “NO”, or if his name is John, he can make “C”. This means 
“correct” and B then carries on by starting his transmission with “BK” 

The entire QSO should have a natural, conversational flow to it. This will come very naturally if 
practised. 

 Goodbye! 

 Now how the heck do I get out of this QSO? Here a bit of imagination is called for. Not every QSO 
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should end with the XYL threatening violence unless you pack it in and go to the shop for her! If you 
have run out of conversation, tell the man (or lady) QRU. Then say to him that you wish him a fine day, 
a fine evening, or whatever and that you will see him later. Forget the new thing that “one does not see 
a station, but hears him”, or “does not see him later, but hears him later”. We are busying ourselves with 
radio communication – not with the intricacies of English grammar, idioms or syntax. Saying “ read you 
five nine etc” and “see you later” or the WT equivalent is quite in order. 

So, for example, instead of the new hollow sounding shopping trip, having escaped bodily injury, you 
can say “ … QRU TKS QSO BIDU VGE BCNU & # AR”. Having said cheerio, you end with AR (this is 
the end of my transmission), thus no “K”. But you have not slammed the door in the face of the other 
station, leaving room for him to tactfully reciprocate with his “73” etc., followed by callsign DE callsign 
QRT CL AR VA. This means (QRT) I am going to stop here, (CL) I am also going to close my station, 
(AR) this the end of my transmission and (VA) the sign of the final end of my transmission. The latter is 
not followed by any other form of message, etc. In response, the other station normally responds with 
either CU or SU (we have established earlier that it is quite in order to “see” a guy by radio, or his own 
VA and dit-di-di-dit dit” Now the first station is invited here to provide the magical closing to this 
symphony by making “dit dit” 

Good luck, have fun, enjoy WT. 

   

KIDS SAY THE DARNDEST THINGS? 

The word trousers is an uncommon noun because it is singular at the top and plural at the biottom 

  

THE POSTBOX 

Date/Time    : 14-May 17:21

Title             : Re: MARK SHUTTLEWORTH

From:              ZS1AAZ@ZS0STB.TBG.WCP.ZAF.AF

To  :                SARL@ZAF

  

Hallo Everyone

I think I should give some background.  My name is Henry Chamberlain, ZS1AAZ, and I live in 
Stellenbosch.  I am a retired person and am part time employed at Stellenbosch University to promote 
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technology amongst school children.  We call them learners.  The manager of the programme is 
Miranda Myburgh, ZR1MIR, a fairly new amateur.

In August last year Miranda told me that Mark intends to fly in the ISS and asked if it would be a good 
idea to ask him to qualify as amateur so that he can talk to learners while in space.  I agreed with her.

Miranda then sent Mark an e-mail in August last year, and asked him if he would be prepared to qualify 
as radio amateur so that he can make contact with school children while in space.  He immediately 
replied and said "yes".  Miranda then sent him all the relevant study material shortly afterwards.

Mark had appointed a media company to manage his affairs while he trained as cosmonaut.  The MD of 
this company asked for a demo of amateur radio, and I invited him to my home and gave him a thorough 
demonstration.  He then asked me if I would assist them in the amateur radio contacts with Mark.

I then obtained an application form from the ARRL web site which is used for ISS school contacts, 
completed it and mailed it to the address given.

Frank Bauer, manager of ARISS, (Amateur radio in the space station) then started the planning of 
Mark's contacts with schools in the RSA.

Four events were planned, the first one at Bishops School in Cape Town, Mark's Alma Mater.  The 
second one was in Natal, the third one at Midrand and the fourth one at Khayelitsha in the Cape.

ARISS make use of certain amateur radio stations in the world as telebridge stations. I do'nt know how 
many there are, but the ones we used were NN1SS in Maryland, ZS6BTD in Johannesburg, and 
VK5ZAI in Australia.  All school contacts were planned to occur early evening for the sake of the 
learners who had to travel to the venues.

