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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - APRIL 2002

BITS AND BOBS

1.  The good news for Packet users was that Dave (ZS5DRM) had taken over all the functions of 
Sysop from Bruce (ZS5BR) who is at the moment hard pressed with many other ham related projects. 
The not so good news is that due to technical difficulties with computer equipment, the system is not 
up and running as yet but Bruce (ZS5BR) does assure us that he is working on it.

2.  In the March issue of Hotline it was announced that Tubby (ZS5TUB) and Ron (ZS5RON) had been 
appointed as CW examiners to replace Martin (ZS5M) and Bert (ZS5LB). It has subsequently been 
established that these appointments have yet to be  ratified by ICASA. A further announcement will 
follow.

3.  The use of the Telkom area telephone codes is mandatory, however we understand that the final 
introductory date has been extended to the 8th May 2002. .

4.   It is understood that, due to interference from various sources such as factory laminating  
machines etc., it has now been decided to implement the CTCSS tone of 88.5 hertz to open the 
145.600 Mhz   repeater commencing some time in May 2002. Announcements will be made in  future 
Sunday bulletins

5.   Kay Munro (ZS5RI) a long standing member of the South Coast Branch/Hibiscus Coast Club has 
recently taken up residence at the OUTSPAN retirement home in Umbilo Road. She can be contacted 
on telephone (031) 205-1327  (ext 255). We trust that your stay will be a happy one.

 

GREETINGS FROM AMATEURS ABROAD

Greetings and salutations to the Highway Club members from the following friends abroad:-

Greg (ZS5K)     via Eric (ZS5EWM)                   Mel  (ZS5MF)  via John (ZS5JF)                     Eric  
(ZS5ZR) or (G0VDJ)      via Phil  (ZS5RJ) 

 

A LITTLE BIT OF HUMOUR

O’Leary’s wife awoke in the small hours to hear him stealthily moving things about in the kitchen.
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“What might you be lookin’ for?” she asked

“Nothing,” said O’Leary, “just nothing.”

“Then ye’ll find it in the bottle where the whisky used to be.”

 

SPECIAL EVENTS STATION  ZS100 ABW

The Midlands Amateur Radio Club will be operating another in the series of special  event stations 
during the week end of the 3rd, 4th and 5th May 2002 to commemorate the roles played by the British, 
Boers and brave Zulus during the Anglo Boer SA War of 1899 – 1902. 

There will be two separate stations operating, mainly on phone, from Lancaster Hill in  Vryheid in 
KwaZulu/Natal  South Africa,  starting at approximately 16h00 SAST on the Friday and closing down 
early on Sunday morning when a remembrance service will be held in recognition of those who lost 
their lives  in the battle of Holkrans.

Another Special events station will operate from the 31st May 2002 from Spioenkop, scene of one of 
the bloodiest battles fought to relieve Ladysmith in that era.

The preferred bands will be 20m and 40m, (and additionally 80m during the evenings), depending on 
conditions.

QSL cards to be sent to the “Midlands Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 100220, Scottsville 3209, South 
Africa or through the Bureau. All contacts will be acknowledged.

Further information on these special events stations can be obtained from Willie Axford (ZS5WI) , 
telephone (035) 474-4667 or e.mail zs5wi@iafrica.com  or alternatively you can write to Errol Wilson or 
the chairman at the above address. Should you wish more information of a historical nature send Sean 
Friend an e.mail  to seanfriend@dorea.co.za

 

CONSTRUCTORS  CORNER

A recent look at some of the budget priced HF transceivers revealed that they were missing a VOX. 
Although most of these budget priced transceivers performed admirably, it would certainly be nice to 
have VOX capability. Figure 1 is a basic VOX circuit which will perform very well once the VOX level is 
set correctly. This circuit is low cost and all parts can be found at your local Radio Shack store.

The circuit in Figure 1 consists of the 1458 IC which is really two 741 op amps in a single package. 
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The first op amp is used to amplify the mike audio. The second op amp is used as a comparator which 
is designed to saturate a switching transistor during periods of moderate mike audio. Capacitor C2 
which holds a small charge when the second op amp goes high, provides the necessary delay before 
unkeying the PTT. Variable resistor R6 sets the desired VOX level and should be adjusted for the 
particular voice or microphone being used.

Using a VOX circuit for the first time will require some practice. Do not use a microphone with 
excessive gain unless you have a very quiet household. It is also a good idea to use headphones, 
since the audio from the transceiver's speaker could key the transceiver.

If you would like to increase the delay time, increase R8 to 10K. If you would like a little less delay, 
decrease C2 to about 22uf.

