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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - MAY 2002

NOT SO WELL 

Derek (ZS5VE) suffered a heart attack on the 8th May, and was admitted to the St Augustines Intensive Care Unit . Thankfully under the  hands and expertise  of the medical specialists he is now out of trouble and recovering favourably.

Derek was heard on the air on the 14th  he was enjoying a comfortable ride home in the passenger seat of his mobile with Pam at the wheel and he was taking in the scenery not normally seen as a driver.  Take it easy Derek

 

Ironically this article on self CPR originated in the United Kingdom and has been circulated by e.mail reaching my mailbox on the 15th May 2002.  For what it’s worth….Editor 

 “Let's say it's 6:15 p.m. and you're driving home (alone of course)  after an usually hard day on the job. You're really tired, upset and  frustrated.  Suddenly you start experiencing severe pain in your chest that starts to  radiate out into your arm and up into your jaw. You are only about five  miles from the nearest hospital nearest your home, unfortunately you  don't know if you'll be able to make it that far. What can you do? 

 
You've been trained in CPR but the guy that taught the course neglected  to tell you how to perform it on yourself  

HOW TO SURVIVE A HEART ATTACK  WHEN ALONE. 
 
Since many people are alone when they suffer a heart attack, this  article seemed in order. Without help, the person whose heart stops  beating properly and who begins to feel faint, has only about  10 seconds left before losing consciousness. However, these victims can  help themselves by coughing repeatedly and very vigorously. A deep  breath should be taken before each cough, and the cough must be deep and  prolonged, as when producing sputum from deep inside the chest. A  breath and a cough must be repeated about every two seconds without let  up until help arrives, or until the heart is to be beating normally  again. Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and coughing movements  squeeze the heart and keep the blood circulating. The squeezing  pressure on the heart also helps it regain normal rhythm. In 
this way,  heart attack victims 

 Can get to a hospital.   Tell as many other it could save their lives! “ 

From Health Cares,  Rochester General Hospital via Chapter 240's newsletter AND THE BEAT GOES ON...(reprint form the Mended Hearts, Inc. publication, Heart Response) 

  

THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE 

1.  You believe in Santa Claus                    2.  You don’t believe in Santa Claus 

3.  You are Santa Claus                              4.   You look like Santa Claus. 

  

CLUB AWARDS 

It’s that time of the year when one has to consider what they have achieved in the last twelve months and whether such achievement warrants a club award. If you, or anyone that you may know of,  fulfills the criteria for the awards listed below or merits recognition for outstanding service to the Club or Ham Radio, please  drop the Awards Manager an e.mail (philbea@bean.co.za) or telephone him on (031) 202-8807 detailing particulars for checking, adjudication and submission to the Judges for final verification.

The closing date for entries will be 30 June 2002

TROPHIES ARE. 

DX/SSB 

1.  Display a decided interest in DX communications 

2.  Have made contact with at least 200 DX  stations in the past 12 months. 

3.  Have QSL cards confirming at least 50 of the above contacts. 

4.  Have worked at least 20 individual countries in the past 12 months. 

5.  A placing in any of the local or international HF contests. 

DX/CW.

1.  Show a keen interest in CW communications. 

2.  Have made contact with 75 or more DX stations in the past 12 months. 

3.  Have received QSL cards confirming at least 25 of the above contacts. 

4.  Have worked at least 5 individual countries in the past 12 months. 

5.  A placing in any of the local or international HF contests. 

VHF/UHF 

1.  Assisting with repeater repairs. 

2.  Direction Finding assisting in locating local interference on the repeater frequencies. 

3.  Detecting strange phenomena such as DX openings and determining possible reasons therefore. 

4.  Using the laid down protocol and direction finding of the source of pirate communications and reporting to a committee member for further action.  (See Highway Hotline for May 1998). 

5.  Antenna building. 

6.  A placing in contests. 

SATELLITE.

1.  Have made contact with at least 75 stations via satellites in the past 12 months. 

2.  Have received QSL cards for at  least 25 countries worked in the past 12 months. 

3.  Have made contact with MIR or any other manned satellite space station or shuttle in the past 12 months. 

Note a certified copy of the relevant log entries must support submissions for consideration of the above awards 

CONSTRUCTORS. 

