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HIGHWAY HOTLINE - JANUARY 2002

AN OPEN LETTER TO AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN

 Dear Ron (ZS5Sugar X)

 Heartiest congratulations to you and Pat on reaching another milestone on the 22nd December 2001, 
your Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Well done to you both and may you enjoy many more years together. 

 It is with nostalgia and a measure of sadness that we will be bidding you fondest farewell in March 
when you return to the United Kingdom to join Pat and family.  Prior to your retirement you were for a 
long spell of time, the Radio Inspector in Natal and although we knew you to be a sticker for enforcing 
the radio regulations you were never the less very fair and indeed a good friend to the radio hams. 

 There were many occasions when a neighbour would complain of interference from an amateur radio 
station close by and you would investigate only to find that the complainant had simply extended his 
loudspeaker leads to an adjacent room or even into the garden which was acting as a good antenna for 
his Hi-Fi. You will recall an excellent example of this was the signals emanating from the key of the late 
Don Sargent (ZS5WT) in Yellowwood Park.

 Then there was the complaint by an irate resident that a Sunday morning bulletin being broadcast on 40 
meters was coming through his wife’s organ and demanding an immediate shutdown of the offending 
ham station.  On investigation you were able to recite over the phone, the manufacturers name of the 
organ, the model and the serial numbers produced which were notorious for poor screening  and 
suggested referral to the suppliers. The offending ham, no other than yours truly ZS5RJ, was able to 
read the bulletin again the next weekend.

 I could continue refreshing you memory with lots of similar incidents which you encountered and 
successfully solved for us. I can only say a big THANK YOU  for all the help, the guidance and the 
friendship you extended to the hams  over a long period of time.

 Ron, we are all going to miss you. On behalf of all the hams from KZN we hope that you will enjoy a 
long, happy and healthy retirement with your loved ones, and I for one will certainly keep contact on the 
landline whenever  I visit he U.K..

 73’s

Phil (ZS5RJ)
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CAN YOU HELP

Andre’, (ZS2ACP) a member of the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Club, is a collector of World War 11 
military uniform badges and appeals to anyone who may wish to dispose of , in particular German 
military badges,  to please contact him by e-mail at the following address: ZS2ACP@mweb.co.za

 

 A Quotation

REMEMBER

                             Respect cannot be learned, purchased or acquired – -- it can only be earned

 

 BIRTHDAY BOOK

The Chairman of the H.A.R.C. takes this opportunity of wishing members and their families, listed below, 
a Happy Birthday on:—

January 2002

19 Leo Geleynse - ZR5LG

20 Allan Bean - ZS5A

21 Jean Dick - Spouse of Angus (ZS5GV)

24 Lee Hanegraaf - ZS5LEE

28 Ann Hunter - Spouse of Ian (ZS5IH)

February 2002

01 Linda Smit - Callsign ?  Spouse of Cobus (Callsign ?)

02 Claire Mawhinney - Daughter of Eric (ZS5EWM) & Yvonne 

02 Clive Booth - ZR5AA
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03 Laura du Pont - Daughter of Charly (ZS5DU)

08 Melvyn Slater - ZS5MF  (in the United Kingdom)

12 Vicky Fox - ZS5VF also wishes from Eric G0VDJ0 in the United Kingdom.

14 Pat Dolton (in the U.K.) - Spouse of Ron (ZS5SX)

27 Tony Mayall - ZS5GR

 

BULLETIN READERS

January 2002

20 Gary - ZS5NK - (031) 701-0109

27 Justin - ZS5KT - (031) 564-7230

February 2002

03 Robert - ZS5LA - (031) 709-2960

10 Phil - ZS5RJ - (031) 202-8807

17 Lawry - ZS5HV - (031) 702-8652

24 Ian - ZS5IAN - (031) 701-9796

 

DIARY DATES

January 2002

19@1230/1300 - Club Meeting/ Swop-Shop : Car Park : Westville Civic Centre.