Make certain that you connect the microphone to both the VOX circuit as well as to the mike input on 
the transceiver. Failure to do so will result in the rig being keyed without any transmitted audio. 
Connect the PTT to collector of Q1 in the circuit.

Parts List

R1  1K Resistor (brown, black, red)
R2,
R4 

 47K Resistor (yellow, violet, orange)

R3  100K Resistor (brown, black, yellow)
R5,
R7 

 33K Resistor (orange, orange, orange)

R6  10K Pot
R8  4.7K Resistor (yellow, violet, red)
R9  2.2K Resistor (red, red, red)
C1  .1 microfarad capacitor (104) 
C2  47 microfarad electrolytic capacitor (observe polarity) 
D1  1N914 or similar diode (observe color band) 
IC-1  Type 1458 dual op amp chip 
Q1  MPS2222A or similar NPN switching transistor
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FOR YOUR DIARY

April 2002

16 - 18.30 - Club’s Monthly Meeting  : Clubhouse : Westville Civic Centre.

20 - SARL AGM. Sentech Conference Centre : Honeydew : Technology Park : Guateng

20/21 - GACW   CW  Dx Contest

27 - 13.30 - Swop Shop : Westville Civic Centre Car Park

May 2002

01 - PUBLIC HOLIDAY  (Workers Day)

02 - 19.30 - Technical Evening : Clubhouse : Westville

03/04/05 - 16.00 SAST - Special events station ZS100ABW operating from Vryheid  to commemorate 
events of the Boer War (see page 4)

04/05 - ARI   Dx Contest    (see www.ari.it)

14 - 19.30 - Committee Meeting : Clubhouse ; Westville
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23 - Radio Amateur Examinations

25 - 12.30 - Monthly Club Meeting and Swop Shop : Westville Civic Centre : Car Park

25/26 - CQ   WPX  CW  Contest (see www.cq-amateur radio.com)

26 - 12.00 - Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club : Bring/Braai & AGM : Venue Cinder City Shell Hole : 
Umtentwini  ……………….  Visitors are welcome to attend.

31 - Special Events Station ZS100ABW : Spioenkop (see page 4)

 

Nets on the 145.600/145.625Mhz  Repeaters

Mondays - 19.30 - Morse Code Interest group discussions by ZS5TUB)

Tuesdays - 19.30 - Y.L’s net.  with Heather (ZS5MN))

Wednesdays - 19.30 - Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)

Thursdays - 19.30 - Technical Net/Problem Corner  by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Fridays - 19.30 - Informal Net : “Have your say”  by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Saturdays - 19.30 - Bruce’s HARC Newsline

Sundays - 19.15 - Tubby’s (ZS5TUB) chat show       

 

 Quotation :-  Everyone has a photographic memory, some just don’t have film.

                                                                                                         Anonymous

  

BULLETIN PRESENTERS

April 2002

21 - Robert - ZS5LA - (031)  709-2960
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28 - Phil - ZS5RJ - (031)  202-8807

 

May 2002

05 - Bill - ZR5DBV  - Cell ?

12 - Lawry - ZS5HV  - (031)  702-8652

19 - Bruce - ZS5BR - (031)  261-5851

26 - Ron - ZS5RON - (031)  266-8623

 

BIRTHDAY BOOK

Hoping all your Birthday dreams and wishes will come true, and only pleasant happy hours will fill this 
day for you   

                                    73’s/88’s    Keith     (ZS5WFD)  

                                                                                                     The Chairman               

April 2002

16 - Dave Trezona - ZS4DT

19 - Tylan Cohen - Son of Rob (ZS5LA) and Leanne.

23 - Gavin Caseley - Son of Norman (ZS5NC) & Pam

 

May 2002    

02 - Gerhard Nel - ZS5GN

03 - Pat Lowes - Spouse of Keith (ZS5WFD)
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04 - Denise Gawler - Spouse of Brian (ZS5JQ)

04 - Marion Phillips - Spouse of Brad (ZS5BP)

06 - Ron Dolton - ZS5SX  (Now in the U.K.)

09 - Heilie Slater - Daughter of Mel/Heila ZS5MF (now in UK)

09 - Deryn Smith - Daughter of Martin (ZS5M) & Gillian 

11 - Phil Unterhorst - ZS5RJ

14 - Raviehand  Woograsen - ????