This trophy is for the purpose of encouraging the building of amateur radio related projects.

1.  The project must not be built from specially prepared kits. 

2.  Circuit diagrams/technical drawings and documentation prepared by the constructor must be submitted with the project and must be demonstrated at the club meeting. 

3.  The project must have been completed in the past 12 months. 

HAM SPIRIT TROPHY 

This award will be made by the Club Committee based on the performance of any individual club member in terms of his fellow club members or service rendered to Ham Radio in the past 12 months.

CERTIFICATES 

Various certificates will be awarded for achievements as decided by the Committee.

  

NOTE:-  The judge’s decision shall be final and no correspondence or argument shall be entered into. 

  

  

DIARY 

May 2002 

21 @ 19.30 - Monthly Club Meeting : Westville Civic Centre

23 - Radio Amateur Examinations

25/26 - CQ  WPX  CW  Contest (see www.cq-amateur radio.com)

26 @ 11.30 - Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club : Bring/Braai & AGM : Venue Cinder City Shell Hole : Umtentwini         Visitors are welcome to attend.

25 @ 13.30 - Swop Shop : Westville Civic Centre : Car Park

31 - Special Events Station ZS100ABW : Spioenkop

June 2002 

 06 @ 19.30 - Technical Evening : Westville Clubhouse

11 @ 19.30 - Committee Meeting : Westville Clubhouse

15-16 - All Asian DX CW Contest (see www.jarl.or.jp/index.html)

18 @ 19.30 - Monthly Club Meeting and Quiz : Westville Clubhouse

29 @ 13.30 - Swop Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

30 - Closing date for club awards entries    (See pages 4/5 of the May  2002 issue of “Hotline for  details)   

  

Nets on the 145.600/145.625Mhz  Repeaters 

Mondays @ 19.30 - Morse Code Interest group discussions by ZS5TUB)

Tuesdays @ 19.30 - Y.L’s net.  with Heather (ZS5MN))

Wednesdays @ 19.30 - Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)

Thursdays @ 19.30 - Technical Net/Problem Corner  by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Fridays @ 19.30 - Informal Net : “Have your say”  by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Saturdays @ 19.30 - Bruce’s HARC Newsline :

Sundays @ 19.15+/- - Tubby’s (ZS5TUB) chat show       

  

BULLETIN PRESENTERS 

May 2002 

19 - Bruce - ZS5BR - (031)  261-5851

26 - Ron - ZS5RON - (031)  266-8623

June 2002 

02 - Tony - ZS5ACB - (031)  464-6137

09 - Tubby - ZS5TUB - (031)  903-6708

16 - Gary - ZS5NK - (031)  701-0109

23 - Ian - ZS5IAN - (031)  701-9792

30 - Justin - ZS5KT - (031)  564-7230

  

BIRTHDAY BOOK 

May 2002  

19 - Tony Ashton-Smith - ZR5AS   (Overseas)

28 - Lee-Anne Cohen - Spouse of Rob (ZS5LA)
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June 2002 

01 - Carin du Pont - Daughter of Charly (ZS5DU)

02 - Peter van Puttkammer - ZS5AM

02 - Tarryn Holliday - ZR5TA

03 - Andrew Trezona - Son of Dave (ZS4DT) & Carolyn

03 - Kobus Smit - ZR5TZ

05 - June Worthington - Spouse of Ray (ZS5BM)

14 - Dawn Gould - Spouse of Garnett (ZS5ZT)

16 - Maria Taylor - Spouse of Bruce (ZS5BR)

19 - Joan Wheeler - Mother of Garth (ZS5GMW)

20 - Tyrone Ferguson - ZS5TT

22 - Les Watts - ZS5LW

22 - Brian Booth - ZS5BSB

  

  

TUBBY'S CORNER 

                                       IT HAPPENED IN JUNE. 