24@19.00 - Antenna  discussion session for an antenna field day event on the 26th : Clubhouse : 
Westville

25 to 27 - Pears VHF/UHF contest  (see page 14)
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26@09.00 - Antenna Field Day : University Sports Ground Francois Rd entrance

26 - Belgian SSB Contest

February 2002

02 - Bloemfontein Hamvention : Airforce Base :Bloemhof  (See page 15)

07@19.30 - Technical Evening : Clubhouse : Westville

12@19.30 - Committee Meeting : Clubhouse : Westville

16 to 17 - ARRL DX CW Contest

19@19.30 - Monthly Meeting : Clubhouse : Westville

23 to 24 - CQ WW 160m  SSB Contest

 

Weekly  Nets on the 145.600/145.625Mhz  Repeaters

Mondays@19.30 - Morse Code Interest group discussions by ZS5TUB)

Tuesdays@19.30 - Y.L’s net.  by Janet  (ZS5JAN) &  Heather (ZS5MN))

Wednesdays@19.30 - Hamnet Indaba (ZS5WFD)

Thursdays@19.30 - Technical Net/Problem Corner   by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Fridays@19.30 - Informal Net : “Have your say”  by Tubby (ZS5TUB)

Saturdays@19.30 - Bruce’s HARC Newsline : Net Controller (ZS5TUB)

Sundays@19.15+/- - Tubby’s (ZS5TUB) chat show

 

 

EDITORIAL
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In recent months I have been experiencing difficulty  in obtaining information pertinent to maintaining our 
clubs database, an essential for publishing accurate birthday records, recording and retaining valuable 
information of our members, past and present, and importantly keeping an up to date mailing list for 
“Hotline”, a necessity to ensure the printing and postage costs are kept to an absolute minimum. 

It is for this reason that newer members may not have been receiving their copies of our monthly 
publication or that birthday announcements have been omitted from the bulletin slot on Sunday 
mornings.  

Coupled with obnoxious remarks from an individual of extreme childish mentality when trying to obtain 
the information, I found it rather inappropriate to continue as editor of the newsletter as some of our 
members may have heard.  Intervention by Keith (ZS5WFD) & Tony (ZS5GR) and their understanding 
of the situation, have agreed to take appropriate action to sort out the matter,  I will therefore happily 
continue  to serve our members and interested readers as I have done in the past 6 years.

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Tubby (ZS5TUB), Gary (ZS5NK) , Brad (ZS5BP),  
Heather (ZS5MN), who have contributed interesting articles for publication last year and to and the 
many others who have supported “Hotline” in the past.  It is also appropriate to thank Allan (ZS5A) and 
Ronelle (ZS5ROE), Brad (ZS5BP), Brad (ZS5WT) and Bruce (ZS5BR) for their support, in particular 
their contribution  toward the introduction of IRLP shortly .

 

A HAPPY  AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS.

                                                                                                                                   Phil  (ZS5RJ)     
………  Editor

 

  

FROM THE  READERS DIGEST BOOK OF FACTS.

Thomas Elva Edison, the American who invented the forerunner of the record player, the first practical 
electric light, the microphone and the talkie cinema films, had only three months of formal schooling in 
his life, that was in 1855 when he was just 8 years old. And even that ended with him running away after 
a teacher said that his brain was “addled”.

 Edison recalled later of his time at the Michigan school run by a strap-swinging clergyman, the 
Reverend G.B. Engle “I used never to be able to get along. I used to feel that the teachers did not 
sympathise with me  and that my father thought I was stupid.”