Audio from the telebridge stations was relayed by landline to the different venues.  At the same time, 
Gerald, ZS6BTD, relayed the audio to a local conference network, the same that is used for Intechnet. 
Local amateurs in the main centres then relayed the audio to local repeaters so that local amateurs 
could listen in.  Here in the Western  Cape, we could listen to the contacts between Mark and the 
learners on all four occasions.

I asked Ray Webber, ZS6RSW, in Johannesburg, to assist at the Midrand venue, and Louis de Bruyn, 
ZS5LP, in Durban.  Both agreed immediately and I had feedback that both amateurs and their teams did 
excellent work.  I assisted at the two venues in the Western Cape.

The role of the radio amateurs was to give a live demonstration of amateur radio, and we also 
demonstrated satellite tracking software. The master of ceremonies was William Smith, well known for 
his maths  presentations on TV and radio.

A program was arranged at all four venues where videos of the ISS were shown, and twelve learners 
were selected beforehand to ask Mark questions.
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The media were also present and you may have seen the excerpts on TV, on DSTV, and listened on 
radio.

As you know, members of the Oakdale Radio Club applied to ICASA for an honorary call for Mark, and 
the call ZSRSA was issued.  NASA objected to the non-amateur call and gave instructions that all 
astronauts should use NA1SS.  I have this in writing.

Mark will be back in the RSA in June sometime, but during September he is planning to visit 120 
schools in the RSA and demonstrate his space suit and a mock-up of the capsule in which he returned 
to earth, and of course answer more questions.

He never got around to writing the amateur exam, for unknown reasons, but probably due to a tight 
schedule.  At one stage he wrote to me and asked that we don’t write to him, but rather to his media 
company because it was 02:00 and he was still reading his e-mail!

I think everything possible was done to give Mark, but also amateur radio exposure, and I wish to thank 
all the amateurs who participated for their co-operation.  Apart from the teams in Midrand and Durban, 
also the amateurs who relayed the contacts on local repeaters, and to ZS1YT, SARL councillor for the 
RAE, who prepared an exam paper for  Mark.

Here are some excerpts from a letter I received from the media company today. I quote:

"Amazing reviews and hearty congratulations were well received from all participating dignitaries, 
educators, learners, as well, both local and national media.  The educators of participating schools were 
requested to complete an evaluation form for the event.  We received many kind remarks such as:  It 
was a memorable occasion, very well organised with a great vibe."   (There were more such remarks.)

I think that you will agree that we could not have hoped for better exposure for amateur radio.

73, Henry

[End of Message #515 from ZS1AAZ]

Letter to SARL  

To: Sid Tyler ZS6AYC                                                                 From: The Secretary-.H.A.R.C. 

      SARL President                                                                                P.O.Box 779 

      Gauteng                                                                                             New Germany     3680 

                                                                                                                 19th May, 2002 

Dear Sid, 
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On behalf of our Chairperson-Keith Lowes ZS5WFD, the Committee and members of  the Highway 
Amateur Radio Club, I wish to express our hearty congratulations on your appointment to President of 
the SARL. 

At  a recent committee meeting, I as secretary of the HARC, was commissioned to write to you 
requesting the following to take place (on a regular basis):- 

That our local (Kwazulu Natal-Durban)  SARL Councillor comes up once a month to inform us (SARL 
Members) of the latest developments/membership numbers/strategy etc. and to answer any questions 
that members might have. 

As a suggestion it might be suitable that the regular (monthly) event be planned to take place on the 
HARC’s Friday evening (weekly) net, where it’s an open topic evening discussion, run by Tubby 
ZS5TUB, starting at 19h30. It is felt that the Sunday 12h00 Presidents’ Net does not embrace a lot of 
people, especially the ZR’s. 

The reason for this request is that we as members of the SARL feel that communication is of paramount 
importance in order to retain the membership and to assist in recruiting new members as well. 

Sid, a second matter from our committee meeting:- Will it be feasible to e-mail your SARL  Council 
Meeting Minutes to club secretaries/chairpersons ? In the past these were a regular feature in the Radio 
ZS and a very much missed. 