JUNE 

  1.. Worlds first public telephone – Yale Bank Building Connecticut, USA – 1880

  1.. Television licences are first issued in Britain – 1942

  2.. Marconi takes out first patent for a Wireless Telegraphy Apparatus – 1896

  3.. First Bikini bathing suit goes on sale in Paris – 1946

  6.. First drive-in movie open, Canden, New Jersey, USA – 1933

  9.. Donald Duck is “Born” in the Wise Little Hen – 1934

11.. Three cars crash at the le Mans race and plough into the spectators grandstand

        killing 80 – 1955

14.. First non-stop crossing of the North Atlantic by Alcock and Brown in a Vickers

       Vimy 16 hrs 27 mins – 1919

14.. Death of John Logie Beard, inventor of the TV – 1946

15.. Charles Goodyear patents vulcanising rubber in the USA – 1844

16.. Death of Verna von Braun, rocket pioneer, V1, V2, & NASA – 1977

16.. Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first woman is space – 1963

18.. Sally Ride becomes the first US woman in space – 1983

18.. The first life insurance policy is issued, London – 1583

20.. The invention of a wireless telephone for cars is demonstrated in Germany – 1925

22.. Durban, first electric light was switched on – 1897

23.. First sale of sugar in Natal – 1855

25.. Marie Currie announced the discovery of radium – 1903

27.. USSR, first nuclear power station is opened at Obninsk – 1954

30.. The comic hero Superman made his appearance in the USA – 1938

  

No. 11  From  Radio ZS May 1992 

When the column was started a year ago, it was stated that the writer did not intend to start sounding like a series of lectures. However, opinions received by mail and on-air comments have indicated that a new perspective would be welcome. 

With the view to clarify certain practices, abbreviations, symbols and characters, it will become the writer’s subject with each ensuing article to explain some of these. 

It seems logical to start with the process of tuning up. Always try to establish the nature of the activity on the band before even putting on your carrier on the air. It is often heard that stations tune up with a prolonged and disruptive signal in the midst of an on-going QSO, or near to or right on top of a much sort after DX station who is working his way through a massive pile-up, which was requested to stand off maybe 1 to 10 kHz. 

Once a clear spot has been selected and tuning completed, identify yourself immediately by making your callsign to indicate that you have finished tuning-up. Listen whether you have not caused any disruption and when you are sure that it is safe to do so, make your call. 

General Call 

Let us assume that you are making a general call. This should always consist of CQ (preferably only 3 times), the service abbreviation DE and your callsign (in balance with the number of CQs you sent) and then an indication of what you are looking for, e.g. QSX DX or local, or QSX ZS or QSX EU (if you only want European contacts). The wrong way is to send CQ twenty or thirty times followed by DE ZS4XYX, DE ZS4XYZ, DE ZS4XYZ, followed by nothing. 

The service abbreviation DE is never repeated even though the callsign may be sent a few times. If a particular station is going to appear instead of the general call symbol (CQ), the specific call symbol (CP) is used thus: CP ZS4XYZ ZS4XYZ ZS4XYZ DE ZS4XJ ZS4XJ ZS4XJ QTX 1100 Z AR K (or some such). This means that ZS4XJ does not invite a response from anyone else, except (and only) ZS4XYZ – “QTX” indicating that ZS4XJ’s station will remain on the air to communicate with ZS4XYZ until 1100 GMT. ONLY when a specific call has been made, should the transmission be ended by AR K, a general call is ended by AR, except in the one case which is beyond the scope of this article. 

A general call is never preceded by the commencement symbol (CT), the latter is used only to precede the start of an actual message format and nowhere else. 

Procedure at first glance seems extravagant but, if used correctly, there could never be doubling, confusion and chaos. Working on a well run and controlled net would be virtually impossible without strict procedures. Carried over into any other modes of operation they will stand you in good stead. 

Cheers, enjoy your WT. 

  

 A LITTLE HUMOUR 

I was driving with my three young children one summer evening when a woman in the convertible ahead stood up and waved. She was nude! As I was reeling from the shock, I heard my five year old shout from the back seat: “Mom! That lady isn’t wearing her seat belt . 

  

HAMNET CONTEST/OPEN DAY 

Sunday 14 April 2002

Keith ZS5WFD had suggested that rather than just have the contest in the afternoon (Hamnet 40m simulated emergency contest) we take this opportunity and have an open day in which to promote our hobby and display some of the equipment we use. The venue chosen was Pineville Junction, situated in Stapleton Road Pinetown. 