 Despite the rebuff, Edison went on to become one of the greatest practical scientists in history. By the 
time he died in 1931, he held almost 1300 patents:  about one patent for every three weeks of his life.  
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TUBBY'S NOOKY

                                                                  IT HAPPENED IN THE PAST              
                                                                                                                                           FEBRUARY

 

 1   Thomas Edison opens the first film studio in New Jersey USA – 1893

 1   The South African Air Force is formed  - 1920

 1   The first civilian test flight from Heathrow Airport UK  - 1946

  2   The public convenience opens in Fleet Street, London   - 1852

 3   Unmanned Soviet spacecraft Luna IX is the first to land on the moon – 1966

  4   Batholomew Diaz lands at Mossel Bay, Cape  - 1488

 4   Sir Pierre van Ryneveld and Brands’s flight from Brooklands UK arrives on 20 March, both .were 
knighted  - 1920

 4   DNA structure discovered by Frances Crick and James Watson  - 1953

 5   The Readers Digest is launched in New York  - 1922

 5   The BBC pips are heard for the first time  - 1924

 6-8. First non-stop flight from the UK to SA, Garland/Nicholetts in 57 hours 25 mins. – 1933

 6   Death of Manutus Aldus, first publisher of paperbacks and inventor of     Italics  - 1575

 7  George Walker, an English carpenter, discovers gold in the Transvaal SA in 1886

 8   The Boeing 747 Jumbo Jet makes its first flight  - 1969

10   Death of William Rontgen, who discovered X-Ray  1923

10   USA, Wisconsin passes a tax on bachelors over 30  -  1905
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 11  Thomas Alva Edison inventor, born Milon Ohio USA   -  1847

11  Birth of Charles Darwin, Shropshire UK   -  1809

12  UK. A Brighton resident becomes the first British motorist to die in a car crash – 1898

13   Penicillin is used on a human for the first time, a policeman from Oxford UK in 1941

13   The destruction of Dresden by 773 aircraft +- 250,000 killed  1945

14   Alexander Graham Bell files first patent for a telephone in 1876

15   Galileo Galili born, Piza Italy in 1564

16   Tutankhamen’s tomb is opened by Howard Carter in 1923.

 16  The first of the “cheque” Mr. Nickolas Vanakar, England – 1659

17   The “Vacant/Engaged” toilet door is patented by a Mr. Ashwell in London – 1883

17   HMS Ark Royal is the first ship to be converted as a seaplane carrier – 1915

18    . Allesandro Volta born, Italy  -  1745

19    . Thomas Alva Edison patents the gramophone  I 1978

20    . John Glen is the first US astronaut to orbit the earth – 1962

 20    . USA, Nylon stockings go on sale for the first time – 1939

21    . The first electronic burglar alarm is installed by Edwin Holmes of Bos   ton USA – 1858

22    . Birth of George Washington, Bridge Creek, Virginia USA – 1732

23    . The first electric trolley bus runs in Durban  - 1935

23      USA The first floppy disc is created by IBM in 1970

24    . Paris and Brussels establish a telephone link, the first two cities to do so, in 1887

 25   . President Lincoln introduces the first true paper money in the USA, Greenbacks in 1862
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26    . Radar is first demonstrated by Robert Watson-Wall in 1935

26      The Birkenhead sinks off Danger Point, Cape, 445 soldiers & crew die in 1852

27    . Battle of Majuba – First Anglo-Boer War  - 1881

28    . Gen. Buller relieves Ladysmith – 1900.

29     . Giachino Rossini  born 1792

 

 No.7   FROM Radio ZS November/December 1991

 “Time for the Last Rites? – hah, there’s still a stir”.

 The Morse code is outdated, useless in the new era, time for moving forward. These words have so 
frequently been heard of late, haven’t they, therefore they must of necessity be true. The fact of the 
matter is that they where spoken in no. 15 St Vincent Street, London in 1906 when F.G. Creed made 
known to the head of the Glasgow Herald that he had perfected a system that could make world-wide 
communication possible at more than 3 times faster than the system in use at the time.