Yours Sincerely, 

A.C.D. Mayall    ( Tony Mayall ZS5GR)                                                                                      

Secretary of the H.A.R.C. 

  

Sid has responded to the request by arranging for one of the 3 Councillors resident in KZN to 
come up on the 145600Mhz repeater each Friday night during  the “Informal Net” to answer 
questions and inform listeners of latest developments within the SARL. He suggested that any 
questions be put to these 3 Councillors beforehand in order that they my seek the latest 
developments to the question from the respective councillors    …………………...Editor 

  

  

Date: 22 May 2002 08:41
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Hi Phil

Thanks for the latest copy of the newsletter received at Tuesday's meeting.

There was some discussion about commercial interests hiring "consultants" to monitor the amateur 
bands, and finding the UHF band in particular "empty".

This statement emphasis's the point that many people outside of the hobby simply do not understand 
the purpose and meaning of amateur radio, if they are just listening for relatively strong repeater and 
mobile stations. The UHF and VHF bands are full of weak signals from beacons, EME, data and voice 
satellites meteor scatter and propagation experiments which the "consultants" simply will not hear 
without specialised antennae and receivers. They need to understand that a lot of experimentation goes 
on with extremely weak (by their standards) signals, and that this experimentation, over the years, has 
formed the backbone of the technical knowledge on which their present technologies are based.

So lets get hold of the so-called "consultants" and show them what we do. ICASA itself should know 
better than to listen to these self-styled experts.

73            Charles ZS5QR

  

UPDATING THE HIGHWAY CLUB CONSTITUTION. 

The H.A.R.C. constitution is in need of updating, but can only be done at a Special General 
Meeting convened for the purpose. If anyone has any suggestions please let Phil (ZS5RJ)  know 
in writing before the 05 July 2002, motivating reasons for changes, additions or deletions. A sub 
committee consisting of Peter Wren (ZS5PJW), Norman Caseley (ZS5NC), Phil Unterhorst 
(ZS5RJ) and a volunteer will be established to consider any proposals  before submitting them 
to the Committee  to convene the  Special General Meeting. 

  

ANNUAL SUBS 

The Clubs annual subs for 2002/2003 are now due  

Members  R75.00 and Family Members at R15.00 . 

Associate/Social Members will be determined by the Committee

Cheques and cash will be gladly accepted by the Treasurer at the monthly meetings, or if preferred, 
cheques can be sent to P.O. Box 779, New Germany 3620, or, payment can be made to the Clubs 
Standard Bank Account # 250335824  code # 04562641 A copy of the deposit slip to be sent to the 
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Treasurer. Regrettably credit cards are not acceptable.

Members who have not paid by the 30 September 2002 will be regarded as having resigned in terms of 
the constitution and deleted from the database on the 1st October 2002

Subs paid after this date will be accepted but membership will be broken and re-instatement will be as at 
the date of payment.

The definition  of members contained in the Constitution are:- 

Full Member : Must hold permission to install and operate an amateur radio station

Family Member : A licenced person who resides at the same address as the full member.

Associate/Student Member :  Have an interest in radio & electronics : Has no voting rights

  

REVIEW OF THE WEEKLY NETS BY TUBBY. 

What have we achieved?  Well certainly an increase in activity on the HARC repeater. 