19 - Tony Ashton-Smith - ZR5AS

28 - Lee-Anne Cohen - Spouse of Rob (ZS5LA)

 

TUBBY’S NOOKY

IT HAPPENED IN THE PAST

MAY

  1.. Ayton Senna dies after crashing at the San Marino GP – 1994

  1.. Durban’s   Green Mamba Bus Service starts – 1955

  1.. Durban – the  electric tram service commences – 1902

  2.. Death of Leonado da Vinci – 1519

  2.. The first scheduled flight of the de Havilland Comet – London to Johannesburg – 1952

  3.. Naval air Battle of the Coral Sea (carrier vs carrier) USA/Japan – 1942

  4.. Natal proclaimed a Britis Colony – 1843

  5.. Alan B Shepard becomes the fiesr American astronaut – 1961
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  6.. Linus Yale patents the Yale Lock – 1851

  7.. The Lusitania is torpedoed at 2.09 pm off the coast of Ireland by German U-boat +- 2000 die – 
1915

  7.. WWII – Unconditional surrender of Germany 2.41 am – 1945

  7.. The Kodak camera goes on sale – inventor, George Eastman – 1888

  8.. VE Day (Victory in Europe) – 1945

  9.. The first flight over the north pole by Cmdr Richard E Byrd in a Fokker – 1926

10.. Durban - the first Turf Club meeting is held – 1844

10.. Nelson Mandela is inaugurated as the new President of South Africa – 1994

12.. Birth of Florence Nightingale – 1820

13.. The RFC (Royal Flying Corps) is established in Britain – 1912

14.. Edward Jenner carried out the first successful vaccination against smallpox – 1796

15.. The world’s first airline stewardess, Ellen Church’s first flight – USA – 1930

16.. The “Dam Busters Raid”  19 Lancaster’s led by Wing Commdr Guy Gibson – 1943

16.. The first official immigrant ship, “The Wanderer” arrived in Durban – 1849

16.. Britain’s first diesel submarine is launched – 1908

17.. The first colour photograph is exhibited at the Royal Institute, London – 1861

20.. The first non-stop solo flight across the North Atlantic by Charles Lindburg in the Spirit of St Louis 
in 33 hrs, a distance of 5,778  in 1927

21.. Delivery of the first Avro Shackleton M.R.3 to the SAAF – 1957

24.. HMS hood sunk by the German Pocket Battle ship Bismarck, only 3 survivors. 1,419 men lost – 
1941

24.. Birth of Gabriel Fahrenheit, Poland – 1686
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26.. The Battle of Jutland (Britain/Germany) 1916

27.. The Bismarck is sunk by HMS King George IV, HMS Rodney & HMS Dorsetshire – 1941

28.. The first Isle of Man TT is won by Rem Fowler on a Peugeot Norton – 1907

29.. Sir Edmond Hillary and Sherper Tenzing Norgay reach the summit of Mount Everest – 1953

30.. Death of Wilbur Wright, Dayton, Ohio in an aircraft accident – 1912

31.. The last Model T rolls off the assembly line, No. 15,007,003 in 1927

31. The White Star liner Titanic is launched – 1911

 

 No. 10  Radio ZS  April 1992

Try this : Enthusiastically call CQ ZS on 40 metres and more often than not you will be surprised 
because, unexpectedly, quick as a flash – nothing happens …

Over the past year or so, since starting this column, it has become (sadly so) abundantly clear that there is just not 
sufficient interest within the ZS call area to warrant any effort to sustain or promote CW. Numerous calls in this 
column, letters to the Editor and by any other means have been made for active support either by written show of 
hands (in response to this column) or by on-the-air appearance. Various support and training schemes have 
sporadically been launched by clubs and associations (such as CWIG), only to have them slowly fade into the silent 
distance. This is, almost (predictably) always due to the now well known lack of response, lack of support and lack of 
interest.

Whenever there happens to be a slight stir to bring CW out of the mothballs due to, for instance, an anniversary by the 
Marconi or Samuel Morse Foundation, etc there are invariably those who, microphone in hand, will tell all on 
frequency how good their CW is or was. Never have considered how good it really could or would be – if only they 
stopped worrying about how they might look (or sound) foolish or loose face among their friends if they had asked 
someone to QRS. So often it is heard that in the good old days, they were capable of 30 or 40 or even 50 wpm on 
receiving, with sending speed to match (and that with a ‘hand pompie” nogal!). Some use their age, others their 
disabilities, as the reason for non-participation, but the truth is that they are scared of failure.

Where there is a will …

Much can be learnt from carefully listening around the bands, local as well as DX stations, CW as well as RT. There 
are MANY operators of 40 years and above, others are severely handicapped and even one completely deaf!. The 
latter reads code of at least (but certainly at) 20 wpm and sends at matching speed by touching the cone of an open 
speaker with his fingertips, which proves that where there is a will, there is a way.