Two writers expressed the same sentiments in letters to the Editor of the QST magazine in 1949, 
proposing that WT should be scrapped as it had become redundant and had been superseded by the 
“modern” systems. Following both the above occurrences, as at the present time, there followed cries of 
protest, outrage, explanation, transforming after a short period of time (starting to sound familiar??) into 
a well-meaning campaign of “salesmanship” to try to get new devotees of Samuel Morse’s famous 
legacy to the pundits. The way I see it is as follows: we, the lovers of WT should refrain from jumping to 
the defence of the Morse code and its continued use on the air. No more little stories of how pilots, lost 
and stranded on the South Pole, or any other latitude and with the only means of bemoaning their plight, 
happened to be saved by the use (and by virtue of) the Morse code. Similarly anecdotal medical dramas 
of a QSO from “the other side”, by means of the ole finger-on-the-arm method.

Granted it all makes for a fascinating, high-tensioned plot for a short story or even something on the box 
– but what the heck! WT has been here long before any of us, its going to be here long after any of us 
makes our final QRT/CL AR VA.

Let’s concentrate on enjoying CW for what it is, for what it was and for what it does, for us. Stop the 
selling because if anybody really wants to come on board, let him buy the first ticket, then we can offer 
him (or her) the key to a completely new side of this great hobby – Amateur Radio.

 Have fun – enjoy your WT.
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 EXTRACTS FROM S.A.R.L. BULLETINS

 THE SARL CALLS FOR NOMINATIONS FOR AWARDS.

The South African Radio League, the national society for Amateur Radio in South Africa is calling for 
nominations for various awards to be presented at the Annual General Meeting Dinner on 20 April 2002. 
Nominations are invited for the following awards.

Arthur Hemsley 2 meter Trophy.

Awarded by Council to a Radio Amateur for his/her individual  achievements with transmissions in the 2 
meter amateur band. This award is made for extraordinary performance on EME or modes such as 
tropospheric propagation. It is not for the longest distance worked but rather for persistence in achieving 
something special on 2 meters.

Barney Joel Trophy.

Awarded by Council to any member of the SARL for the best performance during the year whilst working 
HF mobile. This award could be made for performance by an individual in rally or other public event 
communication etc.

Icom Excellence Award.

This award is bestowed annually by Council on the amateur who through his/her activity in the Amateur 
Service has brought international recognition to South Africa by either the achievement of a VHF/UHF 
long distance record which is internationally recognised by the IARU, or by service to the Republic of 
South Africa or the SARL in the field of scientific research using the amateur spectrum, or in promoting 
the amateur service internationally or as Council may determine from time to time.

Joseph White Plaque.

Awarded by Council to any member of the SARL for exceptional achievements in the 432 MHz band 
during the past year. This is not awarded for the longest distance worked, but for all round  
achievements.

Bert Buckley Six meter Trophy.

Awarded by Council to any radio amateur for his/her individual achievements with transmissions in the 
six meter amateur band. This award is not for the longest distance worked but for outstanding work or 
activity on six meters.

Radio ZS Two Meter Floating Trophy.

Awarded by Council to the amateur who achieved the longest  distance on the 2 meter amateur band 
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during the year.

Gary Immelman Radio Amateur Heritage Award Floating Trophy.

Awarded by Council for the best historic article of an event that occurred more than 5 years previously 
or an interesting personality that has played an important part in the development of Amateur Radio in 
years gone by.

 Radio ZS Shield.

Awarded by the Editor of Radio ZS to a SARL affiliated Club or member who best supported Radio ZS 
during the year.

JJ Pienaar Trophy.

Awarded by the Editor of Radio ZS for the best article published in Radio ZS during the past year.

To reward achievements is important for continued future development says SARL President, Hans 
Potgieter. " I encourage all Radio Clubs to seriously look at the achievements amongst radio amateurs 
in their area and to submit detailed nominations timeously.

 The closing date for nominations is 22 February 2002. Nominations should be addressed to The 
Secretary, SARL Annual Awards, PO BOX 1721 STRUBENSVALLEI 1735.

 NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR THE TINUS LANGE 7066 TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Nominations are also now invited for the Tinus Lange 7066 Junior and Senior Technical Awards. The 
closing date for submission of nominations is 31 January 2002 so there is enough time left to think who 
really deserve these prestigious awards, but, do not delay, get going now.

Full details were given in the previous two bulletins. If you perhaps do not have it to hand, you may 
request it from gth@freemail.absa.co.za and it will be supplied with pleasure 

Nominations must be addressed to: SARL Tinus Lange Awards, P O Box 1721, Strubensvallei, 1735.

 

PEARS VHF/UHF CONTEST IN JANUARY

As announced previously, the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society's annual VHF/UHF contest will take 
place over the weekend 25 to 27 January 2002. One of the new categories in the contest, the CLUB 
STATION, permits operation of a single station by a number of operators, all using the same call sign.

To accommodate groups who, for any reason, cannot represent clubs, PEARS has decided to extend 
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the category to include ANY MULTI-OPERATOR STATION under the conditions quoted for club 
stations. In the rules, which PEARS thought would be published in the December 2001 issue of RADIO 
ZS but will now only appear in January, the term "club station" should therefore be replaced with "multi-
operator station" and the term "under its own club call sign" should be replaced with "under a single call 
sign".

The updated rules are obtainable from the PEARS web site, pears.8m.com

There is also a new category for digital modes.

 

ALL-HAM CREW SETTLING IN ABOARD THE ISS

For the first time, there's an all-ham crew aboard the International Space Station. The Expedition 4 crew 
of Commander Yuri Onufrienko, RK3DUO, and flight engineers Dan Bursch, KD5PNU, and Carl Walz, 
KC5TIE, will remain in orbit for the next six months.

Expedition 3 crew members returned to Earth December 17 aboard the shuttle Endeavour. They had 
been aboard the ISS since August. Operating as NA1SS from aboard the ISS, commander Culbertson 
completed nearly two dozen successful ARISS school and educational contacts.

Now it will be the Expedition 4 crew's turn. Two school contacts are already on the ARISS schedule for 
the new crew. Depending on the crew's work activities, an effort will be made to schedule one ARISS 
school or educational contact during a typical week.

New Amateur Radio antennas carried into space for the ISS have been stowed for the time being. 
Current plans call for them to be installed around the perimeter of the Service Module by the Expedition 
6 crew. The new antennas will allow future operation 

from HF to microwave frequencies, once additional ham gear is brought aboard the ISS.

 

NEW ADDRESS FOR SARL NEWS

Subscribers and listeners please note that the Mweb address of  SARLNEWS has been terminated. In 
future please send all news items to sarlnews@hotmail.com. The necessity for a copy to gth also falls 
away. The new address will be accessible to all future news editors.

 

FREE STATE HAM RADIO EVENT
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The Bloemfontein Amateur Radio Club is planning Hamvention 020202 on Saturday 02 February 2002 
at their club house at Air Force Base Bloemspruit. More details to follow. (I wonder whether the time will 
be 02:02 CAT? Editor).

 

AWARDS

Tjerk Lammers ZS6P, the League's Award Manager, reported that the first ever 50 MHz AA Award has just been issued 
to Hal Lund  ZS6WB. It took Hal just over 15 years to complete the required 31 contacts. Congratulations Hal!

 The SARL issues a range of awards to recognise operating achievement. In common with other awards, these awards 
help operators to set goals and to improve their operating skills and stations.

The All Africa Award is the most popular of the League’s awards by a long shot. Since 1950, when the first certificate 
was claimed by R G P Holmes G6RH, over 1500 of these certificates have been issued. Around a third of applications 
nowadays are from Japan.

The requirements are simple: an applicant must prove having made contacts with all South Africa call areas (ZS1 to 
ZS6) and a further 25 countries on the African continent.

AAA is free to League members, but is a really worth while challenge. Most DXers would concede that it is more 
challenging than DXCC. For a ZS station, it is certainly achievable, because of our proximity to most of the required 
stations.