More than a year has now passed since the inception of the Morse Code Interest Group Net. A 
lot has happened since then. It has encouraged  some of our members who have been inactive 
for some time to again share in the joy of Amateur radio. It has for me been especially rewarding 
in that it has motivated several hams to find, dust off their old keys and again come onto the CW 
bands and enjoy Morse Code.
For many years the ladies have not had any encouragement to become active on ham radio for 
one reason or another. This has changed dramatically since the forming of the “Natter Net”. The 
ladies now have a platform in which to air their views and concerns without being interfered/
intimidated by the males, who, in most cases only chat about matters technical. Heather and her 
group of charming ladies have made a big difference in this and other spheres of our hobby. Just 
look at our swop shops. I think the main attraction now is to see what lovely goodies there are to 
eat. This venture has generated substantial additional funds for the club. Money,  which will be 
used for the benefit of its members. 
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Call-ins to the Hamnet bulletin on Wednesday nights had declined in past years. This is a very 
de-motivating factor for those who present this very worthy and essential aspect of ham radio. 
However, this situation has certainly changed over the past months. Subjects put forward by 
Keith ZS5WFD are outstanding, and this is reflected by the ever-increasing numbers who call in 
to this net. Hamnet is very important to us, it visually promotes our hobby at various rallies and 
functions and sports events. One has only to reflect back on this year’s Tour de Natal Motor 
Rally. Our very frequencies are under threat with the ever-increasing demand by the commercial 
sector for more band width. We are also facing future legislation with regards to RF emissions 
and antenna and tower restrictions. Hamnet is one medium of making the public aware of the 
contribution that ham radio plays in the community. We must be seem to be part of the 
community. 
The Thursday night Technical Net has filled a vacuumed that was lacking in our club. Not every 
member was able to attend the monthly constructors class hosted by Eric ZS5EWM for one 
reason or another. They now have a slot in which to present their technical queries and problems 
and have them answered. Many and varied subjects have been raised. We are very fortunate to 
have in the Highway Amateur Radio Club a number of very technical hams who are always 
prepared to share with us lesser mortals their vast knowledge and expertise. This net has 
encouraged many a new ham to venture into the mine field of constructing their own equipment. 
The spin off is now that more hams are attending the constructors monthly meeting at the club 
house, and building their own equipment. A special thanks must go to Alvin ZS5AES.
The Friday night net started off without really having a specific subject or direction but has 
become very popular. This is evident in its title, “The Official Highway Club Unofficial/Have Your 
Say Net.” It has over the past months become a platform in which to air ham radio matters that 
are not usually dealt with in the other nets. This net is sometimes contentious and has dealt with 
a wide range of diverse subjects, from women in Ham radio, the plight of our aged and those 
matters which might have an effect on our hobby in the future. It has, however, steered away 
from subjects of a political or religious nature. These would in any event be contrary to laws as 
laid down in the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 
Saturday night was one which we had not yet filled. In stepped Bruce ZS5BR and inaugurated 
what was to become Bruce’s HARC Newsline. He downloads the various International ham radio 
bulletins off the Internet, e.g. The ARRL Newsline, Amateur Radio Today, the RSGB News, Q-
News, the RAIN Report and broadcasts them on a Saturday night “for the benefit of all radio 
amateurs and interested listeners”. We are very fortunate in being kept right up to date with the 
latest developments within the ham radio world. This has proved to be a very popular evening 
and the numbers of listeners is growing. 
The Sunday Night Net takes place after the re-run of the mornings bulletin. Although not ham 
radio, it  deals with the rich tapestry of Natal’s history. It is also a medium in which to learn about 
your local history and events. This net has a growing audience and is supported by hams and 
non hams alike. With your input and article/books, Tubby hopes it will become a permanent 
feature of the HARC. The net is an excellent way to end the weekend/start the new week. One 
needs only to sit back,  listen and enjoy. 

  

The success of the these nets is due entirely to the participation, interaction and comments by those 
hams who call in, and you have made them what they are, a window displaying the wares of the 
Highway Amateur Radio Club. 
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What do you think? Is it time for a change? Are they catering for your needs? If you desire change, what 
changes would you like to see? 

If you have any ideas, I would like to hear from you. Don’t forget this is your club. What do you like/
dislike? I would appreciate you comments good or bad. My email address is zs5tub@mweb.co.za or 
phone me on 031-9036708. 