Hams in South Africa have been able to get on the air with increasing ease, and this process will continue until all and 
sundry will find their way from overcrowded bands onto the present hallowed ham bands – already the French 
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authorities unilaterally appointed sections of the amateur frequencies for the exclusive use of non-amateur operators 
for the duration of the Winter Olympics and amateurs have in fact, specifically been warned not to use these 
frequencies. In our own country, Rallies are marshalled on amateur frequencies and not far down the log the RSA will 
be host to Olympic events.

What is happening here? Are these isolated one-off incidents or is it the start of the end, despite fears and warnings 
even by WARC. Decide for yourself – do you intend to become a part of the scrambled egg or do you want to remain 
par of an exclusive fraternity? (Ed. Note: The difference compared to France is that only radio amateurs man the 
communication equipment and the whole purpose of the exercise is to help train our members for emergencies. No 
commercial operators are permitted to do so on the amateur bands!)

Good luck, enjoy your WT (if you feel brave).

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hi Phil ,

                I wonder if you would put this into the next news letter please . I would like to ask assistance 
from my fellow hams ? for radio communications on CB if you do not have we will lend you one ! for 
the hill climbs at Mahogany Ridge . I know that it can become boring if one attends each and every 
meeting so if I could get just some hams to attend one or two meetings per year this would be a big 
help as we need to cover a few spots on the route . It is extremely  interesting to see all the different 
cars in action from home built Lotus to the factory Subaru 4X4  once in a while so please we are trying 
to give a venue to the motor car enthusiast to keep racing off the streets and make it safe , in a safe 
and controlled environment .  So please we need you to help !! thanks for reading this .

                                               The Time Table 

19th May 2002               23rd June 2002            21st July 2002             18th August 2002                       
22nd September 2002                  20th October 2002                 17th November 2002

                                  Times On site 09h30 Finish around 15h00

Many thanks 

Dave ZS5DRM

                     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

Hello Phil
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I wonder whether Tubby's SW knows about the liaison depicted on the cover of the News Letter?

I mean, there's Tubby communicating with the lush dolly on the other side of the world.  Tubby on W/T 
so that his SW can't understand what he is saying, while she uses R/T to reply to Tubby who is 
wearing cans so that the SW can't hear the incoming whisperings of endearment!

Tubby had better mind his Ps & Qs if Big Brother Phil is keeping his beady eye on him!

 

73 Martin ZS5M

 

S.A.R.L. NEWS

The SARL website has a new home. The sponsorship agreement with  Intekom has come to an end, 
and due to changes at Intekom/Telkom  it was decided to move the site to a new service provider.  

Along with the move has come a change of webmaster. Peter Hers ZS6PHD Who started the SARL 
web in 1997 moves on and  it's therefore agood time to hand the SARL web over to Richard Seddon, 
(ZS2CLI) from the Border Amateur Radio Club in the Eastern Cape. Richard works for an Internet 
company and is looking forward to the challenge of maintaining the SARL website. He can be 
contacted by e-mail at zs2cli@qwest.co.za for all enquiries and  ideas concerning the SARL web site.

Members of the SARL have access to additional services, as well as the formal  
minutes and other documents of the SARL. Many overseas amateurs make use of the online callbook, 
which is updated on a weekly basis from the SARL database. 

Our thanks go to Peter for all the assistance and support given to the SARL.and who  has been 
responsible for setting up and maintaining the site to a high standard of professionalism. This has 
ensured that the SARL members enjoyed a great web site.  
Our gratitude and thanks go to Intekom for the sponsorship and for the time that they hosted the web 
site

The change of service provider does not affect the way people access the SARL website, which can 
still be found at www.sarl.org.za. A new set of e-mail addresses have been set up to make best use of 
the SARL.ORG.ZA domain, these provide direct access to portfolios with a e-mail address that will not 
change irrespective of who holds the portfolio. 

Please make note of these new e-mail addresses: 

admin@sarl.org.za this replaces sarl@intekom.co.za. 
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president@sarl.org.za = SARL president. 
armi@sarl.org.za = ARMI compilers and readers. 
radiozs@sarl.org.za = RadioZS Editor. 
news@sarl.org.za = Bulletins. 
secretary@sarl.org.za = SARL secretary. 
qsl@sarl.org.za = QSL Bureau..