The certificate is a great addition to any station’s wall. Several milestones remain unreached. For example, who will be 
the first applicant on RTTY? Who will be the first to claim a Satellite endorsement?

Why not make the All Africa Award a target for this coming year? With improving conditions and lots of activity in Africa, 
the target is attainable, but certainly worth while.

 

80 METER QSO PARTY RESULTS

The Durban Amateur Radio Club, sponsors of the eighty meter QSO party announces the results of the last leg held 4th 
October 2001 as well as the final overall results for the year 2001.

The results of the last leg of the 80 METER QSO PARTY for 2001 are:

Kurt Linsin  ZS5KL. 135;

Alvin Common.  ZS5AES. 100;

Louis de Bruin  ZS5LP.  70.
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The final OVERALL results for 2001 are as follows:

Louis de Bruin.  ZS5LP.  85

Michael Roodt.  ZS6BHF 380;

William van Coller ZS5WC  355;

Johan Terblanche ZS1I   325;

William Axford.  ZS5WI  315;

G. de Vente  ZS6DV  290;

Alvin Common.  ZS5AES 285;

Kobus  ZS5KS/6 220;

A. Cory.   3DA1DB 185;

Dennis Green.  ZS4BS  180;

Willie Long.  3DA0BD 150;

Kurt Linsin   ZS5KL  135;

Peter du Plessis.  ZS5PJ  125;

PIieter Bosman.  ZS6AOR 125;

Malcolm Russell.  ZS5LZ   42 (Now Silent Key)

 

 INCREASING THE INTELLIGIBILITY OF RECEIVED SIGNALS by Gary ZS5NK.

MFJ advertises a unit designed to improve the intelligibility of received signals which is of special 
interest to the older ham whose hearing has degenerated or for someone whose hearing has been 
impaired due to exposure to loud music (travelling in taxis) or using firearms without the use of ear 
protection .

 As  I have this problem (not from taxis) I seriously considered importing one of their units to help me to 
pull out the weak stations and make it easier to copy stations in a pileup.
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 According to  Martin F. Jue the owner of MFJ  83% of speech intelligibility is contained in the frequency 
band 500 to 4000Hz. In this range frequencies from 500 to 1000Hz contribute 35% of word intelligibility 
and 35% of sound energy.

Frequencies from 1000 to 4000Hz contribute 48% of intelligibility but only use 4% of the sound energy! 
In contrast frequencies from 125 to 500Hz contribute only 4% of intelligibility but contain 55% of the 
sound energy.

To summarise nearly half of speech intelligibility is contained in the band 1000 to 4000Hz with only 4% 
of the speech energy and in contrast low frequencies up to 500Hz contribute very little to the intelligibility 
of the signal but use 55% of the signal’s energy.

He goes on to describe his unit for emphasing certain bands and attenuating other bands of frequencies 
so improving the intelligibility of the signal.

 Reading the above I suddenly realised I already had such a unit on hand namely the Graphic Equaliser .

These were very popular a time back for use in conjunction the car radio and tape player and I still had 
my one gathering dust in the garage.

 To put the unit into operation needed only supplying 12VDC and making up a patchcord to connect the 
audio from the output of the transceiver (mono)  to the stereo input of the equaliser . I fed the audio from 
the transceiver to the junction of two 1k resistors the ends of which go to the stereo inputs of the 
equaliser.

 Now I have four levers on the equaliser which can independently boost or attenuate four different bands 
of frequencies. This certainly has improved my operating efficiency and made a great difference to the 
intelligibility of received signals. 

 By the way I had to use some ferrite rings on the leads to the equaliser to eliminate the RF from my 
transmitter causing interference whist speaking.

 I have not tried it on CW but  it would probably be beneficial there as well to emphasise the tone best 
suited to you.