Lets keep the Highway Amateur Radio Club in the forefront of ham radio 

  

POLL RESULTS 

The  poll  conducted last month  which was targeted at the HARC  members brought several interesting 
factors to light. The outcome was as follows: 
Of the 92 questionnaires distributed  only 33 replies were received (29 full members and 4 family 
members) resulting in a 36% poll. This was rather a disappointing response. One does  wonder what 
happened to the 59 that did not reply, given that it took no longer than 120 seconds to complete the poll? 
The responses to the poll were as follows:-. 

a)  Do you listen to the HARC Sunday Bulletins                                 

Regularly - 22 - 67%                                      

Fairly regularly - 5 - 15% 

Seldom - 3 - 9% 

Never - 3 - 9%     

b)   Do you attend HARC meetings  

Regularly - 24 - 73% 

Fairly regularly - 1 - 3%    

Seldom - 7 - 21%                                   

Never - 1 - 3% 

c)   What is your main interest in Ham Radio 

H.F. / DX   CW and/or Phone - 27%                                        
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VHF/UHF - 24% 

IRLP - 12% 

SATELLITES - 7% 

SSTV - 1% 

Construction - 11% 

Packet - 8% 

Bacar - 2% 

Contesting - 4%                                                    

Other ( QRP,  Field Days, Listening, Monitoring) - 1% 

d)   Do you participate in the HARC nets   

Sunday morning H.F. Net - Yes   15% - No  85% 

Tubby’s Sunday Evening net - Yes   39% - No  61% 

Tubby’s Monday CW Interest group - Yes   24% - No  76% 

Y.L’s Tuesday evening natter net - Yes   21% - No  79% 

Wednesday’s Hamnet Indaba - Yes    33% - No   67% 

Tubby’s technical Thursday evening net - Yes    36% - No   64% 

The informal net on Friday evenings - Yes    36% - No   64% 

Bruce’s “Ham Newsline” on Saturdays - Yes    51% - No   50% 

e)   Are there any changes you would like to see to “Hotline” - Yes  9% - No  91%                   

f)   Are you a member of the S.A.R.L. - Yes 70% - No 30% 

g) Do you listen to the HQ bulletin broadcast on Sunday mornings or any repeat or 
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retransmission thereof.

Regularly - 11 - 33%

Fairly regularly - 9 - 27%

Seldom - 6 - 18%

Never - 7 - 22%                                        

h) Do you listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International?

Regularly - 3 - 9%

Fairly regularly - 8 - 24%

Seldom - 7 - 21%

Never - 15 - 46% 

i) Do you listen to Intecnet?

Regularly - 10 - 31%

Fairly regularly - 7 - 21%

Seldom - 7 - 21%

Never - 9 - 27% 

j) Do you listen to the Presidents Net?

Regularly - 5 - 15%

Fairly regularly - 5 - 15%

Seldom - 7 - 22%

Never - 16 - 48% 

k) Are you experiencing any difficulties with the administration of SARL. 

Yes  15%                    No   85% 
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l)  Are you experiencing any difficulties with the admin of the HARC.? 

Yes    6%                    No  94% 

m)  Now that the subs of the SARL have been reduced would you consider joining or rejoining 
the League  (Non members of the League only) 

Yes  85%            No   15% 

n) Any comments you have to offer. 

SARL  

  i.  Delays to correspondence,  

      The President of the SARL at a meeting on the 8th June explained that difficulties were experienced 
but since the new lady had taken up office the matter had improved 

  ii. The Presidents Net at the wrong time.                        

       The President explained that due to the congestion on the bands on a Sunday morning, it was the 
only time available. Although on average only 8 persons participated it was a time to air your views with 
the President.  Weekdays have proved unpopular. 

 iii   Make membership compulsory.   

 iv   Encourage Clubs/Branches to host  AGM’s 

       The President said he would explore the possibilities 

  v.   Appoint dedicated Councillor to administer membership. Follow upon  phone calls      and ascertain 
which members not attending meetings or disappear from  the air waves and ollow up on reasons. 

 vi.  An improvement in response to correspondence since Ms Kroucamp  employed as administrator.. 