   (This article has been edited and shortened due to lack of space ….Editir)

 

ZS6AKV RESIGNS AS COUNCILLOR 

SARL council member Hans van de Groenendaal ZS6AKV resigned as councillor during the week. He 
has resigned to pursue other interests. Hans has already indicated some time ago that he intends 
resigning at the AGM in April, but decided to resign now to facilitate filling his portfolio. 

Hans will of course remain a member of the SARL and will still be responsible for the Intecnets and for 
the weekly Amateur Radio Mirror International.

 

2001 IARU HF CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The results of the 2001 IARU HF Championships held on 14/15 July last year have been published in 
the March 2002 issue of QST. Nine South African call signs appear in the listings with Bernie ZS4TX 
heading the list with 1 283 381 points. Others in the list  are ZS5T, ZS6DDX, ZS1NF, ZS6WR, ZS0E, 
ZS5RON, ZS6SRL and ZS6HO.  
The organisers received 2105 logs from 105 DXCC entities covering  51 IARU zones and representing 
1 150 000 QSO's in 24 hours. The next IARU HF Championships will be held on 13/14 July 2002 
concurrent with World Radiosport Team Championships.

 

GOOD NEWS FOR THE DXCC HUNTERS 

The DXCC desk of the ARRL is now poised for quick application turnaround. 

According to ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG ARRL's DXCC Desk now is 
down to days in terms of application turnaround time. It was not long ago that DXCC hopefuls waited in 
line for more than two months to get their certificates or updates processed. Now, applications are 
taking approximately one week. At one time this past year, they were up to nearly a quarter million 
cards and about 2500 applications. The now much shorter DXCC wait time is primarily to the fact that 
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additional staff members were brought aboard last summer, our winter. 

Mills said the DXCC Desk will begin offering the last of the single-band DXCC awards--for 30 meters. 
An official announcement is pending, but it's expected the new award will debut October 1, 2002. 
Those planning to participate may send cards now to get a leg up on the new award.

 The SARL Development Group have developed a number of kits for Radio Amateur and electronic 
enthusiasts.  Here is a listing of some of the kits and from whom further information can be obtained.

DVN L/C Adaptor

HAMCOMM interface                                                            

MORSE MATE COMPACT KEYER & READER              

MODEMS —–YAM   &  BAYCOM                                     

WEFAX KIT                                                                          

VARIABLE POWER SUPPLY                                            ZS6BAL  tel (011) 782-3737

1.1 BALUN for dipoles and inverted V antennae.                                 “

MICROPHONE AMPLIFIER   High gain                                             “

AIRBAND RECEIVER  (118 –135 Mhz)                                             “

All available at reasonable prices to SARL Members only

Further info —— see website   address www.sarl.org.za

 

SPECIAL EVENTS STATION.

The unique callsign GB50 (yes Golf Bravo fifty) has been issued by the UK Radio Communications 
Agency for a special events station to be established at Windsor Castle  to celebrate the Queens 
jubilee (50th anniversary of her succession to the throne) from 29th May to 9th June 2002> The station 
will be run by Cray Valley Radio Society (CVRS) in association with the Burnham Beeches Radio 
Society (BBRC) and with the support of the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB).

Activity will be on all bands from 3.5 to 50 Mhz on CW, SSB, PSK31 and RTTY. A 144 Mhz station will 
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also be active on CW, SSB and FM..

The organising team hopes to make many QSO’s with radio amateurs   around the world especially the 
British Commonwealth countries. The station will be operated from 07h00 Z to 22h00 Z daily and will 
be equipped to allow simultaneous operation on several bands. ICOM have kindly agreed to provide 
equipment.

The station will be open to the public, so if you should be visiting the U.K during this period, it would be 
great to pay the station a visit at the same time as you visit the Castle.

There is a website up and running on the internet, the address is www.gb50.com. 

The QSL Manager is Owen Cross G4DFI   Cards can be sent via the bureau or direct to him at 28 
Garden Avenue, Bexleyheath, Kent DA7 4LF  England. A special commemorative QSL card is being 
produced for the occasion

 

I.R.L.P.  COMMUNICATIONS

If you have  a UHF transceiver and capable of accessing the Highway Club’s repeater network, you will 
soon be able to work the world . What a wonderful innovation for radio amateurs living in complexes 
and flats and are unable to install large antennae arrays.

Thjis new mode is up and running and being tested. Apart from a few glitches the system should be 
fully operational for general use by the end of April.

Special thanks to Brad (ZS5BP),  Brad (ZS5WT) and to Bruce (ZS5BR).