We were allocated a stage area adjoining the one of the buildings. This proved to be a very wise choice as the stage offered plenty of room on which to display the many exhibits. The Supervisor Don, had arranged trestle tables and chairs for us and most importantly access to an ac outlet. 

Tubby, ZS5TUB brought along a mixture of old receivers, transmitters, old military radios and some old valve test equipment. Keith ZS5WFD brought along some of the equipment from the club’s museum, a field telephone, man-pack military radios and old test equipment. Martin ZS5M, brought along his two very old and immaculate crystal (cat’s whisker) receivers. 

Tubby and Keith arrived at 9.30 am and set about erecting an antenna (a G5RV) and arranging the displays. While all this activity was going on Tubby went about getting his  Heathkit SB 102 warmed up. When ready he fired up the rig and went on the air operating on CW. His first of many contacts was that of OM Bert ZS5UR. The sound of the Morse code attracted the passes by who were curious as to find out who and what was making these beeping sounds. Many of them were quite intrigued to hear that we still used this mode of communication. 

We were visited by quite a few hams during the course of the day, and I hope that I have not left anyone out. They were: Martin ZS5M, Dave ZR5CW, Eric ZS5EWM, Derek ZS5VE, Gary ZS5NK, Tony ZS5GR, Edwin ZS5BBO, Janet ZS5JAN, Angus ZS5GV, Ian ZS5IAN, Robert ZR5RHS, Peter ZS5PJ, Lawry ZS5HV 

In addition to the display on the stage, Keith set up his station and displayed his Hamnet equipment, and together with Dave ZR5CW’s  vehicle which is also fitted out for emergency communications, made an impressive display.  Bruce Mitchell very kindly brought along Corcom 1, the Disaster Management’s emergency communications mobile station, a very comprehensively fitted out VW Microbus. 

Just before 2 pm Tubby had to reluctantly hand over the antenna to Keith to enable him to take part in the contest (2 pm to 4 pm). The old Hammarlund receiver was fired up and we were able to hear the contest on then air. Tubby then tuned in to a BBC broadcast station and those on the stage were entertained with good quality audio and enjoyable music. A wire antenna had been strung up in the rafters of the stage. 

Keith operated the Hamnet station ZS5DCC throughout the contest and made some 30 contacts. The band unfortunately was not at its best but nevertheless it was a great success. The display on the stage was dismantled at about 3.45 pm and we went over to give some Keith some support. When the contest was over those who remained assisted Keith to take down the antenna and to help him pack away his equipment. All in all a very productive and rewarding day. Although we had not had the numbers of public that we had hoped for, we nevertheless all left feeling very satisfied with our efforts and the contribution that we had made in promoting ham radio in general and Highway Amateur Radio Club in particular. 

Tubby ZS5TUB 

  

SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS 

FEEDBACK FROM THE S.A.R.L. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

A record marathon AGM took place with business matters lasting until close on 16h00.  Keith, via H.F from division 6 reported on various  aspects of the meeting in the Sunday  bulletin of the 21st April

1.  FINANCE

The good news was that it was decided to reduce the annual subscriptions from R250 to R220 for ordinary members and R180 for pensioner members. The reduction in fees does not come without a concerted effort having to be made by each and every one of us to increase membership from a current 1092 to 1350 otherwise the league will find themselves in serious financial trouble. Furthermore in an effort to attract new members the entrance fee has been abolished.

The cost of the RAE to students was considered to be high and will be looked into by Councillor Bill Norval (ZS5KD)

Measures would be taken, including  withdrawing from the  IARU. in order to curb expenditure. This would result in  a saving of close on R18,000.  This does not preclude the SARL from rejoining at anytime in the future without penalty

2.   RADIO ZS

After a lengthy debate whether to abolish or downgrade the magazine it was decided to continue the publication in its present form and will be funded from members annual subscriptions and adverts. Consideration will be given to  publishing  it electronically as well.

3.   CLUB VOTING 

All the suggestions regarding the voting procedures by clubs on a points system etc. was withdrawn after debate.

4.   AWARDS TO HIGHWAY CLUB MEMBERS 

 SIEMEN’S AMATEUR OF THE YEAR AWARD

This prestigious award will be presented  to  Brad Phillips ZS5BP at a special  function  in May 2002.  It is for his achievement in being a first on the Africa  continent to develop, set up the computer and radio equipment and introduce  IRLP  communications.