vii  No response to application to allow visitors to communicate in last years  JOTA         and HLITA 

HARC 

  i  Gripes by members should be submitted to Committee in writing, instead of airing them on repeaters 

 ii  Need more technical articles in “Hotline” 
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iii  No inspiration to attend Club meetings. 

 iv  When calling in on  Hamnet  bulletins persons should indicate their QTH. 

  v  Some members reside too far away from Clubhouse to attend meetings 

  

  

FROM AROUND THE CLUBS 

The Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club (ZS5HAC) held their Annual General Meeting on the 26th May 
which started at 11h30 with a bring and braai . There was an excellent turnout of members and visitors.

Kay Munro (ZS5RI) was unanimously nominated for Hon. Life membership of the club having served for 
many years on the committee of the old South Coast Branch of the SARL. Yours truly (ZS5RJ) gave a short 
talk on IRLP and generally how it functions to  most enthusiastic listeners.

The 145.775Mhz repeater has been thoroughly overhauled and moved from Paddock and located on 
high ground at the Umzumbe Chalets giving far better coverage from the lower South Coast to way 
North of Park Rynie which ZS5RJ experienced in the mobile using a 5/8 mobile whip

Surely the highlight for the year for  our club must be the hookup with the International Space Station 
and Mark Shuttleworth .Thanks to Gerald Klatzo ZS6BTD our club  were made party to a  dedicated 
conference line allocated to selected 6 stations in South Africa again ZS5HAC was on the map .The  S.
A  line linked  to Houston in Texas on the Global Network System .Our first relay took place at the Port 
Shepstone  High School, with  the Science members and teachers of the school in attendance, we  had 
set up our station at the school  were able to monitor the first Mark contact with his old School Bishops 
in Cape  Town ,this was an unforgettable evening for the  Staff and pupils .

This transmission of the International Space Station   and  the two following transmissions  were 
simultaneously  relayed onto our local repeater 145.775  and on to 40 metes with excellent copy .

Office bearers elected for the ensuing year were Garnett Gould (ZS5ZT)  Chairman, Wym van der Loo 
(ZS5XRL) as Vice Chairman, Peter Smith (ZS5SK) as Secretary and John Smith (ZS5JAS) as the Treasurer.  
Rob Henry (ZS5XS) will handle contests, Ingrid van der Loo (ZS5ING) will assist the Treasurer, and Gawie 
Hoon (ZS5R) is the Hamnet representative.
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MEETING ; S.A.R.L. MEMBERS ;  DURBAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUBHOUSE 

SATURDAY  ;  08 JUNE 2002  :    12.30 HOURS 

  

1.          Syd Tyler (ZS6AYC), the President of the SARL Councillors  Bill Norval (ZS5KD), Laurie 
Devereaux (ZS5DL), John Fielding (ZS5JF) and Dennis Green ZS4BS) addressed chairmen and 
members of the League from the 5 clubs in KZN at a meeting convened by the Durban Club at their 
clubhouse which started at 1245 hours on the 8th June 2002.

2.          Syd Tyler :-

a.          Said at the outset that the meeting was of an informal and exploratory nature and hoped that 
it wouldn't be a gripe session, however,  if there were matters worrying members the person should 
also be able to offer a solution. He commented that it was common to find that a person was 
playing the man an not the League and it should be remembered that in fact every member  "is the 
league"  with council being there to assist.

b.          He pointed out that there was a marked improvement in the handling of correspondence and 
running of the office at Headquarters since the appointment of the office manager Ms Marlette 
Kroucamp who is under tremendous pressure of work at the moment but coping well..

c.     He went on to say that the new radio regulations had been back and forth to the Minister office 
for approval and were in fact again on the Ministers desk waiting signature right now.

d.           Syd commented on the pass mark for the RAE and that it was also in the      process of being 
updated to make it more conducive to students. He also emphasised that a person

         having  just passed the exam should be taken under the wing of a fully   fledged licensee and  
help to get on the air.