                                                                                                                               …………………….      
Editor of Hotline

  
IRLP Operating Guidelines Page 
courtesy Kitchener-Waterloo ARC Node 241 & 242 
( updated November 26, 2001)

 
Thanks to Dave Cameron VE7LTD, Amateur Radio is receiving a new breath of life through his 
Internet Radio Linking Project. Many repeaters around the world that were next to empty are now alive 
and well with radio amateurs now speaking with other hams around the world. 
As with any new technology, it does take some time to adopt to operating procedures that differ from 
conventional FM repeater use. This work in progress can serve as a guideline for those wishing to use 
their local IRLP enabled repeater node. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
The following guidelines may differ from those provided by your local node operator. These notes are 
only a guideline and at no time should take precedence over the wishes of your local node sponsor.  

COMMON MODES 
There are two connection modes for an IRLP connection. Direct one-to-one or, one-to-many via a 
Reflector. 

Direct connect is just like it sounds where repeater (node) "A" connects direct with node "B". With this 
type of link the two nodes are interconnected and no other IRLP connections are possible. While 
repeaters "A" and "B" are connected, anyone attempting to connect with either node will be told by a 
recording that - "The node you are calling is currently connected to callsign" however all local traffic on 
each repeater will be heard on the other repeater as well. 

While Direct Connect is preferred for a city to city chat, the most common type of connection in use 
today is via the Denver Reflector (Ref2). A reflector is a Linux computer that is not connected to any 
radio but rather sits on lots of internet bandwidth capable of allowing many repeaters to be inter-
connected together by streaming the received audio back to all other connected stations. At any given 
time there are usually 6 to 10 repeaters around the world interconnected via this Reflector. You can 
always check which stations are connected to the reflector by visiting http://status.irlp.net and looking 
for nodes connected to REF 2. 

REFLECTOR USE 
With reflector use the first thing we must all remember is to leave a gap between transmissions. 
Having said that this is a good time to list the three main rules when connected to a reflector: 
1.. Pause  
2.. Pause  
3.. Pause  

Due to the slight increase in delays created by multiple Tone Squelch radios in the links between the 
repeater and IRLP link radio, a slight change in our normal operating procedures is required with IRLP.  

By leaving a pause between transmissions it .....  
a.. allows users on other nodes a chance to check in.  
b.. allows other nodes time to send touch-tone commands to drop their node.  
The most important guideline to remember is leaving a pause after pressing the PTT button as well as 
between transmissions.  

REFLECTOR ROUND TABLES 
Round tables are conversations involving more than 2 parties. Unlike a net a roundtable requires some 
organization to keep the conversation thread passing in an orderly fashion from party to party. Do not 
become intimidated if a group grows and, if mobile, do not be overly concerned if you are unable to 
remember all or any callsigns. Just try and remember the call and or name of the next station that you 
pass it to. If you are listening and wish to break into a conversation, let a cycle go by so you know the 
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participating station are then announce your callsign during one of the "pauses". You should be 
recognized and then when finished with your transmission be sure to specify who you are turning it 
over to. If you do not specify a station to pick up the connection chaos will result as 2 or more stations 
may try to talk at once. 

ANNOUNCING YOUR PRESENCE 
Announcing you are looking for a QSO or acknowledging someone else's call differs from your local 
repeater were you usually just give your call. With IRLP your transmission is now being heard on many 
repeaters around the world and others may not just be sure what your intentions may be.  

To resolve this it is a good idea to give your callsign (phonetically) along with your name and your QTH 
and state you are monitoring for a call. Many listeners are mobile and may only pick out your prefix, 
your name or possibly just your QTH. 

ESTABLISHING A CONTACT 
When you hear a station that you wish to speak with always identify who your call is meant for. It is not 
a good idea to simply state your call but rather your call and your intentions. 

Scenario: Several stations including a DX station complete a QSO and you wish to contact the DX 
station. Action: VK3xxx this is Joe K9xxx in Kalamazoo Michigan. By doing this rather than just IDing 
with your call, you leave no question who you wish to speak with. A simple ID many times goes 
unanswered as neither station knows who you are calling.  

BREAKING INTO A QSO 
When an existing conversation is underway and the topic of conversation is of interest, just give your 
callsign between breaks and the next station to take it should acknowledge you and bring you into the 
QSO. PLEASE do not break into an existing QSO because you want to work one of them. This is poor 
ham radio etiquette and on HF would result in a severe chastisement :-) 

NETS ON A REFLECTOR 
Nets on a reflector without prior approval of the Reflector manager are highly frowned on and will no 
doubt be quickly challenged by someone. A roundtable can sometimes be construed as a net so be 
somewhat careful if a group gets to large as it tends to monopolize the reflector. 