S.A.R.L. SILENT KEY MEMORIAL TROPHY  :  SSB contest 

A certificate for 3rd place in the contest was awarded to Gary Potgieter (ZS5NK)

HAMNET   40 METER SIMULATED EMERGENCY CONTEST AWARD

Willie Axford  (ZS5WI) achieved 1st position in the category Single Operator Base Station   and  3rd place in the category Single Operator,  Stationary/ Mobile,  went  to Derek  Mc Gillewie  (ZS5VE), 

 5.   OFFICE BEARERS APPOINTED

Syd Tyler (ZS6AYC) was appointed Chairman with Dennis Green (ZS5BS) as vice president. Bill Noeval (ZS5KD) retained the portfolio of  Secretary/Treasurer

Francois Botha (ZS6BUU) and Karl Carnitz (ZS1KC) have been newly elected to Council.

There will be a re-allocation of councillor portfolios which will be announced in the next issue of Radio ZS

  

CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE 

The Chairman has agreed  that there will be no increase in the Clubs annual subs for 2002/2003 which is  due in little over a months time, that‘s at the end of June,   This decision along with the reduced subs for membership of the SARL is an incentive for non League members to consider joining or re-joining the SARL

Members subs will remain at R75.00 and Family Members at R15.00 . 

Associate/Social Members will be determined by the Committee

Cheques and cash will be gladly accepted by the Treasurer at the monthly meetings, or if preferred, cheques can be sent to P.O. Box 779, New Germany 3620, or payment can be made to the Clubs Standard Bank Account # 250335824  code # 04562641 A copy of the deposit slip to be sent to the Treasurer. Regrettably credit cards are not acceptable.

In order to vote at the forthcoming AGM, members must have paid their 2002/2003 subs. Members who have not paid by the 30 September 2002 will be regarded as resigned in terms of the constitution and deleted from the database on the 1st October 2002

The definition  of members contained in the Constitution are:- 

Full Member : Must hold permission to install and operate an amateur radio station

Family Member : A licenced person who resides at the same address as the full member.

Associate/Student Member :  Have an interest in radio & electronics : Has no voting rights
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BITS AND BOBS 

1. Packet Sysop Dave (ZS5DRM) advises that Packet communications is up and running

2.  Brad (ZS5WT) visited the Alverstone repeater site on Saturday 27th April  to conduct tests which has revealed that the source of the interference to our repeaters is coming from nearby industrial concerns.  ICASA is taking action against the offenders

3.  Tony Ashton-Smith (ZR5AS), at present resident in the U.K., sends his  best regards  to all members of the club.  In a more recent e.mail he has indicated that he will be returning to South Africa in June 2002.

4.  Good news for Linda Smit. She wrote the Radio Amateur Examination some time ago but was advised that she hadn’t made the enhanced minimum pass rate, however, in applying to write the forthcoming examination was advised that in fact the new pass rate had not been ratified by the authority and that she had indeed passed in terms of the old pass rate. She has been issued the callsign ZR5AJS. Congratulations Linda.

5.  Roger (ZS1J) advises that the 3586Khz beacon (callsign ZS1J is back on the air using 200mW of power but will be reduced to 100mW shortly. The 1817Khz and the 10125Khz beacons will also be operation shortly with the lower output of 100 milliwatts. These beacons are located in the Plettenburg Bay area

6.   Users of IRLP to please take note of the revised operating instructions on page  15 of this newsletter 

7.  The Highway Amateur Radio Club is soon be listed in  “Metro Beat & What's On magazines.”

8.   The UHF link between the 145.625 and 145.600 Mhz. repeaters is faulty. The Ridge Road and Algrove UHF repeaters are also faulty. They  will be attended to as soon as the opportunity arises. The PMB UHF repeater might be re-sited.

9.The Technical Meeting: in June will concentrate on the construction  of a “patch panel' project, All interested to please contact  Eric ZS5EWM.