3.     Bill Norval :-

a.          Reported that 62 persons had joined the SARL as members since the 7th              June 2002  
ie. 26 from ZS1,  11 from ZS2,   4 from ZS4,  5 from ZS5,  and 16 from ZS6

b      that there are 56 clubs around South Africa of which only 29 were affiliated to the League. Bill 
went to lengths to describe the need to have amateurs join the league in order to keep the flag 
flying. There were a total of 1189 paid up members of the league at present and in order to balance 
the books a further 300 members. He appealed to all members to make a concerted effort to 
canvass amateurs to join the SARL.

c      He went on to give a resume' of the Leagues finances and made it quite clear that   all  is 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC...er/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-06.htm (21 of 25)21/03/2007 09:58



file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Brad/Desktop/HARC_Members%20Server/Newsletters/Highway_Hotline/2002/Hotline_2002-06.htm

transparent and any information was available at all times.

D     "Radio ZS" costing R13.40 per copy inclusive of postage  was funded from members 
subscriptions and very little from advertising. He explained that due to the small circulation, 
advertisers were reluctant place adverts in our magazine. Consideration was given to downgrade 
the publication somewhat but it was decided at the AGM to leave it as is. It will cost the League 
R65.300-00 this year.

e       The QSL bureau which had been located at the premises of several hams was not working 
well and had been placed back at headquarters with updated equipment to facilitate the handling. 
The budget for the handling of QSL cards in and out of the bureau is to the tune of R13000 per 
anumn..

4.)      Dennis Green.

a.       Mentioned that his portfolio included H.F. and contesting and would at all times report any H.
F. contesting dates etc.

5.)      John Fielding said:- 

a      that the new rules relative to VHF/UHF contesting were being prepared and also mentioned 
that new rules would be required to govern IRLP communication. He appealed to  users to pass on 
any constructive suggestions to him in order negotiate with ICASA

6.)     Laurie Devereaux  

a       re-iterated the need to swell the ranks of the SARL and appealed to one and   all to actively 
get amateurs to join the League.

  

Louis de Bruin (ZS5LP) in closing the meeting thanked the Councillors for coming from far-away places 
and offering up their valuable time to address us. He also thanked all those present for taking the trouble 
to attend the meeting.

  

BITS AND BOBS 

We bid farewell to Peter Black (ZR5DWC) who has left the shores of South Africa to seek greener 
pastures in the United Kingdom. We all wish you every success with your new venture.
 Yvonne, that’s the  better half of Eric (ZS5EWM) underwent major surgery a little over a fortnight 
ago .and is back at home again. We are pleased to report that she is doing well.
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 SILENT KEY 

SARL reported in the bulletin of the 8th June that  Alex Thelland (previously ZS5ZA) resident in the 
Western Cape became a silent key on the 29th May 2002. The Highway Amateur Radio Club members 
offers condolences to his family and friends. 

   

WHAT INSPIRED ME TO BECOME A RADIO HAM 

Ramblings of remembrances of Radio – by ZS5IAN 

  

I have just finished having a QSO with ZS5TUB (aka ZS5CQD for those fortunate enough to read CW), 
and in that QSO he mentioned having asked the club members to write down how they got into amateur 
radio. Now I don’t remember Tubby’s request, but have decided to put pen to paper right away and write 
down my travels into the world of ham radio. 

I was brought up in Blackrock, an area south of Dublin in Ireland. I was born in 1946 and was brought up 
in a house with many commercial radio sets. My father obviously liked to listen to the radio and he had 
bought many radios over the years. Pride of place was given to a large radiogram which was about the 
size of an average size desk. On opening the lid, which was a lovely knurled French walnut lined with 
brown felt, ones eyes were struck by the 78 rpm record player on the left hand side. This was automatic 
and one could load up to 10 records onto the player to be loaded automatically when the previous one 
was finished. Of course, you had to remember to change the needle after 10 records had been played.  I 
can still see the two tins of His Masters Voice needles on the side of the player. One was for gold 
needles which lasted 10 records and the other was for silver needles which only lasted for one record.  
The automatic loading system was in theory all fine and dandy until you played a record that did not 
have a serrated ridge running on the outside of the label. That was when you got slippage……… well 
you can imagine the “music” that came out of the speaker.  (ZS5RON will be feeling quite sick by now) 