If any wishes to organize a reoccurring net or use a reflector for a special purpose such as the Scouts 
annual JOTA weekend (Jamboree On The Air), they need to contact the reflector custodians. 

REF Contact/e-mail REF Contact/e-mail  
0 David VE7LTD 4 Daniel VE2NWT  
1 Randy VE3RWN 5 Pete VK2YX  
2 Nate WY0X 921  
3 Chris VE5BAR 931 Art VE9ACP  

MAKING A DIRECT CONNECTION 
First of all listen on your local machine for at least 15 -30 seconds before transmitting and then ask if 
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the repeater is currently in use. Assuming all is clear, identify your self and give the node name or 
number you wish to call . Example: "VE3xyz for the Sydney node" - - then enter the ON code for the 
node and release your PTT. Your local repeater should come up with a carrier as it waits for the 
connection to be authenticated. This can take a few seconds of dead-air so don't be concerned. When 
the connection is confirmed, the voice ID of the destination node will be transmitted back to you as well 
as your nodes voice ID to the other repeater. 

NOTE: If your node is already connected to another node or reflector, a greeting will play saying; - 
"your node is currently connected to...ID of the connection") In this case confirm if anyone desires the 
connection to remain up before dropping by using the OFF code..  

Once connected and after hearing the confirming voice ID, wait at least 15 seconds before transmitting 
as....... 
a.. The repeater may be in use, and your entry may have occurred between transmissions.  
b.. The voice ID of your node is longer than the voice ID of their node, and the connection is not made 
until the ID is fully played.  
c.. Their computer may be slower, and hence take longer to process the connection than yours.  

Press and hold the microphone PTT for a second and then announce your presence and your intention 
such as you are calling someone specifically or just looking for a QSO with another ham in that city. 

If no response is heard, announce your call and your intent to drop the link and then touch- tone in the 
OFF code. Not a good idea to transmit touch-tone commands without first giving your call-sign. Not 
only is this courteous it is a regulatory issue in some countries who may be connected to the reflector. 

Some nodes are configured so you cannot connect to them if that repeater is active. In this case you 
will receive the message "The node you are calling is being used locally" If you receive this message 
wait 5 or 10 minutes and then try again. 

If you stay connected to a node and there is no activity on your repeater for 4 minutes, the connection 
will time out and automatically disconnect with a voice ID disconnect message on both nodes. 

CONNECTING TO THE REFLECTOR 
As above, listen to your local machine for local use and then announce your intention for the Reflector 
before keying the ON command. When you hear the confirmation ID always WAIT at least 15 seconds 
before transmitting as you are most likely now connected with many repeaters and a QSO could be in 
progress. If after 15 seconds you hear nothing, identify yourself and indicate you are listening to the 
Reflector from "City and, Prov./State, Country". With the world wide IRLP activity your local repeater 
now has world wide coverage thus the suggestion to better detail your QTH. 

Don't be in a hurry to hear someone come back to you. You may have to do a bid of pleading from 
time-to-time to un-lodge someone from whatever they are currently involved with.  

By default, connections to the reflectors now time out with no activity however many node owners set 
this period for a long period so it is not unusual for repeaters with minimal traffic to stay connected to 
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the Reflector for extended periods of time. When or if the node times out from a Reflector connection a 
standard time-out greeting will precede the timeout saying, "Activity time out ... Reflector xxx, link off" 

If you are new to IRLP you should always consult with your local node sponsor to confirm the local 
guidelines on reflector connections in your area. 
If you hear or wish to engage in a prolonged rag-chew on your local repeater (long discussion of a 
local nature) out of courtesy to other node listeners drop the reflector. 

ERROR MESSAGES 
From time-to-time you may receive error messages when attempting to connect with a node or 
reflector. The most common ones are: 
"The node you are calling is not responding, please try again later" - This is caused by a loss of 
internet connectivity to one end of the call attempt. 
"BEEP Error- The call attempt has timed out, the connection has been lost" - This error occurs when a 
node is OFF-LINE. Some nodes such as in the UK use dial-up connections and then, only for short 
periods. Also there may be temporary net or node problems. 
"The Connection Has Been Lost" -   If the internet connection drops, this error message will be heard. I 
found this out when I accidentally kicked out my network cable while working around the node 
computer. 