  

UPDATING THE CLUB'S CONSTITUTION 

The H.A.R.C. constitution is in need of updating, but can only be done at a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose. If anyone has any suggestions please let Phil (ZS5RJ) know in writing giving reasons for changes, additions or deletions and all requirements will be laid before the committee in order to arrange such an S.G..M. in the near future. A copy of the constitution accompanies this newsletter. 

  

I.R.L.P COMMUNICATION 

Date: 12 April 2002

IRLP - International Net

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The IRLP International Net is held every second Sunday Evening (North America). There can be anywhere from a handful of nodes to 25 nodes on the reflector for the net. The nets are run from an alternating Central Net Control (CNC) station. Each node will have a local Regional Net Control (RNC) on frequency to call for their respective areas. The purpose of the net is to promote the Internet Radio Linking Project and fellowship among users of the system.

The format of the net is basically as follows:

  1.. Regional Net Control stations, before putting their node on the reflector, will take a list of pre-check ins from their local area. This saves time during the main net.

  2.. The CNC begins the "pre-check in" session for Regional Net Control stations to check in approximately 15 minutes before the actual net begins.

  3.. At the beginning of the net, the CNC will read a preamble.

  4.. When check ins begin, the CNC will choose a starting point in North America or abroad, as the case may be and call upon the RNC for that node to take control and call for the area.

  5.. The RNC will first go through the list that he/she took before the pre-check and run through the list. After the list, a general call may be made for any others missed.

  6.. Once all areas have been covered, the CNC will close the net and leave it up to node owner/Regional Control to turn down the node at their discretion. There are usually a few good QSO's afterwards so don't be too quick on the buttons!

All comments regarding the net or any other information or comments that might be of interest to other hams on the net are certainly welcome when stations check in. It makes the net more interesting. A couple of things to remember when checking into the net:

  

1. ALWAYS key your mic for at least one full second before speaking. This will ensure your transmission is heard over the entire network.

2.. Relaying a check in is not as effective on the IRLP system as it would be on a conventional 2M net or HF net. Please leave it up to the RNC/CNC to do the relays if possible. There may be situations where a check in will be missed due to reflector behavior. This will be a fact of life.

3.. As above, the same applies for breaks. If you must break the net, state your callsign with phonetics. Quick transmissions will not likely be heard, depending upon what node has control of the reflector. Please be patient and wait a couple minutes as one of the RNC or CNC stations may have heard your call but may not be able to acknowledge you right away.

Also, during the nets the RNC and CNC stations usually connect to the IRLP Chat Room to exchange behind the scene information, audio reports and anything else pertaining to the net. Everyone is welcome to join in there as well.

  

NET PROCEDURES:   Download Here (PDF, Requires Acrobat Reader)

  

NET SCHEDULE:  Download Here (PDF, Requires Acrobat Reader)

  

NET PREAMBLE : Download Here (PDF, Requires Acrobat Reader)

  

CENTRAL NET CONTROL STATIONS:

Devon Racicot        VE5DWR          Saskatoon, SK

Paul Webster          VO1HC             St. John's, NF

Bryan Taylor           VO1MXZ         Grand Falls-Windsor, NF

Nate Duehr             WY0X               Denver, CO

Derek Bereza          VE5SD             Saskatoon, SK

Terry Green            VE3NSV           Kitchener, ON

  

If there are any other questions regarding the net, please forward them to questions@irlp.net.  If you are interested in becoming a Central Net Control station, please email ve5sd@shaw.ca   and you will be worked into the schedule somewhere down the way and receive a net script.   If you are interested in becoming a Regional Net Control station, please contact your local club/node sponsor.

Rev. 2002-03-24

  

REVISED OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS FOR I.R.L.P. COMMUNICATIONS 

New 4 digit node policy 

1. Here is how the 4 digit code will work. 

(a)   They are being implemented slowly during the week ended  the18th May hence by the time you receive this notification the change will have been completed. 

(b)   Existing nodes will maintain their node numbers, with an added zero (node 100 becomes node eg.  1000) There will be no switching of existing node numbers unless nodes are not currently classified into the right area (ie 100 West Canada, 200 East Canada etc) 

(c)   Instead of using the node number +1 to switch off the node a standard code will be set at 73. 