But I digress….. the other side of this desk-sized radiogram had a series of buttons. The aforesaid 
radiogram, ON/OFF, Long wave, Medium wave, and three buttons for short wave. Well Long wave was 
boring – all you heard was the BBC Light program on 1,500 meters. Medium wave had the local Radio 
Eireann – that was mostly very Irish – not for a young chap like me, and also had the BBC Home 
Service – well if you have never listened to the Goon Show, Beyond our Ken, Around the Horn, then you 
have not listened to Commercial Radio! Of course there was the very famous Radio Luxembourg that 
was received after about 8 pm on a dark evening. They broadcast pop music until the wee hours of the 
morning. Their top twenty broadcast from 10pm until 12 pm on a Saturday night was THE definitive 
OFFICIAL top twenty hits of the past week. That was great! I would be letting the Irish side down if I did 
not mention Radio Caroline – started by a young chap from Tallaght outside of Dublin. That was a 
“Pirate” radio station broadcasting pop music 24 hours a day from a ship in the Irish Sea. It was more 
than 3 miles off the Irish coast and the British Coast, so no authority could close them down. Later the 
ship was joined by Radio Caroline 2. 
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But the other three buttons?  When one of them was pressed, the dial would light up with such names 
as Halverson, Moscow, China, and lots of countries that brought alive a  young lads imagination. 
Turning the dial slowly you could hear different languages accompanied by hisses and squeaks etc. 
Listening to that must have been the seed in my mind for the Short-wave Listener that I was to become 
many years later. 

Unfortunately, those 6 buttons were to spell the end of that radiogram. One day it would not switch on. I 
just kept hitting those buttons at random waiting for something to happen. And it did!  Smoke started 
billowing out of the cabinet. I shouted for my dad, and between the two of us we dragged it out into the 
front garden. It never saw the light of day again. Now, as I think back on that radio gram, the aerial was 
just a long piece of wire curled up lying at the bottom of the cabinet – and yet we could tune into all 
those foreign stations.  It was a blessing in disguise for it though – my family had got tired of me playing 
my two 45 rpm records at the 78 speed whilst holding my hand against the turntable to reduce the 
speed to around 45 rpm. To this day, if I hear el Paso by Marty Robbins or Poor me by Adam Faith I 
cringe when I think how I murdered their 

hit singles! Next day my dad came home with a new record player that played all the new fangled 
speeds as well as 78. 

                                                                                                                                      To be continued  
next month…………. 

  

WE'RE OFF ON A JOLLY BY STEAM TRAIN 

Janet (ZS5JAN) advised “Hotline” that she has arranged a fun ride by steam train from Kloof to 
Inchanga and return,  on Sunday 30th June 2002.

The itinerary will be:-

11.00  Assemble at Kloof station pub (known as Stokers) to partake of refreshments and perhaps a light 
lunch  (your own choice and expense)

12.30  The train departs for Inchanga. A coach set accommodating 38 persons has been reserved, 
however there will be accommodation in other carriages should there be more of us. Early bookings will 
ensure a seat  in the reserved carriage.

13.15  Arrive at Inchanga. Browse around a craft market and perhaps pick up a boere-roll for lunch . 
Braai facilities may be available but to be on the safe side it is suggested that one takes along a picnic 
lunch.

14.15  Train departs Inchanga meandering through the scenic hills and valleys  and arriving back at 
Kloos ststion at approximately 16.00 hours
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The price will be:-  Adults   R55.00, :  Pensioners  R45.00   :  Children   R35.00 

Friends and family are welcome

Booking is essential so please contact Janet as soon as possible .
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