DO'S and DON'TS 
In summary then a few do's and don'ts 
a.. DO pause between transmissions to let other in or others to enter DTMF command.  
b.. DO identify before sending DTMF command tones.  
c.. DO hold your microphone PTT for about 1 second before talking to allow all systems time to rise.  
d.. DO NOT rag-chew on your local repeater while connected to the reflector.  
e.. DO pause for 10 seconds or when entering the reflector before talking.  
f.. DO NOT start or plan a Net without pre-authorization from the reflector owner  

SUNDAY NETS 
Every other Sunday an IRLP net is held inviting check-ins from around the world which is an excellent 
chance to hear IRLP at its best. To participate in the net there must be a local net controller for your 
node otherwise you will only be able to monitor.  
  
A few guidelines which will be enforced by the Central Net Controller will be 
a.. Do not connect your local node to the net during net times unless someone is acting as a local net 
controller.  
b.. Do not make calls directly to other stations during the net.  
c.. Above all NO local conversations during the net while connected to the reflector.  
d.. Do not attempt a call unless your local net controller has you as a pre check-in.  
e.. Disconnect our node if any local interference is present.  
f.. Keep your check-in short and to the point. Remember that several hundred others may be waiting 
for a chance to check-in as well.  

Check the Official IRLP Net web page at for details on schedules 
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IRLP QSLing 
Many users of IRLP express desires to exchange QSL cards. With many IRLP users not being on HF 
they may have never considered having QSL cards printed. Now here is a new Internet technology for 
you to easily exchange QSL cards. 
eQSL is a new electronic QSL service that allows you to custom design your own card which is then 
formatted with your contact info and automatically sent to your contact. (see the card that I received 
from Chris VK6TNC from Morley, Western Australia.) While this eQSL generated card is plain, you are 
able to create your custom card from many graphical templates provided or upload your own graphic 
(see thumbnail of mine here) to the eQSL web site. This graphic is then used to automatically generate 
all of your outgoing cards with the contact info like we see on Chris's card above. 
Check to see if you have cards on eQSL 

Your Call 
The eQSL web site is http://www.eQSL.cc You can check right now to see if you already have cards 
waiting by placing your call in the form and pressing Search. 
The eQSL service is free supported by some advertising and private donations. 

Of course there is nothing like getting a real QSL card via the bureau or direct. If sending cards direct 
your remember that your local postage is not valid outside of your country so include a US dollar bill or 
an IRC to cover return postage. 

OTHER TIPS 
Do you have any suggestions on improving this help page? If so please contact Paul Cassel VE3SY 
irlp@kwarc.org 
The return button below will return you to the page that you linked from and feel free to link to this 
page.  
Enjoy IRLP and pass the word. 
Paul VE3SY 
  
The URL for further information is:-  
http://www.irlp.net/03-background/frame.html 
  
Submitted for publication by : Brad Phillips (ZS5BP) 

NOTE:- "Hotline" was advised last Sunday afternoon , 14 April 2002 that the IRLP communications 
mode is up and running on the Highway Amateur Radio Club's UHF network and easily accessible via 
repeater channels 1 at Kloof, 3 at Ridge Road and 5 situated at Amanzimtoti. Congratulations and our 
special thanks to Brad (ZS5BP), Brad (ZS5WT) and Bruce (ZS5BR) for all their hard work in setting up 
the entire system. 

DTMF tones to access various repeater networks nationally and internationally can be generated from 
a cellphone, the tone generator on Telkom telephones and can also be generated from a small tone 
generator programme can be downloaded from the club ftp site. A listing of the available IRLP nodes 
and their locations can be located by accessing te website address http://status.irlp.net or by sending 
an e.mail to zs5bp@harc.org.za and in the subject rubric inserting only IRLP CODES and nothing 
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further. Brad's computer will automatically, on receipt of this e.mail, generate a listing of the nodes. 
REMEMBER YOUR E.MAIL TO BRAD MUST ONLY CONTAIN HIS ADDRESS AND IN THE 
SUBJECT RUBRIC ONLY IRLP CODES AND ABSOLUTELY NO MORE. 

  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE  H.A.R.C.

I draw your attention to page 13 of the March 2002 issue of  “HOTLINE”  detailing the callsigns of 
persons who had paid their subs  for the year ending  June 2002. and have been recorded in the 
database records as members or family members of the Club. It should be noted that any person 
whose callsign or name did not appear in the aforementioned publication is now recorded as having 
resigned and no longer a member of the club.

Persons who may have paid their 2001/2002 subs before 30 September 2001 and their callsign or 
name has not been  recorded should contact Phil (ZS5RJ) tel. 202-8807 or e.mail philbea@bean.co.za 
immediately giving date and proof of payment.

Members who have paid after the 30 September 2001, will on receipt of confirmation of payment, be 
recorded as a new member from the date of payment and will have to complete new “application for 
membership” forms before their record is re-instated.
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