2.  The dialling instructions are as follows:- 

(a)   To dial a node enter the new 4 digit node number ( example 1000 to call Vancouver) 

(b)   To disconnect enter the code 73,. 

 c)    This maintains a minimum call length of 4 digits, so many controllers will not have to be changed.

                  Submitted by Brad Phillips (ZS5BP) for publicalion in the Highway Hotline 

   

FROM AROUND THE CLUBS. 

A recent poll  conducted by the Sandton Club was targeted at its members. The outcome was as follows: 
62 questionnaires were sent and 42 replies received resulting in a 68% poll. This was an excellent response. One does however wonder what happened to the 20 that did not reply, given that it took no longer than 90 seconds to complete the poll? 
Members were asked to comment on the following. 

a) Do you listen to the HQ bulletin broadcast on Sunday mornings or any repeat or retransmission thereof. 

Regularly 3 = 7% 
Fairly regularly 8 = 19% 
Seldom 9 = 21% 
Never 22 = 53% 

A significant number of respondents indicated that they do not listen to the HQ bulletin as they read the e-mail or packet version. It was assumed that a significant number of people are exposed to this bulletin in some form or another. 
b) Do you listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International? 

Regularly 1 = 2% 
Fairly regularly 4 = 10% 
Seldom 12 = 28% 
Never 25 = 60% 

On the surface it seems that this program is not well supported - but looked at from a different angle one can say that 36% of the respondents listen to it from time to time. 

c) Do you listen to Intecnet? 

Regularly 4 = 9% 
Fairly regularly 3 = 7% 
Seldom 13 = 31% 
Never 22 = 53% 

As above with 46% listening from time to time. 
d) Do you listen to the Presidents Net? 

Regularly 0 = 0% 
Fairly regularly 1 = 3% 
Seldom 7 = 18% 
Never 31 = 80% 

  

A similar poll has been designed and distributed to the members of our club  who attended the latest meeting  and has also been included with this issue of  “Hotline” for the benefit of members who were not present.

I appeal to one and all to spare a few moments to complete the poll and return it to me by any means listed on the poll form. Your co-operation will be appreciated.

The closing date  will be the 10th June 2002 . The source of the information will be treated as totally confidential. Only the statistical results will be published  in the next issue of “HOTLINE”

  

HAM-ADS 

FOR SALE 

Miscellaneous Whip Antennae.                         : ½ Wave ‘Square Oscillator’. 

Mobile All band HF Whip (‘T whip’) with ball, spring and tow hitch bracket.

2 x Small pole wall mount brackets.                  : A variety of square white plastic ducting.

A variety of coax including some heavy duty.   : 10 Amp home brew  power supply.  

4 x Storno VHF radios – fully crystalled for local repeaters.

2 x Pye Europa UHF radios.                                 

4 x CB Radios.                                                   : Hand Held Genius scanner

2 x 486 PC’s.                                                      : New Mini Tower Case

Epson LX300 printer                                          :  3 x 110V UPS units

CD Rom and sound card

JVC Car CD/Radio with 30 Wall Alpine Booster and 2 x 6 x 9 speakers (New).

MNET Decoder.

3 x Component Drawer Racks.                           : 3 x Component Tray Boxes.
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Wireless burglar alarm system with remote controls.

                 

Fish tank and accessories                                    :  2 x Full Face Motor cycle Helmets        Pair of size 10 Ice Skates                                    :  Speedo Cruise

Nokia 2110 car kit                                           

Trailer with flat bed and detachable bin – very sturdy — R 2000

Suzuki GSX 1100 ES Motor Cycle  1983 model         — R8 000

Gypsey Sprite Caravan 1993 model      R 28 000– fully kitted and including alarm, chairs, tables, awning and side tent, spare wheel, fire extinguisher, all crockery and cutlery. Excellent condition.

  

Contact Ronelle (ZS5ROE)  : Telephone  Cell        083  661-2793

                                                                   Home   (031) 701-1683  

  

WANTED

1.  Manual for the MFJ  (model 989C ) 3 kilowatt Antenna Tuner Unit

2.  One of the following 70cm transceivers Kenwood TM 461A, TM 9707A, TM V7A

     Icom   IC 475H

 Contact :  Leo  (ZR5JG), telephone 031 767-0094.
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