 73,

GARY  ZS5NK

 

SOMETHING TECHNICAL

Dereck (ZS5VE) maintains that wire antennas have lost a bit of popularity in recent years, so he has 
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arranged a field day get together on Saturday the 26th January 2002  starting from 09h00 at one of the 
Natal University sports fields with an entrance off   Franscois Road, for a hands-on demonstration 
hopefully to encourage the use of wire for an antenna.  It is intended to erect a 10 to 12 meter mast  and 
to pull up various wire antennae to test and tune for best performance. An 80 meter horizontal wire 
antenna is also planned. Dereck says you can bring your own wire antenna along  and it’s performance 
will be tested as well. But wait there is more, braai fires will be available and there will be a swop-shop 
starting around 13h30. There is ample secure parking in the grounds. And plenty of place for the 
children to play. Yes there are toilet facilities. Why not come along and make a day of it in the open.

 This field day will be   preceded by a talk to be given by Brian ZS5BB on the theory and the best 
practical way of getting the most out of a piece of wire. This takes place on Thursday evening the 24th 
January 2002 at the club at the Westville Civic Centre starting at 19h00.

  

A BIT OF HUMOUR

Jim was going to bed the other night when his wife told him that he had left the light on in the shed, she 
could see from the bedroom window. As he looked for himself, he saw that there were people in the 
shed taking things. 

 He phoned the police, but they told him that no one was in his area to help at this time, but they would 
send someone over as soon as they were available. He said OK, hung up, and waited one minute, then 
phoned the police back. 

 "Hello. I just called you a minute ago because there were people in my shed. Well, you don't have to 
worry about them now cause I've shot them all." 

 Within five minutes there were half a dozen police cars in the area, an Armed Response unit, the works. 
Of course, they caught the burglars red-handed. One of the officers said: "I thought you said that you'd 
shot them!" 

 He replied with "I thought you said there was  nobody available!" 

                                            Submitted for publication by John Fielding (ZS5JF)

  

DID YOU KNOW

No piece of paper can be folded more than 7 times
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 BITS AND BOBS

1.  The annual H.A.R.C. Christmas function which was held on the 17th December at the Interpretive 
Centre, was well attended by some 80 members with their families and friends.

Tubby clad in his tuxedo was inspanned to stand at the door and collect the tickets to ensure that it was 
only those that had paid would enjoy the superb meal that was prepared by Heather and Gerhard. They 
no doubt over-estimated the  collective capacity of all the male boops,  so much so that some of the 
excess food was disposed of to the firemen who were on duty. Heather was heard on the repeater the 
next morning coaxing members to come and help themselves to the surplus. 

The Swop Shop was rather disappointing with little offering except for Bruce (ZS5BR) with a boot full of 
goodies, which he had cleared out of his shack and garage, but was later unable to give it away let 
alone swop it.

A good time was had by all.

 2.  A gentle reminder that yellow number plates on vehicles are illegal from the end of this month and 
must be replaced with blue and white plates on the front and back of the vehicle. Our Chairman pointed 
out during bulletin on Sunday 13th January that the new plates must bear the stamp of approval of the 
SABS.

 3.  Telkom advises that as of the end of January 2002 it will also be necessary to include the area code 
as a prefix to the number being dialed irrespective of where you are calling from. (Eg. A Durban caller 
dialing a another Durban or district subscriber number must prefix the number with 031.)

 4.        The Hibiscus Coast Amateur Radio Club advises that their 145.775Mhz repeater is positioned at 
Umzumbi and is functioning well. They would like reports from anyone making contacts.

 

NOT SO WELL

1.  We hear that Stan (ZS5LX) has had a spell in hospital having undergone open heart surgery. He was 
heard   during bulletin on the 13th January saying that apart from being a little short of breath he was 
progressing favourably. Sorry Stan that we never heard the news earlier, but better late than never we 
wish you a speedy recovery.

 2.       We also heard that Brian (ZS5BSB) has also had a spell in hospital. We also trust that you are 
doing well.

 END
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